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Derek Prince was educated in Britain as a scholar of Greek and 
Latin at Hton College and ai Kind's College, Cambridge From 1940 
to 1444 he held a fellowship (equivalent to a resident professorship) in 
ancient and modem phitosophy at Cambridge University, He has also 
studied Hebrew and Aramaic, both al Cambridge Universiiy und al 
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem [n addition, he speaks a number 
of modem languages. 

During World War IE. w hilc serving as a hospital aiiendanl with the 
British Army. Prince hegan a systematic reading of the Bible. Even¬ 
tually he concluded dtui the Bible altered a more praelkal and 
Convincing answer to life's problems than (he various philosophical 
systems he had sladied At the end of World War IL therefore, he 
determined lo demote the resi nf his life to studying and leaching the 
Bible. 

In the intervening sears. Prince has served as pastor educator, 
lecturer and counselor on several continents; and is internal tonally 
recognised as one of the leading Bible expositors of our lime. He has 
authored over 211 books, most ol which have been translated into 
several toresgn languages. 

In greal demand as j conference speaker. Derek Prince travels all 
over the world Nondenurnirmlional and nonscetarian in hrs approach. 
Prince has prophetic mscghl rnm Ihc significance ot currenl events, 
especially those in the Middle Last. His radio Bible teaching pro¬ 
gram, Tidily with Lkrtk Prince, is heard daily by thousands across the 
U.S and overseas. 
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Prince and his first wife, Lydia, a Dane, raised a family of nine 
adopted girls. Of these, six arc Jewish, one Arab* one English* and 
one African, Lvdiy died in 1975; and in 1978 Dcrvk married his 
present wife, Kuth, who is from a conservative Jew ish hackgruiinij. 
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Her three adopted Jewish children bring iheir fain 1 1 x to a mul of 
twelve, with many grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. 

Today the Princes have two home bases, one in the United Stales of 
America and one an Jerusalem. 
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Author's Foreword 


Since the end of World War II, the focus of world politics has 
shifted fmm Europe and North America to the Middle East. Today's 
news media, devote more attention io the M iddlc East than to any other 
area on earth. Here arc centered the issues and conflicts that could, 
overnight, spark off the next world w ide conflagration—perhaps to be 
known as World War 111. 

Two main factors have contributed to this dramatic increase in the 
importance of the Middle Ernst oil and fsmeL Almost all the devel¬ 
oped nations of the world today are dependent, in varying degrees, 
upon a continuing supply of oil from sources in the Arab states of the 
Middle East Thus, oil has become an internalionaE political weapon 
Through its use, the Arab nations command a measure of influence 
worldwide that they couid never otherwise have achieved. 

Even mote significant is the emergence of Israel as a sovereign 
Jewish state. Unceasingly opposed and assailed from Us birth until 
now. this tiny state has consistently confounded the experts and 
radically changed the political and military balance of the Middle 
East. Arty valid assessment of the overall siluation there must first 
come to grips with the unique role Israel has pfcyed. and continues to 
Pky 

in this book I offer what 1 believe to be the key to interpreting I he 
rule of Israel: and, therefore, the key to a realistic projection of future 
events in the Middle East. This key was placed in my hand through 
circumstances not of my own choosing: five years of service during 
World War tl with the British Army in Egypt, Libya, the Sudan and, 
finally, Palestine 
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WHERE HISTORY AND PROPHECY 
MEET 


t>n a fine night in April I9J6. I stood on a saddle of land uniting 
Mourn Sctipus on the north with the Mourn of Olives or the south. 
Before me to the west, the gold Dome of the Rod and the silver dome 
Off I he Mosque of Ai Afad glistened in (he moonlight. Around and 
behind (hem, (he Old City of Jerusalem with Hs serrated walls and 
towers. and Lis variegated rooftops seemed to sleep peacefully, await¬ 
ing the pre-dawn call of the Moslem muezzin from ihe mosque. 

Vet I knew thai I be peaceful appearance was deceptive. Beneath the 
surface lay fortes already at work that would inevitably erupt in 
violence and bloodshed 

Behind me stood the massive stone buildings and the square tower 
of the Augusta Victoria Hospice. Built originally as a hospice for 
pilgrims from Europe, it had been taken over hy the British authorities 
in World War II lor use lls a military hospital. Within its walls 1 hud 
completed my .service us a hospital attendant, and was now ready in be 
discharged from the Army 

I found myself at a watershed in my life. I had just married Lydia 
Christensen h a former fitted teacher from IX-nmurk whom [ had met 
in Jerusalem. Lydia was “mother" to a small children’s home located 
in Ramallyh, an Arab tow n ten miles north of Jerusalem. Through my 
marriage to her I had become '’lather'' to the eight girls then in her 
home, ranging in age from four to eighteen. Of these eight girls, six 
were Jewish, one was Arab and the youngest was English. 





14 


Ifii-. i.AST Vioun it S Till, simm.fr. K&KT 


WHKIIl HISTOfrn AINU HKOFHfctY MfcfcT 


IS 


Since Lydia and I planed lo go on making our home in KanuNuh. I 
had arranged In lake my discharge from I he Army in Jerusalem, 

“What Lies Ahead V' 

As I lingered (here cm the mountain, savoring the beamy of Jerusa¬ 
lem. 1 found myself asking, ' What lies ahead V' I was thinking not 
merely of Lydia and myself and our girls, but also of all the people of 
lhai land, with iheir unique intermingling of races, cultures and 
religions. 

The fulure of [he whole urea was in the inching pot. Different racial 
and political groups were advancing claims lo both territory and 
sovereignly that could not be reconciled with each other The British 
govcmmcnl had come forward w ith a series of proposed “solutions” 
lo the apparent impasse invariably, however, solutions that were 
acceptable lo one group were rejected outright by the others. Was 
there any other source from which to seek a solution? I had come to 
believe that there was. 

In the course of nearly six years in the Army, I had become a 
dedicaled student of the Bible. Throughout three weary 1 years in the 
sandy wastes of North Africa, my Bible had been my constant 
companion, my unfailing source of comfort and strength. At one 
point I had been hospitalized tor a full year with a skin condition thal 
did not yield lo any medical treatment available in lhat situaeion. I had 
regained my health only when I dared to forego further medical ion 
and trust simply in the Bible's clear promises of physical healing 

In ibis and many other ways. 1 had proved to my ow n satisfaction 
that the teachings of the Bible, when acted on in faith. are still as valid 
and vital as when they were first written. 

In I'Wd. however, when the Army transferred me lo Palestine. I 
found myself confronted with Bible Iruth in a nually new dimension 
Up to lhai time. I bad read ihc Bible as though it had been written in a 
vacuum 3 wholeheartedly embraced ihc spirit uul I ruths it contained, 
but they w-ere detached from any context in space or lime. 

Now I came to see the Bible in a specific geographic a I setting I 
realized that the events recorded in it took place within an area that 


had its lateral avis in the Mediterranean, with Italy as its western limit 
and Persia as its eastern limit By far the greatest part of them look 
place within a much smaller area about tbe size of New tetsey. know n 
variously as the land of Canaan, the land of Israel, Palestine or the 
Holy Land 

In the time of the patriarchs. E learned, this area was known as 
Canaan After its conquest by the Israelites under Moses and Joshua, 
it became the land of Israel. This name is still used in the New* 
Testament (Matthew 2:20}. even though the area was by then a 
province of the Roman Linpire. 

The name Palestine means “land of the Philistines, ,+ It was fir*l 
used by the Greeks, then by the Romans and other subsequent Gentile 
nder*. including the British. The title “the Holy Land” has been used 
by Christians fmm about the lifth century onward Since the termina¬ 
tion of the British mandate in 144H. the area has been divided up into 
the two states of Israel and Jordan. 

When I viewed the events described in the Bible in this geograph¬ 
ical context, they became real and vivid for me in an altogether new 
way. Zechariah, lor example, had described the very spot on which I 
sttHxl in his graphic prophecy of the Lord’s return to the earth: 

On that du^ his feet will stand on the Mourn of Olives, east of 
Jerusalem, and ihe Mount of Otises will be split in two from cast lo 
west, forming a great valley, with halt of the mountain moving north 
and half moving south. 

On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, hall to the 
eastern sea and half to the western sea. m summer ,md in w inter. 

(Zcchanah M:4, H) 

Before me. I could almost visualize the events he described. Our 
hospital building—the Augusta Victoria Hospice—situated just 
where the earthquake was due to take plate About twenty years 
previously its square lower bad been cracked by an earth tremor, 
which bad rendered it permanently unsafe to climb History had 
confirmed that the area was subject lo earthquakes 

To the west, across the kid run Valley, various geological surveys 
had discovered indications of underground reservoirs of water beneath 





16 THE I,AST WORD ON TMfr: HUDDLE EAST 

the city of Jerusalem. Geologically, (he htage was sei for the events 
predicted by Zcchariah, 

So exactly did the prophet's words fit (he scene before me that I 
could picture the water released by the earthquake welling up from the 
Temple area and flowing out toward me through the easi-west valley 
that would be created—just about where my feet were then planted 
I recalled a parallel passage in EzckicE which likewise pictures 
water flowing from Jerusalem eastward toward the Dead Sea; 

The man hmughl me Iwk la the enlnncc lu the temple, Jiki I ssju t 
water coming out fmm under the threshold offhe temple toward ihe east 
i for die temple fuced eukU. The water was coming dow-H from under the 
south side of [he temple, south of the altar. He then hmught me out 
ill rough the north gate and led me around the outride to the outer gate 
facing east, and the wonct was flowing from the soulh side 

As the man went eastward with a measuring hnc in his hand, he 
measured off a thousand cubits and then led me Ihmugh water that wlh 
anJslt'dcep. He measured off another thousand cubits and led me 
through water that was knee-deep. He mcimiitd off another thousand 
and led me through water I hit was up lo the Waist. He measured off 
another thousand, hut now it was a riser that t could not cross, because 
the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no 
one could cross. 

He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes 
down into (he Arabah. where it enters Ihe Sea When il empties inlo the 
Sea, the water (here becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures will live 
w’htrevcMhe overflown there wilt he large numbers offish, because 
this wilier Slows there and makes ihe salt walcr fresh: so where the river 
flows everything wilt live. 

Fruit trees Of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their 
leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they w ilt 
bear, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them Their fruit 
will serve for food and their leaves for healing " 

(Ezekiel 47:1-5, 12) 

With this picture stdl in mind, I turned and walked a few hundred 
yards to the eastern slope of the mountain. In the distance the Dead 
Sea gleamed in (he moonlight tike a jewel set in the folds of the hills 
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The high chemical content of its waters gave (hem a unique luster In 
the foreground, the barren, bony ridges of the Judean hills descended 
to the area Ezekiel called the "Arahah ’ r Beyond doubt, this area 
needed the miracle-working transformation provided by the living 
waters (hat Ezekiel saw in his vision! 

While living there On the Mount of Olives, I bad teamed that 
Arabah is the Hebrew name for the Jordan Valley, as it extends from 
the place w r hcre the Jordan River enters the Dead Sea southward to ihe 
Gulf of Aqaba. From the Temple Mount on the west to the Dead Sea 
and the Arabah on the east, every deiait m the descriptions of both 
Zechariah and Lzeksel wa* esaei and vivid. They titled in perfectly 
with the enure terrain. Detached from this geographical context, 
however, they were meaningless. 

The same principle. I realized, would apply to countless other 
Bible passages, bmh historical and prophetic. 

A People and Their History 

Later that night, as 1 (ay in bed. my mind was still busy with the 
impressions of the past two years. At the same time that I had been 
introduced to the land of the Bible, I had also been introduced to ihe 
people w hose history is the Bible s central theme. I had come lo see 
that geography and history are in fact interwoven 
Geographically, the Bible is set in the land of Israel; historically, its 
(heme is the people of Israel I marveled (hat, in alt my Bible reading. 
E had overlooked a fact so simple and 5.0 obvious Yet once 1 grasped 
this fact, il cave a new clanty and cohesiveness to the whole Bible 
The first eleven chapters of the Bible, I realized, serve as an 
Introduction. They fill in the background and set the stage for all that 
i_s to follow Emm then on, the Bible is essentially the history of 
Abraham and the nation descended from him through Lsaac and 
Jacob—that is to say. Israel 

There was, I discovered, a distinction to he made between she 
words Israel and Israelite, and the words yen 1 and Jewish Lin¬ 
guistically; Jen 1 is derived directly from Judah, (he name of one of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 



IS THE LAST WOKD THE MINIM K EAST 

From i tie lime of the Baby Ionian captivity, however, all the Isra¬ 
el tics who returned to t tie land of Israel were tailed Jews, irrespective 
of the if tribal background. This usage is tarried over into (he New 
TestanH-nt Paul, for example „ wan from the tribe of Benjamin: yei be 
called himself a Jew l Acts 21:39). 

In contemporary usage, these four words arc not fully interchange¬ 
able. Israel and Israelite focus primarily on national origin and 
background. Jew and Jewish focus more on religion, culture and later 
history. Since the hi rib of ibc stale of Israel in 194K, the word Israeli 
has been added, referring to any citizen of the state. whether of 
Jewish, Arab or Druse descent. One unique feature of the history of 
Israel, as recorded in the Bible, is that pan of it was written after the 
events, as normal history is; while the remainder was written in 
advance of the events, as prophecy. Taken together, the historical and 
prophetic portions of the Bible constitute a complete history of the 
people of Israel. 

Though large sections of this history are given on Is in outline, 
other sections conlam vivid and detailed description*, The prophetic 
writings are most intriguing, since in many cases (hey were w ritten 
centuries before the events they describe Yet they still combine a 
degree of accuracy and vividness that could not have been excel ted by 
an eyewitness. 

My evaluation of the Bible as essentially a history of Israel, 
embracing both the past and the future, did not altogether surprise me. 
so long as I applied it only to the Old Testament But as a Christian, I 
came to the New- Testament from the unconscious perspective of 
centuries of Christian tradition. It was hard Co evaluate the facts 
objectively. 

It seemed logical to begin with the identity of Jesus Himself. 
Without any question. He is the one supremely important person in 
the New Testament. Apart front Him, indeed, the New Testament 
would never have been written. It s.s equally beyond question that 
during His earthly life Jesus was, by every possible standard, an 
Israelite. 

The New Testament makes it clear,, however, that the identity of 
Jesus as an Israelite did not cease w ith the end of His earthly life In 
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Revelation 5:?—a passage written more than fifty years after His 
death and resurrection—Jesus is still described m heaven as "the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David-" 

This docs not refer to some temporary feature of His brief Lhirty- 
three years on earth This is His identity after His death and resurrec¬ 
tion. throughout all eternity He is forever "the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Roc# of David. k+ He is forever identified w nh the family of 
David r the tribe of Judah, the people of Israel He is forever an 
Israelite 

Next, 1 turned my at tent ion to the character and contents of the four 
Gospels These constitute the historical basis for all the fundamental 
Tenets of the Christian faith ius they are stated, for example, in Ihu 
great creeds of the Church). 

Once again, the facts spoke for themselves. Except for a brief visit 
to Egypt by Joseph and Mary and the infant Jesus, ali the events 
described in a/fthe Gospels look place within the borders of the land 
of Israel 

Furthermore, well over 90 percent of the people portrayed in the 
Gospels are Israelites. The only exceptions are a tiny handful of non- 
Jewrish persons, such as the magi from the cast or the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob’s well, as well a> a sprinkling of Roman officials and 
military personnel. Essentially, the Gospels are a record of Israelites, 
set in the land of Israel. 

Next, I considered the authorship of the New Testament. S he 
picture that emerged wax no different. Every one of its J9 hooks wax 
authored by an Israelite. A question could be raised concerning Luke, 
the author of the Gospel named after him. and also i>l the book of 
Acts, since it is generally accepted thai Luke was of Gentile origin 
But because he was a proselyte in Judaism, he too became identified 
with Israel. 

ft is true, of course, that after the Day of Pentecost, the message of 
(he gospel was rapidly spread abroad throughout ihe civilized world 
Multitudes of Gentiles acknowledged Jesus lt, then Savim and were 
added io the Church 

When I began to ask. however, who the main human instruments 
were in the New Testament, recorded as spreading the gospel and 
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establishing churches, I buiL lo acknowledge that, almost without 
except ion, they were Jewish. Alt the twelve aposttes were Jewish. 
Paul, who became the great apostle of ihe Gentiles, was likewise 
Jewish. Most of Pau Is cm- workers, such as Barnabas and Si Ills, were 
Jewish. Even Timothy, by virtue of his Jew ish mother, was legally 
reckoned to ho Jewish, and therefore needed to he circumcised t Acts 
16:1 3). 

1 tried to think of a Geniile Christlan who played a major role in the 
New Testament record At first no name came to me Eventually I 
decided that Titus may have had the best claim. He was a trusted co- 
worker of Paul, and al least a friaT of The New Testament was named 
after him. No one could claim, however, that Titus was one of the 
major figures of (he New Testament. 

[| remained for me to consider the prophetic sections of the New 
Testament Was their emphasis in some way different from that of the 
historical sections? What kind of picture did they paint of the future? 
So far as I could see. their emphasis on the unique mleof Israel is in 
no way diminished 

The writer of Hebrews tells us that the ultimate gout of all true 
believers is 'thecity with foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God" rHebrew s 11:10). In Revelation 2 3. this city is described tor us. 
On its gates are inscribed the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. On 
its foundations are the names of the twelve apostles of Jesus. Every 
name inscribed in the new Jerusalem is an [snielire name 

Surety, I reflected, no one with anti-Semitic prejudice could ever 
feel comfortable There 1 

Combining my survey of the New Testament with that of the Old, t 
came to a clear and simple conclusion: The Bible is essentially a 
record of Israel written by Israelites, partly in the form of history and 
partly in the form of prophecy. 

Exile—and Return 

Why, then, did it seem strange—in !act r almost unthinkable—in 
associate the Jewish people w ith the New Testament? As 1 pondered 
this question. I saw that toward the end of the first century, there had 
heeti a very significant break in the continuum of history. Moreover it 
had been passed over in almost total silence by the vers ions of history 
I had studied in Britain 

There were two aspects to this break: first, the people ol Israel had 
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been separated from their land: and second, at just about the same 
time, they had been separated from their role as Leaders in disseminat¬ 
ing the gospel and building the Church 
This double break determined their rote in history for the next 
eighteen centuries They had become a nation of exiles. Physically, 
they were exited from the only land where they had ever known 
naiionhotnl. Spiritually; they were exiled from the very religion of 
whkh they themselves were the founders. 

Over the past two years E had witnessed part of the process of 
heals ng the first of these t wo breaks -that between I he people o| 3 srae I 
and their land Did the logic of history indicate thai this would be a 
prelude lo the heating of the second break—that between The people of 
Israel and the Christian Church? 

Many people. E knew, would dismiss this suggestion as inconceiv¬ 
able. And yet, a century earlier just as many people would have 
dismissed as inconceivable the suggestion lh.it the people ui Israel 
would ever be restored lo their land I was living in the midst of a land 
ami a people whose entire history was full of events that would h;oe 
been dismissed by most people as inconceivable 

As I searched foe a way to express the significance of the events 3 
had been w itnessing, l formed □ mental picture of an old grandfather 
clock. For many yean, I imagined, it hail stood in the comer of an 
antique store. The hands never moved; no sound came from il 
Everyone assumed that the mechanism was out of order Then erne 
day, without a human hand touching it. the clock began again to lick 
and the hands begun to move Now the clock was* no longer just an 
interesting relic from the past. Once again, il was telling the time 
Israel was God s prophetic clock. By restoring the people tn the 
land, God had set the clock once again in motion. After lung centuries 
of silence, it was now telling the time. If I was interpreting the 
message of its hands rightly, they were marking off the closing hours 
of an age of history that had lasted something like nineteen centuries 

Survivors of (he Holocaust 

My introduction to the people of Israel coincided with one of the 
most tragic and cntical periods in their tong and often tragic history 
The unutterable honor of the Holocaust was just beginning to make its 
full impact upon the Jewish community around the world, bat no- 
where to a greater degree ib.m in the land of Israel. 
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In spite of a bluckjde imposed by the British Army and Navy, a 
trickle of Jewish survivors from Europe was making its way by 
various mutes to Palestine I found myself, almost against my will, 
listening to accounts of suffering and cruelty that 1 had never believed 
possible. From lime to lime 1 witnessed the reunion of family mem¬ 
bers w|u> had be^n separated from each other in Europe, hut had 
somehow survived and escaped, to meet again in Israel 
My exposure to Israel’s geography had already given a new direc¬ 
tion to my study of the Bible, Now my firsthand exposure to this 
aspect of Israel’s history was even more revolutionary in its impact 
upon une l began lo discover countless passages in almost all the Old 
Testament prophets predicting lhat, before lhe present age comes io 
ils close. I here is to be a great ingathering of Jewish people from all 
Liver the world to ihe land of Israel. Nor were these predictions 
confuted to the Old Testament. I discovered corresponding passages 
in the leaching of Jesus in the New. Testament, w hich indicate that the 
dosing drama of the present age will be enacted in the land of Israel. 

Up to this lime, I had viewed such passages as vague, almost 
Utopian pictures I hut somehow inspired hope of a belter age Co come. 
Now, however, I saw that they were precise, specific predictions that 
were being fulfilled before my eyes. In many of these predictions, 
certain salient features were singled out for mention, just as if the 
writer had himself been an eyewitness. 

3 found many examples of this in die prophet Jeremiah. One 
passage became particularly vivid for me: 

"Return, faithless people.’'" declares (he Lord, ’"fur I am your 
husband. I will cbrmse one of yew from every town andl*o from every 
dun and bring you Co Zion .... Ini those daw ihe house of Judah will 
join [he house of Israel, and together they will come fmm a northern 
Lund to ihe lund I gave your forefather* us on inheritance." 

(IcrcmLuh 3:14, 1S| 

This, passage emphasizes the return of the Israelites from "a north¬ 
ern land" MM he land God had given to i heir forefathers Indisputably, 
ihe latter is (he land of Israel. "A northern land" would include 
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Russia. Poland. Germany, and Other countries in Eastern Europe and 
the Balkans. In 1946, dial was precisely ihe area from which ihe 
majority of Jewish refugees were making iheir way to Israel 
What particularly impressed me wus the detail "one from every 
town and two from every clan.“ This corresponded exactly with what 
1 was hearing from Jewish people around me. Many limes a survivors 
story would go like this: ‘Tmthe only one in our family from Berlin 
who has .survived But I've met just one oilier member of ihe family 
who has also survived—my uncle from Hannover 11 
In each story the name of the I own might differ The country might 
be Roland m Austria rather Than Germany. Rather than an uncle, it 
might be a married sister, or u cousin, or a nephew But the essential 
feature of Jeremiah's prophecy remained the same: “One from every 
town and two from every clan. “ 

In most cases, I felt sore, these Jewish people had no idea they were 
quoting the words of one of their own prophets, who predicted 
2,500 years beforehand—the very events they had lived through. 

(did Watches Over His Word 

I began to set history in a new light—not a* the random inierplay of 
unpredictable forces, whether political or military or economic, but 
ns the outworking of divine purposes unfolded in advance through the 
prophetic Word of God Nowhere was this principle illustrated more 
clearh than in the call of Jeremiah to the prophetic ministry, as he 
himself recounts it: 

Tlic; word of [hr Lord came to me, buying. 

■Define 3 formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before >ou were Nun I set you apart; 

] appointed you as a prophet to the nations " 

"Ah, Sovereign Lord,'" I said. T do m* know h<iw to speak; I am 
only a child,” 

But the Lord said m me. "Do run say. I am only a child," You must 
go io everyone E send you in and say whatever I command you. Do nm 
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be afraid of ihem. for I am with yog and will rescue you.' 1 declares the 
Lord. 

Then Lth.' L.(iriJ reached out his hand Jttd [cinched my niLiulh jihJ said 
In me. "Kow, J have put my words m your mouth. See, today J appoint 
vou over ruluvns and kingdom!! to upriMt and leurdown. lei destroy and 
overthrow, to build and Co plant.” 

(Jeremiah 1:4-10) 

There is a remarkable p;ir;ub\ implicit in rhK account Op ihe one 
hand, ii position of tremendous authority is promised to Jeremiah, 
"over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and 
overthrow, to build and to plant." 

On the other hand, Jeremiah considered himself EO be “only a 
child.'" Furthermore, there was little outward evidence in his subse¬ 
quent career of ihis authority God had promised him. He was rejected 
consistently by most of his own people: frequently misrepresented 
and mishandled; confined for a while in u dungeon; almost allowed to 
die in a well shaft. 

Wherein, then, lay Jeremiahs authority, and how was it exercised'.- 1 
J concluded lhai the answer was to be found in the net bs which God 
set Jeremiah in has prophetic office: "Then the Lord reached out his 
hand and touched my mouth and said to me, 'Now, £ base put my 
words in your mouth-’" 

The authority was not in Jeremiah as a person; ii was in God’s words 
put into Jeremiah l s mouth. These words, as he spoke them forth, 
determined the destinies of all ihe nations and kingdoms concerning 
which he prophesied. Rulers and peoples would reject Jeremiah as u 
person, bul they could not annul the prophetic words he spake 
concerning ihem. When Jeremiah died, ihe prophetic words he had 
spoken lived on. shaping ihe ongoing destinies of those peoples 
Though UiEcr generations either forgot or ignored Jeremiah’s 
words. God did neither. For He had assured Jeremiah, “lam watching 
to see Ehal my word is fulfilled*'( verse 12). The words of God through 
Jeremiah centered primarily on his own people t Israel; but lhey also 
extended Eo a much wider circle Jeremiah, as a "prophet lo the 
nations,” predicted the destinies of many other countries beside 
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Israel, including all ihe nations chui make up the area we know today 
as the Middle East, 

Furthermore. God not only assured Jeremiah that He would watch 
over his words lo see lhat they were fulfilled. He also made specific 
provision that Jeremiah's words would be preserved until the time 
came for their final oulworking; 

This is what chr Lord, [he God of Israel, says: “Write lei a bruit al] the 
words 1 have spoken lo you The days arc aiming/ 1 declares [he I orJ, 
"‘when 9 will bring my people Israel umi JuJjh hack from captivity and 
restore [hem to ihe liind J gave their forefathers io possess, “ says the 
Lord 

l Jeremiah 30:2-3) 

Clearly God was looking forward through ihe cenluries to ihe lime 
when He would regather Israel in the land He had appointed for them 
He foresaw that, at that time. His people would enter into a fuller 
understanding of all that had been predicted for them an the words of 
Jeremiah. 

With a sense of awe and excitement. I realized (hat J had been 
privileged to become an eyewitness of the events Jeremiah had 
predicted. 

Here, then, was the answer lo ihe question l had been asking myself 
earlier that evening: What lies ahead? The Word of God, spoken many 
centuries previously through His prophets, was still shaping the 
ongoing destinies, not only of Israel, hui also of ihe other nations 
round about. It provided the only reliable key lo interpreting the 
situation (bat was developing in Ihe Middle Easl. 

Before E finally fell asleep, however. I Concluded That I was not yet 
ready lo apply this key to the present and the future First. 1 needed .i 
clearer understanding of ihe past. Wiih thiv I would be he tier able to 
interpret the new factors in world history that had precipitated lhe 
radical changes now taking place in the Middle Fast. 
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THE DREAM THAT CAME TO 
PASS 


My experiences in Palestine had given me a new perspective of ihe 
previous nineteen centuries. I realized that I had been brought face-to- 
face with a major stream of history wiih which, upiu thui time, I had 
been aitnplclely unfamiliar. My own main field of study had been Ik 
classics, covering the history of Creek and Roman civilization from 
the lime of Homer to ihe breakup of ihe Roman Empire- 

I had also been required to familiarize myself w-i(h the genera] 
course of European history, with particular emphasis on ihu( of my 
own country. Britain. My knowledge of Jewish hisiory had ended 
mote or less where l he New Testa men! c loscd From th i s pets peelive. 
the war between the Jews and Rome, ending wilh the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D., was presented as a minor me idem of Roman 
history. From then on, it was as though Ehe Jewish people had ceased 
to have any signi fleam history. 

Now I began in understand that Jew ish history was something like a 
nver whose course had been altecled by an earthquake. The greater 
pari of its water had descended into a chasm erealed hy the earth¬ 
quake,, w here it continued to flow . Because Us new-course was mostly 
underground, many people assumed that ihe river had ceased to flow 
altogether. Even those who knew- that the river was sldl flowing were 
not aware of ihe exact course il was following 
Toward the end of ihe nincieenih century, however, the river of 
Jewish hisiory emerged once more into the open landscape of world 
history, producing a powerful impart on culture, science and publics. 

16 
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The most distinctive form l and ultimately Ihe mosi significant! in 
which Jew ish history found new expression was Zionism; the belief in 
the reestablishment of an independent Jewish siaie in their historic 
homeland Though ihe river first reemcfgcd as a seemingly insignifi¬ 
cant trickle, it gained steadily in volume, until its impact was now 
being fell throughout the Middle Easl. 

How did a crushed nation “survive"' for ad those cenl uric s'. 3 Whal 
events could possibly have thrust ihe goals of Zionism into ihe 
fore front of world affairs? 

Ever since the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.|>. r die Jewish 
people had held to the dream of reluming to "Zion. For most, it was 
little mure ihan & dream. Dispersed throughout the civilized world, 
w?ld lino slavery, impoverished, persecuted —scill ihcy clung to ibeir 
identity as a people, to their book of ihe Law- uhc TorahK to the 
writings of the rabbis, lo ihe observance of the Sabbath, and Id iheir 
[radiitons. Vcar after scar in the ftissover ceremony, they faithfully 
recited, “Nexl year in Jerusalem!” Bui few ever really believed it. 

Victims of Iheulogi 

Throughoul the long centuries of iheir dispersion, the worst suffer¬ 
ings of the Jewish people were inlliued upon them by Christian*. 
Christian anti-Semitism was based on and nourished hy a combina- 
Eion of theology and popular legends 

A succession of prominent Christian theologians taught (b;n the 
Jews were stilely responsible for the death of Christ, and were there¬ 
fore guilty of the most terrible of all crimes: M deictic/’ ihe murder of 
God. Being thus under the perpetual and irrevocable curse ol God, 
ihey were deserving, in ihis view, of continual exertion and per¬ 
secution 

Popular legends Ehal persisted into The Ewe m itch century charged 
Ehc Jews repeatedly with the ritual murder of Christian children, in 
order to use their blood lor secret ceremonies connected with the 
Passover; Such charges tended in pnxluce two resuiis: the wholesale 
niiissacre of Jewish communities; and ihe canonization by the Church 
of the children purported Co have been murdered. 
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The Christian theologian Lovsky lists ways in which Christian anti- 
Semitism hah it unify found expression; tort tempi, calumnies, ani¬ 
mosity, segregation, forced baptisms. appropriation of children, un- 
iusi trials. pogroms, exiles systematic persecutions, ihcfis H plunder, 
haired (open or concealed t. and social degradation 1 Flannery, p. 60), 

Even in the best of Western literature, the Jews were represented 
consisienth ^ being rapacious, treacherous, covetous people whose 
only profession was usury. Shy lock. ui Shakespeare \ Merchant tf 
VVhj(v'. projects one such stereotype It is sig nit Leant that Jews had 
been banished from England for nearly three hundred years before 
Shakespeare's day- Thus, bis portrait of Shy lock w*s entirely a 
construction of his own imagination and of popular legend. 

It is outside the scope of thth book to analyze in detail the reasons 
for and results of Christian anti-Semitism, For ifatse who desire a 
balanced, scholarly presentation of [his theme. I recommend the book 
The Anguish of the Jews, by Michael Flannery. The author is honest 
and impartial in his exposure of Christian guilt, although he is not 
anti-Christian. In fact, he is a Catholic priest, committed to both 
Christianity and the Church. His bm>k is documented very carefully 
and contains references to many other scholarly works touching on 
various aspects of this theme. 

Dreams—and Dreamers 

In this atmosphere of contempt and persecution, the Jews lived as 
aliens and outcasts from society, a downtrodden people without a 
country. In their darkness, there was just one ray of light—Zion. Yet 
this evoked memories of the past more frequently than hopes for the 
future f rom time to time, however, a leader would arise to give them 
a glimmer of hope chat they could again be a nation in their own 
homeland, 

Orie Mich leader Was David Reubeni, a charismatic Jew ish figure 
from the East who appeared in western Europe about the year 1525. 
Boldly he sought to raise an army to reconquer Palestine for his 
people. Announcing that his brother was the ruler of a Jewish king¬ 
dom near Arabia, Reubeni presented himself first to the Pope. 
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He reminded the Pope that many earlier Church fathers had be¬ 
lieved that Jerusalem would be rebuilt prior to the millennial age 
Amazingly, the Pope received him. endorsed him and sent him off 
w ith letters of recommendation to the king of Portugal. 

The Jewish people nil lied to David Reubeni. since he was the first 
Jew ish leader m many centuries of sufficient stature to speak to a Pope 
and to kings on their behalf When Reubeni finally reached Charles V r 
however, w ho was emperor of the Hob Roman Empire, he was first 
spumed, then arrested, then probably executed. 

Their hopes dashed by this failure, the Jews settled back into their 
resignation. At the end of the fifteenth century, the Inquisition in 
Spain and Portugal seemed to seal their fate Jews were forced to 
convert or die. in many cases, if the church was not satisfied that their 
conversion was genuine, they died anyway. 

With each new wave of persecution. 1 few Jews managed to 
straggle back to Palestine Some eked out a meager existence on the 
soil. Others depended on alms sent them by their more affluent 
brethren in Europe and Asia The Crusades of the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries had left the land desolate* and its lew inhabitants weak and 
dispirited The glories of Jerusalem hud long been forgotten 

By the end of the fifteenth cenlury. according to one pilgrim, only 
4,000 families lived in Jerusalem, Of these, only 70 families were 
Jewish, and they “of the poorest class, lacking even the commonest 
necessities" (Grayzef p 4b4j. Such a description did not build hope 
in the hearts of the Jews of Europe for a restored homeland. As 
Gray/el says further; "The actual slate of Palestine had somehow 
come to stand for the miserable state i»t the Jewish people Both were 
desolate; both were in hostile bsmds: both awaited Clod's redemption" 
ip. 465 1 

Later, in the sixteenth century, the Jews again experienced a brief 
moment of hope. Joseph Nasi, a wealthy Portuguese Jew who had 
tied to Turkey, rose high in the favor of the Sultan. This powerful ruler 
made Nasi Duke of Naxos, an island in the Aegean Sea; and granted 
him complete rights to (be Tiberias section of Palestine Nasi planned 
to use his great wealth and influence m settle a large number of fellow 
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Jews in ihii' area. and lo obtain silkworms as a means or li vdihoml for 
the colony. 

Be tore the plan couJd be carried oul, however, war broke oul 
between Turkey and Venice. In the turmoil, Joseph Nasi fell from 
favor and Joil his power. Again, Jewish hopes were dashed 

Help from an these peeled Source 

At this juncture, when Jewish faith and strength were at ihetr lowest 
ebb, hope ami help came from an unexpected source—Christians in 
England The Christian Church ihere had been as guilty in its atiifude 
and conduci toward the Jews as had the resi oil he Church. From 1290. 
when England deported every Jew living ihere. the nation had heen 
without a Jewish community. Only the caricature of Shylock had 
remained. 

The Iran station of the Bible into English in the 1500s. however, 
heralded a renewed confidence in the authority of Scripture, and its 
relevance to the life of God's people There also came a spiritual 
awakening among Christian scholars and laymen alike, which in¬ 
cluded a new understanding of God's purpose tor the Jewish people 
and for their historic homeland. 

The first Christian effort to expound the theory of a negalhcred 
Israel cost the author his life. Burned a* a heretic in 1589 was Francis 
Kelt, a Fellow* of Corpus Christi College at my own alma motor* 
Cambridge. 

The idea did not die with him, however, as other Elizabethan 
churchmen, including the lAintans, began lo speak and write about 
h ’ihe calling of the Jews ,r Almost without except ion, those who 
supported this new interpretation of Bible prophecy turned that 
mass voluntary conversion to Christianity would precede the Jews’ 
return lo I heir land. 

Sir Henry Finch's book. TTie Resiauration tfthrJews* published in 
I62L depicted a perfect theocracy in the restored land of Israel. His 
prediction- that “all the gentiles shall bring their glory inlo thy 
empire" provoked Immediate, violent opposition in both Church 
and stale. 
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James I considered the book personal libel, and arrested the elderly 
Sir Henry and his publisher They were held only a few weeks, hut 
the experience caused others to use more discreikin in their statements 
and writings. Still, despite [^position and persecution, the idea had 
taken root, and w ould eonlinue lo grow among the Fun tans and 
others, 

The Christian dream of a restored Jewish state nourished in En¬ 
gland between Lfr40 and I fib*. It was believed, as David Reuben i 
proclaimed earlier, that this state would usher in (he messianic age and 
the Millennium There was a flurry of ideas, movements and books 
among men of considerable stature Oliver Cromwell. Samuel Ptpys. 
Henry Oldenburg, Baruch Spinoza and others—alt espoused the 
cUk - trine of Restoration.'’ 

In fact, the word itself, when capitalized, came to have ihai one 
meaning: the Restoration of Israel. Attention was focused on the 
Jew ish people. Some believed that the Indians of the New World were 
the “Ten Lost Tribes/* Gibers believed lhat They themselves were 
members of ihe Ten Lost Ttfbes-—persons such as Thomas Tany, a 
London goldsmith who wanted lo bring the Restoration into being. 
Those who believed this doctrine of " British Israel'" were later called 
"invisible Hebrews .’’ 

Even as British support grew , persecution of Jews was beginning 
again in eastern Europe, this time by the Cossacks tl is not surprising 
that Sabbat a i Zcvi, the son of a Jew ish tradesman in Smyrna, gained 
widespread attention m England when he proelajnied himsell Mes¬ 
siah of the Jewish people . 

Zevi announced that, in the year he would lead his people 
back to their hEvmeland. Fictitious reports thai shiploads of Jews were 
bound tor destine stirred up as much excitement among non-Jew sin 
London as among the large Jewish population in other elites of 
Europe. The millcnurians were predicting that I6hb would be "'the 
wonderful year.” 

Sahbatai Zcvi did arrive in Constantinople in iGbfc. Bui instead of 
taking l he Sultan s crown, he became the prisoner of the Sultan- and 
converted lo Nam. This time it was not only the hopes of Jews that 
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were dashed. Christians who believed in Restoration fell an almost 
equal despair. 

Writings on this Theme 

TW significant writings of ihis period dropped from sight, and did 
not reappear unfit the next greaE w^ve of Zionism at the end of the 
nineteenth century, Both these hooks were written by Christians who 
studied the biblical prophecies, then looked with the eye of faith 
across the centuries to a restored nation of Israel 
The first book, Nave Srjtyma (The Ideal City Jerusalem Regained ). 
was a Utopian novel, originally published anonymously in IMS in 
Latin it came to light again only in 1902, the same year in which 
Theodor Hcrzl published his novel on the same theme. Ahneuhad 
(Old New Land;, 

Now Sofymo was the w ork of Samuel Gate w ho was influenced by 
John Mi Lion. This book, unlike other Utopian works, is notable 
because its setting was neither a “Nowhere" nor a “Somewhere." 
but specifically the land of Israel. The success of the society it 
portrayed was based on a religion that synthesized Judaism and 
Christianity- 

One sinking example of the prophetic insight in this book is the 
statement put into the mouth of one of its main characters: 

ll is fining in every true republic then we take special care of the 
young, and in this the providence of God has noc made our endeavors 
ineffectual. for it is well-known ihat a more beautiful and talented 
progeny has grown up among us since our restoration. 

t Kohler, p. 24> 

This description could be applied, w ithout modification, to con¬ 
temporary Israel. 

The other hoot. The Way of Light* by Johann Amos Comeflius 
tKoniensky), foresaw a messianic age that would be preceded by the 
restoration of the Jews in their land Comenius, a Czech pioneer 
educator living in England, had written his book in 1 M2, but it was 
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not published until lb67. and then only in Latin, When the hook was 
finally transluted into English and primed in 193 K, it was obvious that 
Come reus" thinking was three centuries ahead of hi* time- 

Ch rtsli an-Jew ish I ntervhu itgc 

The most significant Jew ish leader in the 16fl0s was Manassch ben 
Israel. tahbi of Amsterdam I Ms bunk. Tin Hope of Israel, linked the 
meviiunism of the British Flint a ns with Jewish nwssiartism He also 
bdieved that the Restoration of Israel must include the ‘"Ten Lost 
Tribes"; and he quickly accepted the PliriEan notion that the Indians of 
(he New World were these lost kinsmen. 

His studies in the hook of Daniel, coupled with the prophecy of 
“scattering from one end of the earth even to I he other” (Deutero¬ 
nomy 2S:h4. KJV). con v a need him that England inusi readmit Jews 
w ithin her borders. He worked together wish British Christian Refu¬ 
tation ists lo bring ibis about: but he did not live to see it happen in the 
mid-1650s. AN the same, his work encouraged those British Chris¬ 
tians who were looking for Jewish leaders lo bring their vision to 
pass. 

One of the paradoxes of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
was that many influential Jews did not believe they would be restored 
to ihcir homeland, while many mil at! nc Lai Christians did. A lively 
debate was sparked in l?K? w hen Joseph Priestley. world-renowned 
naturalist, philosopher and theologian, proposed that Jews acknowl¬ 
edge Jesus as Messiah, come to [he end of iheir sufferings and be 
gathered to ihe Holy Land 

David Levi, the first Jew to Iran state the PCntatcueh mto English, 
responded to Priestley s thesis wuh revulsion, especially the idea that 
the Messiah had already come. His writings demonstrate that most 
devout Jews of his day were not anticipating either lhe coming of the 
Messiah or a return lo their land 

The monr striking paradox, which endured until (he nineieemh 
ceniury. was thal many eminent British ihinkers. authors and poets 
believed strongly in the Restoration movement, while il remained 
virtually unknown lo political leaders [see Kobler. p. 42). 
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In 17*^9, for example, when Napoleon Bonaparte’s fortes invaded 
Palestine, leaders of the British Restoration movement tailed cm him 
to grant the Jews a homeland. They believed that the full of the 
Ottoman Empire was inevitable; yet the British govemmcnl sorted 
tirelessly to preserve Turkey and tls dominion. Napoleon's victory 
was short-lived, however, and his retreat after only one month ended 
the hope of the Restswaiionisis. 

God’s plan for the Jews and their homeland look on new impor¬ 
tance at this time. In 1800 James Bicbems. m his book. Th? Rtmw* 
tim of the Jcws^-Critis fvr Alt Nation.*. concluded that Restoration 
was not conditional on con vers ion to Ch rist i an i t} Twenl y ye a rs I ate r. 
an anonymous English writer sounded the first Cal! for Christians and 
lews to cooperate peacefully to bring a Jewish state into being. 

The names of nineteenth-century Christians who embraced the 
concept of a restored Jewish state read like a section of “Who's 
Who": Sir Isaac Newton. Charles Darwin, the tart of Shaftesbury, 
Lord PaJmerslone, Benjamin Disraeli. Robert Browning, George 
Eliot, John Adams, and others. 

One of the most colorful was Sir Laurence Ohphant soldier, 
diplomat, author, scholar of Russian language and culture* journalist, 
member of the British Parliament. In about 3S?K r Oltphant became 
aware of the plight of European Jewry and ^ei oui with characteristic 
zeal to secure for them ’the land of Gilead/' east of the Jordan River 

He obtained ihe endorsement of Lord Salisbury and also of Ben¬ 
jamin Disraeli (Lord BcKorafreld). who was a Jew hy hirtb. a 
Christian by faith (Disraeli is considered mie of the greatest states¬ 
men the Jewish people have ever produced, and n*se to the highest 
pinnacle of Western politics or his day—Prime Minister of the British 
Empire .) Even the Prince of Wales—(be future Edward VJ [—encour¬ 
aged Oliphanl He then cTossed the Channel to Ruis to secure [be 
additional support of the French Foreign Minister 

Armed with documents from the governments of England and 
France, Oliphant set off for Constantinople to sec the Sul Ian. In 1880, 
at what seemed the most propitious moment for the success of his 
plan, Disraeli fell from power and the foreign policy of Britain was 
reversed. No longer would she be the Sultan's protector Again (he 
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hopes of British Restoration! sts, as well as the Jews of Europe, had 
come to nothing. 

Meanwhile, Jew ish intellectuals m Russia initiated their own form 
ol Zionism: Htnwfi Zion (Lovers of Zion), They realized (hat assim¬ 
ilation would not save (hem front the pvgrvms {organized massacre*) 
that were the expression of the anti-Semitism then sweeping across 
Europe. The organization spread rapidly through the Jew ish commu¬ 
nities on the Continent and to Britain 

Laurence Oliphant joined forces with the Lovers of Zion, and 
worked Ihe rest of his life to help them As Russian Jews in small 
numbers began making their way lo Palestine, Oliphanl and his wife 
left the comforts of England to settle in Haifa to he on the scene lo 
assist the new arrivals. He died (here in 18H8 P having lived to see new 1 
agricultural settlement* begun by these refugees from persecution. 

Theodor Her? I —and His Friend 

The name of Theodor Her?.I is forever inscribed in history as the 
faiher of modem Zionism. When he came onto the scene, events 
began to move with remarkable speed. Alter the first World Zionist 
Congress in Basel. Switzerland, in I . he said: 

Al Basel E hiundcd the Jewish SIjCl 1 ' If I sa.id [hisout Jnutl today I 
would be greeted hy univvrvij] hughEei. In five yeiits, perhaps, and 

certainly in fifty years, everyone will perceive it. 

(Du wmoy, p. 581 

Seven years later Theodor Herd was dead; but exactly fifty years 
later, on November 29* 1947, the United Nations voted to establish 
Jewish state in Palestine 

Behind these historic scenes was an unknow n hut most remarkable 
Christian minister, the chaplain of the British Embassy in Vienna. 
William Hechter, an Anglican clergyman and son of a Hebrew schol¬ 
ar, became convinced from his study of Bible prophecy that IK97 was 
the crucial year for lhe restoration of the Jewish state. Therefore, 
when he read Her?I s hook, Oer Judenstaai (The Jewish State), three 
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weeks atier us publication in l&9h, he went directly to Her/1 and put 
at Her/Is disposal to help to bring the vision to reality. 

Hechter, although an unprepossessing man. had impressive com 
nections. Early in his caner he had served as tutor \o ihe children of 
Frederic, Grand Duke of Baden, who was the uncle of Kaiser 
Wilhelm. Furiheimore, he had persuaded the (hand Duke and other 
members of the German royal family that the Jewish slate would he 
restored; and he had shown them his biblical charts and diagrams 13e 
now offered to open doors for Her/!, 

Her/1 was not a religious man. He knew little about the prophet*. 
But he was a pragmatist. He recognized that he needed the endorse¬ 
ment and support of secular rulers* if he were to gain the respect and 
support of his Jewish brethren Furthermore. Hcchlcr was British: and 
Iterzl knew that British Christian Restorationists were probably the 
^longest allies he could find for his cause. So he accepted Hechter's 
offer Within one month of that first encounter Hechlcr hud arranged 
a two-hour audience for Her/1 with Grand Duke Frederic* and had 
himself spoken directly to Kaiser Wilhelm on Hera! 's behalf. Frederic 
endorsed HefzTs plan, and used his influence to arrange meetings 
with the Kaiser, which eventually took place in Constantinople and 
Jerusalem in October 1H9H. 

It wu the audience with Frederic of Baden, however, that made 
Herds name known in the royal courts of Europe, and Hechter’s 
tireless efforts—and prayers—that opened other door* for him as 
well, Herat's earliest Jewish followers wens poor and lacking in 
influence: but he grew in stature through being received by ministers 
and evert some crowned heads, and the Jewish world began to be 
encouraged. At last one of their own wiih speaking on their behalf, 
claiming their right to independence and their historic homeland 1 

With William Hechter and British Restorationists on the one side, 
and Theodor Here I and the Work! Zionist Congress on the other, the 
confluence of the two Zionist streams began In 1900, the World 
Zionist Congress met in London, and M Palestine for the Jews" be¬ 
came the rallying cry there. 

In 1902 a new wave of pogroms in Russia threw- panic into the 
budding Zionist movement. The Zionist Congresses in 1902 and 1903 
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were w illing to accept any piece of land any where to save the lives of 
those being mercilessly slaughtered. ITie British offered kind in the 
Sinai in 1902. When that plan collapsed, die Congress of 1903 
considered Uganda. 

The British Foreign C>ldec officially recognized ihe Zionist Move 
menl as a diplomatic entity in 1903 by their Idler offering Uganda as a 
place of refuge for Jews Her/1 and many others were w tiling to accept 
ihi 1 - land in East Africa where they were promised autonomy and self- 
government , bul the Congress could not reach agreement Hechter, an 
unofficial purlicipant, was one of those who argued iten accepting 
Uganda would save some lives, but that it might forever preclude 
resettlement in their own true homeland. 

By August E904, Her/1 was dead When the Congress met again, it 
abandoned ihe Uganda plan 

Pales!ine —I hr C ruci h te 

Jews continued to stream toward Intestine, meanwhile, like birds 
in migration. Return to Zion was a dream whose time had come. No 
longer needing prodding from Christians, they came from Russia and 
Eastern Europe; from Morocco* Iraq. Turkey and Yemen Between 
1904 and 1915, 4f).EK)£) immigrants arrived, nearly doubling the 
Jewish population—still only twelve percent of the total This was rhe 
beginning of the kibbutz movement of collective settlements; of the 
citrus industry; of new towns Esuch as Tel Aviv in I909); of social 
programs; of Jew ish industry. 

From ISftU. when Britain's attitude Inward the Ottoman Empire 
had changed, Germany had been the Sultan's protector The defeat of 
Germans m World War I, however, changed lhat whole situation. 
When British forces under General Allenby captured Jerusalem front 
the Turks, in 1917, Ottoman rule ended ami British mandatory rule 
began, General A Her by. u Christian, dismounted from bis horse and 
entered Jerusalem on fool* because ,l no one but the Messiah should 
enter this city mounted." 

One month earlier, on November 2, 1917, Lord Balfour, the British 
Foreign Secretary, had issued a declaration stating: ’^His Majesty's 
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government views with favour [he establishment in Palestine of a 
national home for the Jewish people . ." The Balfixir Declaration 

did not create a Jewish stale, but it prepared the way for one. Lord 
Balfour was a Christian who believed in the Restoration of Israel H i\ 
Declaration caused Christian Rescorntsonists and Jewish Zionists lo 
rejoice together 

This rejoicing was short-lived, however, since no great changes 
occurred immediately. Until 1920, Palestine Was adminislcred by the 
British military government, which ignored the Balfour Declaration. 
When the British government eventually appointed their Fust High 
Commissioner, they chose Herbert Samuel, a Jew, who worked to 
improve conditions tor the new settlers. He also established Hebrew 
as lhe third language of the country. 

Almost from (he outset, there were problems between Arabs and 
Jews. Various factors contributed to the tension. The policy and 
methods of the British government differed decisively from those of 
the Turks who had ruled the area for 400 years. There ms a large 
influx of Jew ish immigrants with heterogeneous backgrounds, cul¬ 
tures and languages The whole character of the country was undergo¬ 
ing radical change. The Arabs. Who Strongly relented all this, began 
to oegani ec anti-Jewish riots. 

In 191^ the Zionists had reached amicable agreement with Emir 
Faisal, the leader of the Arab movement, and believed [hat they could 
live peaceably side by side When Rusal's brother Abdullah moved 
into eastern Palestine with a band of guerrillas in 1921, however, [he 
situation changed 

Winston Churchill, British Secretary of the colonies, recognized 
Abdullah as Emir; and, w ilh a stroke of his pen, partitioned pilesline. 
creating the new mandatory territory of Transjordan. He hoped he 
would thus placate the Arabs by giving them four-fifths of the total 
territory In 1922, the British brought the Palestine question before 
the League of Nations, which confirmed these boundaries 

It is noteworthy that U-5. President Woodrow Wilson, a Christian 
and a Bible student, sent this protest against this arbitrary act of 
partition: 
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The Zionist cause is tied to the security of Biblical boundaries and 
h.is mi view the economic development ol ihe country This nieuns that 
in the north Palestine should reach to the River Litani and the source of 
Ihe streams ol Mount Herman; m the east it should include the plants of 
Juulon and Hariri Otherwise we would have .i case of mutilation. I 
would like to remind you (hat neither Washington nor Pans have 
man ikseed opposition to the Zionist plan nor to securing indispensable 
Biblical boundaries 

lUuvcmoy. p. 115} 

Winston Churchill's concessions to the Arab* did not put an end to 
their opposition, which was manifested in continued rioting and acts 
of terrorism. Sometimes the British Army suppressed these Arab 
ricus: at other times they were quelled by the Jewish self-defense 
organization, ihe Hagimttk. 

In 1929 Arabs holed over the issue of Jew s praying ;u the "Wailing 
Waif" LLrud I hen massacred 70 defenseless Jews in Hebron on the 
Sabbath. After that, the Haganak usually [rained a corps of volun¬ 
teers to prolecl small isolated settlements. In later years the British 
armed "peace hands" of moderate Arabs in order to help protect the 
country from roving Arab terrorist bands 

.Struts Its. Con flic I s, PriuKirev-i 

In spite of all these difficulties. Jew ish development continued lo 
flourish. Young Jew ish Zionists from Eastern Europe immigrated in 
targe numbers immediate I y after (he Bailout Declaration 
In the mid-1920s. middle-class artisans and shopkeepers arrived to 
settle the towns and cities, and to build factories, shops, hotels and 
restaurants. Construction and mad building became major industries. 
The Jew ish National Fund bought up sizable tracts ol land for settle¬ 
ment with money provided by Zionist organizations m other vwn- 
tries The General Federation of Jewish Labor, the Hrsiadrut, was 
founded in 1922 Within the Histadnit. leadership emerged that was 
dcMined to form Israel s first government in 194ft. 
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From ihc lime of partition in 1922, no Jewish immigration was 
permitted lt> eastern Palestine—i,e., Transjordan No such re¬ 
strictions, however, wen: plated on Arab im nigral km to the Jewish 
homeland Arabs entered freely to fake advantage of the higher wages 
and living standards resulting from Jewish development. In fact, 
while the Jewish population rose by 375.000 between World War I 
and World War II. [he non-Jewish population increased by 380,000 
Interestingly enough, [he Arab increase was largest in arras of inten¬ 
sive Jewish development le.g., a 2l6 ( £ increase in Haiia), and negli¬ 
gible where there was little Jewish influx. 

Hitler's rise to power in Germany in 1933 caused much of the 
Jewish immigration. By 1936, more than 164+0Q0 new .settlers 
reached Idlest me. Some of them, were able to bring in substantial 
amounts of capital for investment. Absentee Arab landlords look 
advantage of she situation, and sold swampy, rocky or sandy soil at 
exorbitant prices. Jews paid mom than $20 million to Arab [and 
owners hei ween 1933-35. Then they drained the swamp*, watered (he 
deserts, and planted frees and crops- All bough most of the Jewish 
people had been sway from the soil for centuries, they developed 
unparalleled skill, when they relumed to their homeland, for making 
the barren land produce abundant crops, 

Mounting tension between Jews and Arabs through the decade of 
the 1930s created additional tension between the new Jewish immi¬ 
grants and the British mandatory government. Although there was an 
element of strong pro-Zionist public opinion in Britain, considera¬ 
tions of expediency often caused the government to attempt to ap¬ 
pease the Arabs. 

When World War IE broke out in 1939, almost the entire Jewish 
population between the ages of IK and 50— 136*000 persons in all— 
volunteered immediately tor the British Army IIk British selected 
only a few hundred specialists at that time, hut by the end of the war 
more than 26.fKX> lews from Palestine were serving in the Jewish 
Brigade. Fighting it common enemy strengthened Bricish-Jew ish lies, 
especially when most Arabs m Palestine were indifferent or pro-Nazi 
The Arab Mufti of Jerusalem in particular was openly pro-Nazi, and 
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visited Germany in 194C to offer Arab assistance in the Nazi “final 
solution hi the Jewish problem,*' 

The large military force in the Middle East during must of World 
War IE helped the Jewish economy in Palestine Agricultural produc¬ 
tivity increased, especially as new Jewish settlements developed in 
the more fertile parts of the country. Industry and technology in war- 
related materials flourished For both Jews and Arabs, it was a time of 
quiet, somewhat like the eye in the center of a hurricane. When World 
War ll ended, currents began to swirl again, which have not yet 
abated. 
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The destiny of the Jewish community in ^destine. and ultimately 
of the entire Jewish people woridmdc. hung in ihe balance from W4h 
lo W4H. Up to the lime of my discharge from ihe British Army in 
April 1946. I had been an interested hue passive spectator of the 
situation developing; in Palestine While deeply stirred by the way C 
saw various aspects of Bible prophecy being fulfilled before my eves. 
I had no thought of becoming actively involved The providence of 
God, however, decreed otherwise. 

For a while after my discharge. Lydia and [ continued to Jive with 
our girls in Ramatlah. Soon, however* our Arab neighbors made it 
dear they were no longer willing to lolerate Jewish girls living in their 
midst We had no alternative but la move to Jerusalem, before the 
haired burning in our neighbors' eyes erupted into acts of violence 
against the girls. 

In Jerusalem, the tension was increasing steadily. Sabotage by 
Jewish underground organizations provoked retaliation and repres¬ 
sion by (he British military forces. Armed dashes tore the uneasy 
peace. Arab snipers armed with Titles siaiinned I hem selves on roof¬ 
tops or other vantage points, and shot indiscriminately at passe rsby 
At night the streets grew dark and deserted, and no one dared to go 
out. 

In spite of the prevailing tensions, I was able lo enroll a$ a 
postgraduate student at Ihe Hebrew University, then located on Mount 
Scopus, close io the place I had concluded my military service With 
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sporadic interruptions, I was able to continue my studies there for (he 
nest eighteen months. 

Effects nf J^rtitinn 

On November 29. 1947, the Uniicd Nations voted to partition 
Palestine into I wo separate slates, one Jewish and one Arab. From I his 
point on* the situation in Jerusalem degenerated rapidly into a Mate of 
undeclared wur. Jews and Arabs were no longer willing lo live side- 
by-side. The city was split up into a number of armed camps, some 
controlled by Jews and others by Arabs. 

Officially, the British were still responsible for the maintenance of 
law and order The military forces they had at I heir disposal were more 
than sufficient to enable them lo carry out their task effcciivdy. 

To my dismay, they chose not to do this instead, they openly 
tolerated—amt even al limes supported—ihe looting and murder 
carried out by armed bands of Arabs against Jews. They also used 
their military superiority to prevent the Jews from acquiring ihe 
weapons they needed lo defend themselves With my firsthand 
know ledge of the methods of the British Arms, I could come lo only 
one conclusion: My country's official representatives in Palest we at 
r kui iunr nrre doing eiTryihing in fheir pour?, short a*/ open nwr, jw 
prevent the emergence of the Hate vf Israel, 

One major element in the "security forces" under Ihe direction of 
the British was the Arab Legion. This was the official military force of 
Transjordan tlater renamed Jordan K—trained* equipped, financed and 
commanded by the British . So far as the Jew ish people were con¬ 
cerned, however, the Arab Legion offered them no security whatever. 
On the contrary, u w-as ihe most power! ul of ihe various Arab forces 
aligned agamst them. 

On ihe evening of December 12. 1947. through a conversation 
providentially overheard by one of our girls, we learned (hat a truck 
full of armed soldiers from the Arab Legion was making pvepacMions 
to attack our bouse Since we had no protection against ibis kind of 
"security/ 1 our whole family simply filed out into the dark, deserted 
streets of Jerusalem. After wandering lor two hours, we found refuge 
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tor ibe night m an American t.'hri.stjjn mission In the morning. the 
Moslem Arabs in the neighborhood of this mission sent word to the 
missionary in charge that if he cootmued to harbor our Jew-i’ll] girls, 
they would hum the building down. Twenty-four hours later, we again 
found ourselves refugees in Hie streets of Jerusalem. 

Ksr the next two months we lived Hie life of refugees, until we were 
eventually invited to move into a large mission building in I he main 
Jewish area of Jerusalem. The missionaries who hud occupied it were 
leaving the country, arid wished us to take charge of the building in 
their absence. There we remained through the months dial saw lhe 
birth of ihc state of Israel. 

Jerusalem Besieged 

By this time, the Jewish area ol Jerusalem had become a city under 
siege. AH communication had ceased with the Arab communities that 
lay to the north, east and south. To the west, roving, semi-military 
bands of Arabs had cut the route to l ei Aviv and the coastal area. 

The British did nothing to restrain these Arab hands Instead, they 
used their forces to prevent the Jew s from taking any effective steps to 
reopen the road between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem Consequently, the 
area in which we lived was deprived of almost all food supplies and 
was on the verge of starvation. 

On May 14. 1948, the British forces foully withdrew from Pal¬ 
estine . and the state of Israel* was officially proclaimed. The very next 
day, all the surrounding Arab nations declared war on Israel and 
commenced full-scale military operations against it. with the de 
Clared i mention of destroy i ng the new s Late A tainI of more than fort y 
million people, with modem, we 11-equipped armies, were thus at war 
with a liny, newborn nation of less than 640.000 people, whose 
volunteer army had been assembled at 4K hours" notice, with no 
equipment except a random assortment of light arms. 

On May 17. the Arab Legion srarted to shell the Jewish section of 
Jerusalem with heavy artillery The first shell exploded only yards 
from the building in w hich we were living. A large jagged fragment 
Hew through an open window, passed directly between two of our 
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girls, and battered a hole about Vm indies deep in the opposite wait, 
Both girls were knocked down by the blast. When the shell fragment 
was cool enough to handle, L picked il up and examined it ll consisted 
of nearly half the base of the shell. Neatly imprinted on it were the 
words “Made in Britain " 

The Arab Leg km continued their shelling of Jerusalem for almost a 
month, as casualties mounted among the civilian population, They 
made no attempt to confine their fin: to what might have been 
considered military objectives. They rained shells at random on 
hospitats. churches and diplomatic buildings, even though these were 
marked clearly with the appropriate insignia. 

Early in lune, the United Nations succeeded in imposing a tempo¬ 
rary ceasefire in Palestine. For four weeks this halted fult-seale 
fighting, although sniping and sporadic minor clashes continued. I 
took advantage of Ihe ces-serire to write a letter to the Vice Chancellor 
of Cam bridge University (who happened to be a personal friend), in 
which I described events in Palestine as I had witnessed them over the 
past six months I asked him to use his good offices to bring the 
situation to the attention of both the government and the press. 

My teller closed with this summary: 

Wbt I have written above. I have written tine of a profound convic¬ 
tion ihiLl deserves to he plainly slated and widely known . t 
can sum up my conclusions m tour sentences: 

tit Since November 1947. the British (puvcmmcni hits systemai- 
Li'ally resisted [he implementation of I he United Nations decision 
concerning Palestine and Hie setting up of a Jewish sijie. 

ily Within Paleslme, the present policy of the British Cmu eminent is 
calculated to increase I he possibility of prolonged and heavy f gluing 
t If Outside l^lesline, I he effect of British policy iv io undermine ihc 
United Nations Organisation. 

<4f The indiscriminate shelling cif Jerusalem, continued for lwenty- 
seven days and mg;his. is—in all hut name—a British rrulliars opera¬ 
tion 

In dosing, tel rube piw utterance Id [WcS queslklfis that now- form 
themselves daily in my mind: l3o the people of Bn lain krtoW what is 
hein^ done in their name in Palestine? If so, are they satisfied about it 1 





46 i in. i.akt wonr> ok the .e f. vsi 

At this stage. however, all regular mail service mil of the country 
had ceased' and by the time my Jelter reached the Vice Chancellor it 
was loo late for him to make any effective use of the informal ion. 

V Nation Born in a lhi> 

When the four-week Ceasefire ended, full-scale fighting resumed 
immediately, in the intervening period, both Jews and Arabs had 
consolidated their positions and brought in additional supplies, There 
had also been another kind of change in lhe situation, however—one 
that could not be explained merely in terms of military supplies or 
Strategy. 

It was one of those intangible, indefinable factors in human affairs 
that are noi recorded in official histories. Vet ils effect was decisive. 
From the new perspective l had gained since coming to Israel. I saw it 
as ihe outworking of the most powerful force in human affair*—the 
prophetic Word of God. By all accepted standards, ihe odds against 
Israel were still overw helming Yet I w atc hed in awe as the tide of war 
turned again*! (he Arab armies—slowly at llrst. bui unmistakably By 
the end of 39JK t virtually all the invading Arab armies had been 
forced to withdraw', and the state of Israel was established within 
border'^ somewhat larger lhan those originalEy proposed by the United 
Nations, (See p. 3 43 in tbc back of this book tor a chronology of 
events from E 047 -198 2 i, 

Undoubtedly, further conflicts and tremendous sacrifices still Jay 
ahead , but one fact of paramount importance overshadowed all else: 
ihe state of Israel hud been iwn and had sun n ed. 

Once again, I found in (he words of one of Israel’s prophets a 
summary of the events I had witnessed. The account, written thou¬ 
sands of years earlier, could nor be surpassed for its vividness, or for 
ihe way u focused precisely on those leatur** that were unique; 

Who has ever heard of such a thing'? 

Who has ever seen such (tilings? 

Can a country he hom m a day 
or u nidkm he brought forth in a moment? 
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Vet no sooner h Zion in labor 
than she gives birth to her children. 

(Isaiah 66:H i 

ITim was exactly whut I bad been permitted to see with my own 
eyes! On one dory—May 14. 1948—Israel was bom as a complete 
nation, ivith its own government, armed forces arid all necessary 
iidmiflisirative functions, ‘true, everything had been improvised hast¬ 
ily and on a smalt scale Vet all the necessary ingredients were [here to 
make Israel a sovereign n^non within Us own borders So fur its I 
knew, such an event was without parallel in human history. 

Our final yeann Jerusalem. W8, w-as fraught w Eth much hardship 
Lind danger, but we all survived without personal injury. Toward the 
end of that year. Lydia and l moved with our family 10 Britain. In 
rctnttpecU we recognized that all we had gone through was a small 
price to pay for the privilege of witnessing perhaps the most important 
fulfil Intent of biblical prophecy since the first century. 

Retrospect from Britain 

In my native land once again after an absence of seven years, I 
reflected further on ihe role Britain had played in the closing period of 
the mandate in Palestine. I am British by birth, and grateful for my 
heritage. It gives rite no satisfaction lo record the misdeeds of Britain's 
off icial representatives. 

Nevertheless. I believe it is important that the FaeT* he stated 
clearly, because there arc *igniikan! lesson* lo be learned—lessons 
fhm could benefit other nations and governments today 

A* indicated in the previous chapter ihe people of Britain made a 
unique contribution to the establishment of the state of Israel. For 
more lhan three centuries, Christians in Britain had noun.shed a 
vision, bused on the Bible, thin God desired to make of the Jew ish 
people a sovereign nation once again in their ow n land, 

Pol ideally, this vision found expression through such men as Lord 
Shaftesbury and Lon l B a Hour In 3 917 it rhe Bui four Declaration, 
mude on behalf of the British government, that set into motion the 



48 the Last word <>* the miihht east 

political processes lhai issued, 31 vicars later, in ibe eslablishmenl of 
the Male of Israel. It was the British government, loo. that look the 
decisive step of placing before the United Nations the future of 
Palestine. 

After all this. K amounted to inconsistency and hypocrisy of the 
highest order lor I he same British government to attempt to under¬ 
mine the decision of the United Nations by resisting (he establishment 
of the stale of Israel. Such conduct tarnished the reputation of Britain 
and proved to he the first stage of a prolonged national decline. 

This shift in British policy at a crucial moment in I he history of the 
Middle East came about without any official decision of the British 
Parliament, and without the majority of the British public s being 
aware of what was taking place. What were the factors I hat contributed 
to such a shift? Two were clearly discernible 

First, there were calculations—never publicly formulated—of eco¬ 
nomic and political expediency. As early as 1939. it had become clear 
tiiiii the world would soon face a shortage of oil. At the same time the 
economies of all the developed m lions were becoming more and mote 
dependent each year on ever increasing supplies of oil. 

A major share of the world’s store of oil was controlled by the Arab 
nations of the Middle East The unavowed goal of British policy wus 
to continue offering Jipsemtre lo the Balfour Dec I a ration, but at the 
*ame time to gain favor with the Arabs by underhanded activities 
-ilined at sabotaging lhe emerging Jew ish state. Second , latent ele¬ 
ments of anti Semilisni were festering among l he British that surfaced 
al this juncture. As w ith (he calculations concerning oil. these anli 
Semitic sentiments were not H for the most part, given official 
pnession [although some utterances by military commanders musl he 
excepted). Nevertheless, sent intents of this kind influenced critical 
decisions on policy and, still more, the practical application ol policy. 

'The people who yielded to such sentiments—and gave such direc¬ 
tion lo British policy regarding the Middle Hast—overlooked one 
important fact: there is a moral and spiritual force m Hurt in die 
destinies of nations. The responsibility of government goes beyond 
mere calculation* of economic or military expedience To sacrifice 
moral and spiritual principles on such an altar will never sene ihe best 
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interests of any nation. Ironically, lhe calculations that prompt this 
kind of conduct ultimately yield results opposite to those intended. 

An illustration of this principle comes from Exodus, (lie Israelites 
were aliens in Egypt, their late determined largely by the pharaoh 
who occupied the throne At a certain point, a new and despotic king 
came to power with a new “ Jewish policy." He proclaimed it as 
fallows: 

"Look," he said to his people, "the Israelites have become much 
iiki numerous for us. Come, we must deal shrewdly wilh them or they 
will become even more numerous and. if war breaks mil. will pin out 
enemies, fight against us pnd leave the Country," 

(Exodus Ir9-I0l 

This new king reversed the policy ol his predecessors and op¬ 
pressed ihe Israelites. The record goes on lo show, however, that his 
“shrewd dealing ' could not ultimately prevent the outworking of 
God’s purpose for Israel It only proved disastrous for Egypt. Such is 
the end of "expediency” that opposes the revealed purposes of Grid 
A single verse in Proverbs succinctly states I he futility of opposing the 
purposes of God: "There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan I hat can 
succeed against the Lord” (Proverbs 21:30). 

Likew ise, a single verse m Job reveals that (he desliny of every 
nation is determined ultimately by God: "He makes nations great, 
and destroys them; he enlarges nations, and disperses I hem” I Job 
12:25 k 

For any nation or government, ii is expedient to gain the favor of 
almighty God; bul it is extremely inexpedient to incur His disfavor. 
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Ef the birth of Israel was miraculous. the growth of that tin\ new 
Miik 1 was equally so. In its first decade* ihis infant nation of less than 
640*000 absorbed more than twice lhai number of new immigrants, 
many of them refugees. They housed them, clothed them, ted them, 
taught them the Hebrew language, trained I hem. placed them m jnhs 
Even with such rapid Eternal growth. Israel built up its defense forces 
and held ai hay hostile Arab nations on all sides 

It is outside I he scope of this book to provide y detailed history ol 
The Mate of Israel! Ycl il is impossible lo comprehend the magnitude of 
the pressures under which Israel presently cm sis without un overall 
awareness of the events that haur taken place since I94H . For readers 
unfamiliar with this period of Israel V hi slur y. therefore. I have pre 
pared a brief chronology, which can he found an the spec ml section at 
the back of this hook 

The pressures to which Israel! hascontinuously been subjected are 
possibly without parallel in history hostile neighbors, five wars, 
terrorism, inflation, media misreprescnlatnin. economic boycott 
This tiny nation with a population of Jess than four million occupies 
an area less than W.IHXt square miles. In contrast, its hostile Arab 
neighbors number more than 150 million people, living on five 
million square miles. The armies of the Arab League number nearly 
one million men. contrasted with Israels 164.000 i.See page 153. i 
Nevertheless, the nation has continued to grow and flourish, In the 
face of all their pressures, (he Israelis plant anti hardest, bin Id ami 
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manufacture, develop (heir culture, Behind this lies, one inescapable 
fact: teraet '5 suniwlis aJ stake. The same imponderable supernatural 
force that brought the nation to birth continues to preserve and uphold 
st. Simply slated, each day that Israel continues to exist represents one 
more miracle, 

As we have already seen„ the key to understanding this miracle—as 
well as the whole critical situation of the Middle Bast—can be found 
in ihc prophetic revelation of the Bible. It is in [he Middle East that 
history and the Bible intersect. This has been true tor four thousand 
years, but never more so than today. 

The central theme of biblical prophecy, as it is being unfolded in 
our time, revolves around the land and the people of Israel. God is 
carrying out His predetermined plan to regal her the Jewish people 
(turn their worldwide dispersion and restore them to their ancient 
homeland. 

The best way lo comprehend this plan is lo let God's Word speak tor 
itself. In the Bible, God Himself has already spoken the taxi m*rd on 
ihc Middle East, 

“In Thai [>ay w 

Isaiah the prophet paints a comprehensive picture of the reginher¬ 
ing of Israel “from lhe four quarters of lhe earth": 

In dial day the Row of Jesse will hi and jh a banner fur the peoples, 

(he nations wilt rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. In 
(h&l day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the 
temiuni that is left uf his people from Assyria, fmm Lower Egypt, 
from Upper E^ypl’ Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from 
Hamalh and from the islands of the sea. 

He will raise a banner fur the nations 
and gather the esiles af Isnsd: 
he will assemble the scattered people of Judah 
from the four quarters of the earth 
Ephraim's jealousy will vanish. 

and Jud:ih\ enemies will be cur off: 


goo’s predetermined pi.a^s 55 

Ephraim will not be jealous of Judah, 
nor Judah hostile toward Ephraim. 

They will svroop down an the slopes of FhLIistia lo (he west; 
together they will plunder ihe people 10 the east. 

They will lay hands an Edom and Mrmh, 
and (he Ammonites will he subject to them, 

(Isaiah 11:10-14) 

In lhe forefront of his picture, in verse 10, Isaiah introduces "the 
RiujI of Jesse 4 '—one of the main biblical biles of the Messiah. Isaiah 
here predicts that the Messiah will stand us a banner for the peoples; 
the nations {Gentiles) w ill rally lo him; and his place of rest w ill he 
glorious. 

All these predictions have been fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, After 
completing His earthly ministry. Jesus relumed to His place of resl in 
the glory of God the father. Since then. I le has become a farmer" to 
whom people all over I he world have looked. Many of these have 
“rallied" lo Him: that is, they have acknowledged Him a> Savior and 
Lord, and haw become His disciples. 

In both vases 10 and 11. there occurs a key expression- k+ in that 
day," Altogether in the prophet Isaiah, the expression in that da\' 
occurs nearly 50 limes—usually in. relation In the Messiah 11 does not 
always necessarily indicate a single specilie period in human history. 
Rather, il implies lhat that day is w here the Messiah is In other words, 
the Messiah creates around Himself a specific period of time. 

There can be no doubt, however, lhat m many places in Isaiah, (he 
expression that iky refers to a period, of time near the dose of the 
present age. In this present context. ] bdicvr both interpretations 
apply- 

,4 Second Regal hcring 

In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a setamd time to reclaim 
the reinnaut Ehai ss left of his people Irom Assyria, from Lower Egypt, 
from Upper Egypt, from Cush. fnim Elam, from Batnioma, from 
Hamalh and from the islands of the sea 


verse 11 * 
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This verse out of Isaiah 11 is particularly significant—in pari 
because of a widely held iheory that the book of Isaiah is the work of 
more than one prophet, l"his theory gives rise to expressions such as 
"second Isaiah, 1 ' ’’third Isaiah 1 " and so on. For my pari, I find no 
logical basis for ibis theory. Some interpreters of (he Bible, however, 
assume a prttm that il is not possible for a prophet of God to predid 
future events in detail and with complete accuracy. 

One example of such a piediclion is found in Isaiah 44 and 45, in 
which the prophet names Cyrus as ihe ruler who would open the way 
for the return of ihe Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem Because Cyrus 
is mentioned here hy name, some recent Bible interpreters have 
concluded chat ihe passage must have been written by a later prophet 
who was a contemporary of Cyrus. 

E do not accept (his line of reasoning as valid, however, because I 
believe in God's total omniscience. Thai is. it is perfectly possible for 
a prophet of God u> predict events an the distant future accurately and 
in del ail. I do not need to believe lhai such predictions were w'rittcn 
after the event by another person claiming to be a prophet, and then 
were attributed to a period before the event. This would be deliberal*: 
deception: and! do not believe (here is any deception in the prophetic 
Word of God. 

There is an interesting corollary piece of evidence in (he Dead Sea 
Scrolls, which date to within ihe first century B C or A.D., and 
which can he seen in ihe Israeli Museum in Jerusalem. On display is a 
complete scroll of the prophel Isaiah, written in parallel columns— 
from lop (o bottom and from right to left. 

Most of ihe interpreters who attribute Isaiah to more than one 
prophet make their mum division at ihe end of chapEer 39. In this 
particular manuscript, chapter 39 happens lo end one line from the 
bottom of the column. In such a ca.se r if the scribe had thought that a 
new prophet was beginning with chapter 40, it would have been 
natural for him to leave the bottom tine of this column blank and move 
on to the next column. 

But he did not do this. In other words, a scribe from this early 
period did not entertain ihe idea lhai Isaiah represented the work of 
more than one prophet, 1 find no reason to entertain it. either. 
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Back in Isaiah 11, well before the Babylonian captivity, the prophet 
foresees ihe Jewish people scattered from their land and (hen re- 
gathered to it—md once, bus mice. ("In (hat day ihe Lord w ill reach 
otu his hand a second lime to reclaim ihe remnant lhai is left of his 
people . "I He looks beyond ihe Babylonian enptivily and the 
return to Jerusalem, and sees a second scattering and a second 
regalhering—the one lhat primarily concerns us here. 

The list of places from which (he second regalhering w ill lake place 
is important: Assyria (now mainly Iraq): lower and upper Egypt (lhai 
is, the whole of modern Egypt!: Cush (sometimes identified as 
Ethiopia): Elam (now Iran, or [\rrsia): Babylonia 4 once again, mainly 
Iraq}: Hamath (Syria !, and the islands—or eoust lands-—of ihe sea 
(This word translated islands can he unde Mood lo refer la all the 
nttier areas of (he earth (hat border on the ocean—lhat is. w hat loday 
we eat! “coniine nls."> 

The Jews’ return from Babylonian captivity did not constitute a 
complete fulfillment of this prediction, since il specifies countries 
and areas of the earth from which no Jews at thai lime returned. I"he 
prophet is looking forward, in other words, to a further scattering of 
Israel after the Babylonian captivity, and then 10 a further re gathering 
after this second scattering 

It is significant to note that this prediction occurs so early in Isaiahs 
prophecy. 

A Banner for Ihe Nations 

Isaiah now reveals one main purpose of God lhat is lo be accom¬ 
plished by this second regathering of Israel: 

He jihe Lord] will raise u banner lor the nations 
and gather ihe exiles of hrad, 
he will assemble ihe scattered people of Judah 
from the lour quarters of the earth. 

(verse 12) 

Isaiah reemphasizes chat this second regalhering is to take place 
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from ewry quarter of ihtr globe —u prediction that was not nearly 
tullltlcd by the return from Babylon, In this context the prophet says, 
*'He | the Lord| will raise a banner lor the nations/ 1 11 is important to 
understand that the regathering ot Israel to their own land in our time 
is a bantter lire Lord ha* raised for the nations 

How shall we interpret this metaphor of a "banner”? First, a 
banner is something displayed publicly—often lifted above the level 
of surrounding objects* m order to attract attention. Second, a banner 
usual ly conveys some brief, specific message. There can be no doubt 
that the re gathering of Israel has fulfilled the first function of a 
banner—to attract the attention of the other nations. This was brought 
home to me most forcefully in the summer of 1979 when my second 
wife. Ruth. and I spent three months studying at the Hebrew Univer¬ 
sity in Jerusalem 

We observed that. throughout those months, there wav not one 
week in which Israel was not the focus of world news. Heir was a 
nation with less than four million people, in a territory so small there 
is scarcely room lor its name on a map of the world; yet every week it 
made front-page headlines around the globe. 

About that time, the United Slates terminated its treaty with Taiwan 
and entered into a relationship with Communist China, a nation w ith 
a [most one hi 11 ion people. This created a stir in the world press that 
lasted scarcely a month; and then people forgot about the w hole thing 
again. Yet the situation involved more than a quarter of the world's 

population! 

Israel* on (he other hand, w ith a population of less than half of one 
percent of Communist China, remain* continuously at the center of 
world interest. 

This is no accident. God hav raised a banner for the nations. He has 
gained their attention, and is now speaking to (hem through it. What is 
He saying? I believe God intends to focus the attention of the world on 
two things: His Word and His covenant. 

Concern mg His Word, God is raying to (he nation*: "The Bible, 
My Word, i* a true. relevant, up-to-date Book Its predictions are still 
being fulfilled today with absolute accuracy.” 
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Concerning His covenant. God is saying: *’1 am a God who keep* 
My covenant. Four thousand years ago. [ made a covenant with 
Abraham and with his descendant* after him, ! promised never to 
break that covenant, and I have never broken it. That covenant is still 
in force today, and I am now causing it to he worked out through the 
course of human history.’’ 

The whole world needs to understand two important facts, First, 
the Bible is the Book with the answer to today's problems. Second, 
when God makes a covenant, it stands fast. In the midsi of a culture 
and a society in which words have become virtually meaningless, 
compromise belongs to the order of the day. and people no longer take 
promises or commitments seriously, we need to be reminded lhal God 
hus given promises in Scripture that He will never forget. He has 
served notice to all nations that He keeps His covenant und watches 
over His Word to bring it lo fulfillment. 

He is a God exalted above all nations, who carries out unerringly 
those decisions He has caused to be recorded in Scripture. Any nation 
[hat ignores God's Word does so lo its own great loss. 

Victories of Rejinlhered Israel 

Isaiah s prophecy goes on lo point out one important difference 
between re-gathered Israel and the condition of the nation be lore it was 
first carried off into exile: 

Ephraim’s jealousy will vanish* 
and. Judah s enemies will be cue off; 

Ephraim will not be jealous ot Judah, 
nc it Judah hostile tow-jrd Ephraim. 

(ven£ 13) 

Bear in mind lhal the Israel of Isaiah’s day had been split into iwo 
kingdoms: the northern kingdom, which is usually called Israel, or 
Ephraim; and the southern kingdom, called Judah Most of the time 
these two kingdoms were at war with one another, producing a 
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condition of disunity and instability that made them prey to invading 
Gentile empires. First, the northern kingdom was taken into exile by 
Assyria. Then, a little more than one hundred years later, the sou them 
kingdom was taken into exile by Babylon. 

This gives added significance to Isaiahs prediction. Israel went 
into exile os a divided nation. Hut when the final restoration takes 
place, it will be once more a single, united nation. All rivalry will 
have ceased. 

In this respect, too, history followed the course indicated by 
prophecy. Until just ll short while before Israel was reborn as a nation 
in l*Mb. no official name had been chosen for ihc new Male Eti fact, 
choosing a name became something of a crisis. One name lhat was 
proposed and almost accepted was ■ Judea.” At the last moment, 
however, the choice wus made for ^Israel*" 

This choice confirmed the hi I till men e of Isaiah's prophecy llisior- 
icalty, "Judea” has applied only to the soul hem kingdom, and would 
therefore have implied a continuation of the division into two rival 
nations. “Israel/" on the other hand, is the correct biblical name for 
the total nation descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. ITie 
choice of this name signaled lhe reuniting of the two divided king- 
dorm, Here is another example of the detailed outworking of proph¬ 
ecy in history. 

The prophetic picture of Israel s regathenng continues: 

They will swwp down on the slopes of HhiliMia Eli the west; 
together they will plunder the people to rhe east. 

They will lay hands on Edom and Moah, 
and the Ammonites will be subject lo them. 

(verse 34) 

[ have already pointed out thal Ihc biblical words Phitisikt and 
Philistine are the reds from which are derived the contemporary 
words Palestine and Palestinian. The first part of verse 14, read in this 
way, tells us thal ihe regathcred nation of Israel will swtHip down on 
the slopes of Philistui (the Palestinians! to the wesl—that is. toward 
Ga?a and (he Sinai 


con's PREDETERMINED PLAN A I 

Without com naming on the political implications of this siate- 
ment, we have to acknowledge that this is precisely what has taken 
place Isaiah also say s that the Israelites w ill then turn toward the east: 
and he menlions three place names: Edom, Mnab and Ammon. In our 
day. these three places are alt found within the boundaries of one 
nation:. Jordan. 

Someone remarked recently chat the Jordan is a strange river—it is 
ihc only one in the world lhat has only one bank. At least, the West 
Hank is Ehe only one ever mentioned in the news! In this passage, 
however, God is speaking about the East Bank 3 am not making any 
predictions, bin ihe Bible seems to indicate that instead ot che Pales¬ 
tinians taking over ihe West Hank, the Israelis will in due course 
establish some kind of governmental control over ihe Easi Hank. 

You may say: ‘ Thai is not w hat ihe experts anticipale /' Frankly, 
that dues not disturb me! There is no situation in modern history about 
which the ’‘experts” have been so consistently wrong as ihc re- 
establishment of Israel 

Cod Works through Suffering 

In Isaiah 43. the prophet again takes up this ihemc of Israel s 
restoration: 

Bu| now, ifiis is whai ihe Lord hays — 
he who treated you. G Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 

"Fear run, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name: you are mine, 

When you puss [hrough thu waters, 

J will K- with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will flut sweep uver you 

When you wtlk through the lire, 
you will mu tv burned; 
the llames will nut sec you jihLi/f 
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For I am the Lord, your God. 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior, 

I give lij-'T. pt for yuiir rait^m, 

Cu%h and Sdha in jiwr Head. 

Since you are precious and honored in my sight. 

and because I tove you, 

I will give men in exchange fur you, 
and people in exchange for your life. 

Do not be afraid, fur I am with you: 

I will hnnjs yuur children fiiwn the tasi 
and gather you from ihe west. 

I will say it* the nonh. 'Give them up ,r 
and m the south, 'Do nor hold ihern fuck.. 1 
Bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from the ends of the earth — 
everyone who is called fey my name, 
whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made." 

I Isaiah 43i l-7> 

The previous chapter, Isaiah 42. ends with a description of Israel s 
rebellion against God, and of ihe severe ludgmem that came upon 
I hem as a consequence. Chapter 43 begins with the word bm r indicat¬ 
ing a difference hi the way God now imends to deal with Israel—a 
change from judgment lo mercy. 

In that first verse of chapter 43, God uses I wo different words lo 
describe I he way He deals with Israel: lo ‘"create'’ and lo "form." To 
create describes the in ilia] act of bringing something into being; hui lo 
form describes making something I he way we desire it to be. This 
latter expression suggests particularly 1 the work of a potter. First , God 
t reated Israel, bul now He is in the process of forming Israel. 

When you pass through chie waters, 

I will he with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, 
they will nut sweep over you. 

When, v«hi walk through the fire. 
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you well not be burned, 

the flames w ill nut sec yua afelaze. 

fvcise 21 

Again wc see ihe accuracy of biblical prophecy. The vivid phrases 
of this verse depict ihe history of ihe Jewish people through li period 
of almost 2,000 years. They have indeed passed through i he rivers and 
walked through the fire. There is only otic explanation of their 
continued survival as a people: Gf*d has fora with them. 

For 1 .mi the Lord, your God. 

the Holy One of Israel „ your Savior: 

I give Egypt for your nnww, 

Cush and Scba in your stead 
Since you utc precious and honored m my sight. 

and because I love you, 

I will give men in exchange for you, 
and people in exchange fur your life. 

t verses 3 and 4| 

These verses contain li revelation of (rcmendotu importance. We 
need lo recognise the values God on things and people, because 
they are so unlike the values promoted by the humanistic philosophy 
of our lime 

Notice h us a biblical parallel, ihe story oi Job. God, in His dealings 
At iih Job. was prepared to give his seven sons and three daughters over 
to death. He sel such great value on this one man, in other words, that 
He sac n lured all his children. 

You and J do not think this way. Gods values are different from 
ours The story of Job reveals how much suffering God is w illing to 
permit in order to accomplish His purpose w ilh jiisl one man. 

However. I he story does mu end with suffering. Once Job teamed 
his lesson and came to understand God more fully. God gave back to 
him exactly double all that he had at first: tw ice as many camels, iw ice 
as many asses, twice as much gold and silver. 

When it came to Job's children, however God gave him back only 
as many as he had originally Why? Because Job s first children were 
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not lost; God had merely taken them to Himself. They had gone on 
ahead of Job. What a precious revelaiion! 

1 do not believe we can underhand human history, especially in ihis 
century, until we realize (hat God is prepared to let terrible things 
Happen in order to accomplish His purpose with one particular nut ion: 
Israel God warned Israel of she terrible sufferings they would pass 
through, but in the midst of il all He gave them this wonderful 
assurance: "Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and 
because I love you.. I will give men in exchange for you, and people in 
exchange for your fife. 1 " 

When God declare* His love. He says “because/' but He does not 
say “why." He tell* Israel, "J will do this for you because I love 
you." Bui He never says why He loves Israel. 

We a* Christians have come to accept this unexplained love of God 
as the bedrock of our faith. We believe that God was willing to offer 
the spin less Lamb of Ood r Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for our 
sins There was nothing in any of us to merit this sacrifice Jesus did 
not die for us because we deserved it. He did it for one reason only: 
because Hr laws as, 

For the Church, as for Israel, there is a depth and a sovereignty in 
the love of God for which He never offers a reason. Yet it is the 
ultimate motivation for everything God does lor us. whether for an 
individual or a whole nation 

Interwoven with the mystery of God's sovereign tove is the mystery 
of the suffering that He permits His loved ones to endure. Later, the 
prophet Isaiah continues the theme of Israel s suffering: 

See, I have rciirurd you. though not as silver: 

I have tested you in the furnace ®f jtfliL'lLLin. 

11saiah 4&iG| 

G*xl permits those He loves to pas* through suffering fc because the 
end result is of infinite value in Ills sight, and it cannot be achieved in 
any other way. 
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Kegathtred from All Lunds 

In Isaiah 43:3-4, God has declared that His love for Israel will 
influence His dealings with other nations, Now He goes on to dc 
scribe how His intervention will also affect Israel directly: 

Do not he at raid, for I am with you: 

I will hring your children from the cast 
and gather you I mm the west 
I will say co the north. "Give them up!" 

and to (he south, “Do not hold them hack/' 

Bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from ihtr ends, of ihe earth— 
everyone who u called hy my name, 
whom I created for my glory. 

Whom I formed and made. 

tverses 5-7) 

Unce again. God speaks of regathering Israel from all four quanta 
ol the compass. (Clearly this prediction, like that in Isaiah IJ. was not 
Id I tilled by the return from Babylon.) God here reveals that His 
sovereign choice is the determining factor in human history. He says 
to Israel: "I hiivepui My name upon you, therefore you shall be Mine. 
All that I work out in history. I do because I have chosen you/' 

in the last resort, the destiny of nations tike that of individuals- 
will be determined by their response to God's sovereign choice How 
perfectly Isaiah \ language applies to the contemporary regalbering of 
Israel from the various parts of the world! The prophet uses a different 
verb to describe the process by which God regal hers Israel from each 
of the four points of the compass. 

In verse 5, God says: "I will bring your children from the east, and 
gather yon from the west." We- mu.st keep in mind that each of the 
directions mentioned ih given in relation to the land of Israel. "The 
east/' therefore, refers primarily to Asia "The west" indicates 
mainly North and South America, and in particular the great Con¬ 
centration of Jewish people in the United Stales. 
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The verbs used here do nol indicate any particular opposition lo the 
Jewish people leaving ciiher the easl or Ihe wes|. In lack with 
particular regard lo the wesl, there seems to be a suggestion of 
reluctance on their part to leave All this corresponds accurately to 
recent history. 

When we read ort in verse f>, however, ibe verbs used for Israel \ 
ingathering present a dit'fcrenl picture: “J will say lo ihc north. 'Give 
them up!" and to the south. \Do not hold them back As we ha\e 
seen earlier 11 north" includes Germany. Pblund and Russia Russia, 
the largest of these nations, also has the larges) concentration of Jew * 
remaining within her borders. Up to ibis lime. Russia has been 
extremely unwilling to permit Jewish immigration to Israel This 
makes God swords lo ihe north particularly appropriate; "Give them 
up !' 4 

Likewise, ihe words spoken lo ihc south. "Do nm hold them 
back.’ 1 indicate possible unwillingness on ihe pan of those ad 
dressed. The Hebrew- word here translated south actually denotes ihe 
counify of Yemen. Again, the choice of ihe verb is appropriate 
Yemen is a fanatically Moslem country, strongly opposed to Ihe state 
of Israel. Who would have believed that dcountry like this would have 
released almost its entire Jewish population, numbering nearly 
50,000, shortly after Israel became a state J Yel this is whal happened 
tsee Special Section, p 3 44). Once again, we see both ihe accuracy 
and the authority of Scripture. 

Judgment Makes Way lor Mercy 

Isaiah 43 ends with a further reminder of Israels rebellion and of 
ihe judgment that rebellion has brought upon them. Then chapter 44 
opens with the words hut tum\ again indicating ihe transition from 
judgment to mercy: 

But now listen. O Jacob, my servant, 

Israel. whom I huve chosen. 

Thii is what ihe l.onj says— 

he who made you. who formed you in Ihe womb, 
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and who will help you; 

Do not be afraid, O Jacob, my servant, 

Jes.hurun, whom I have chosen. 

(verses l and 2 ) 

Twice in these verses we find ihc phrase "Israel* whom I have 
chosen," reemphasizing ihat Gnd s dealings with Israel are based on 
His sovereign choice, nul on Israel's merits. Another recurrent ihemc 
of this chapter is represented by phrases such as **Do not be afraid ' 
and “Do not tremble." When we consider all the danger* the Jewish 
people have passed through in the process of restoration to their own 
land, and those dangers that still confront them on every side, we can 
readily understand how timely that word of encouragement is. 

Then God reveals the spiritual climax He has in mind: 

Fur | will pour water on ihe thirsiy land, 
and streams nn ihc dry ground: 

E wall pour oui my Spirit on your offspring, 
and my Messing on your desiendarh. 

) verse 3) 

The initial phases or Israel's resloralion have been mainly political 
and geographical The Bible consistently emphasizes, however, dial 
the end purpose is spiritual, God will not conclude the process of 
restoration that He set into motion until He h;is fulfilled His spiritual 
purpose, which is the outpouring of His Spirit. 

Further on in the same chapter, God affirms the absolute certainty 
of the promises lie has given to Israel 

This is what ihc Lord says— 

your Redeemer, who formed you in Ihe womb 

I am Ihe Lord, 

who has made all Things, 

who alone stretched out the heavens. 

who spread out ihe earih by myself. 
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who Ms (he sigm of false prophets 
and inukih fools of dividers, 
who overthrows the learn tng of ihe wise 
and turns it into nonsense, 
who carries out the words of his servants 
and fulfills the predictiorts of his messengers. 

Everses 24-20) 

Here God declarer Himself lo be the great Creator who maintains 
sovereign control over all He has created. In particular. when God 
speaks a word through His servants the prophets. He watches over that 
word anti secs chut it comes to complete hilJlIfment, 

A word from any other source, on the other hand, that is spoken in 
opposition to Gods Word, wifi not come to fulfillment. hut wilt he 
overthrown. This applies especially lo the words of false prophets and 
diviners. God will bring them to naught, 

Diviners and False Pniphels 

The word diviners denotes all who seek lo predict future events by 
resorting lo occult sources. This includes the countless forms of this 
“art’ 1 so prevalent today—astrology (including horoscopes!. palm is - 
try, card-reading, seances, ouija boards. and many others. God wants 
That all who rely on such activities are doomed Eo ultimate deception 
and frustration 

Isaiahs declaration that God will overthrow [he words of false 
prophets applies ina special, practical way to the current situation in 
the Middle bast. The strongest spiritual force that opposes God's 
purposes and God s people in the Middle East today is Islam, the 
Mohammedan religion. Yet Mohammed, the founder of Islam, was a 
false prophet As such, his words and the movement he brought into 
being will ultimately he brought Eo naught 

Some may he inclined to challenge the statement that Mohammed 
was a false prophet. To this I would offer one brief and simple 
res ponse: ff Jesus «true prophet, then Mohammed mru a fetish 
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prophet. Follow ing are a lew of the main points in w hiuh the teaching 
of Mohammed contradicts that of Jesus. 

I Jesus declared that I le was the Son of God. Islam totally rejects 
the idea thul God can have a Son, dismissing it as blasphemy. Islam 
further rejects the concept of one God revealed m three Persons. 

2. Historically, the Christian faith has centered around the crucifix¬ 
ion and resurrection of Jesus. Islam denies that Jesus ever actually 
died on the cross, or that He was resurrected. 

y. Jesiis claimed He had Come to fulfill the Law’ and the prophets 
(Matthew 5:17). Islam claims that it alone is rhe true fulfillment and 
Completion of the revelation contained in the Old and New Testa¬ 
ments. 

4. Jesus promised His followers that He would send them “another 
Comforter" (John 14:15-17. 2h. KJVt The Christian Church has 
always taught that this promise was fulfilled by the coming of the 
Holy Spin! on the Day of Ffcnteeost. Islam claims that Mohammed 
was the Comforter promised by Jesus. 

5 The Old Testament, which Jesus accepted as authoritative, states 
clearly that Abraham offered his son Isaac on the altar on Mount 
Moriah (Genesis 22:9-12). Islam claims that Ishmacl was the son 
whom Abraham offered. 

The direct opposition of the reaching of Mohammed lo that of Jesus 
is mirrored at large in the contemporary world situation, and particu¬ 
larly in the Middle Last. There is a single, spiritual Ibrce that unites 
the nations of the Middle East in fierce, unyielding opposition to the 
outworking of God's purposes for Israel: it is Isturn. 

It is fashionable to call the non-Jewish peoples of the Middle East 
“Arabs*" but that ac tually is a misnomer. The Arabs are Semites— 
descendants of Shem. with Abraham as (heir ancestor. The nations of 
Ninth Africa, on the other hand such as Egypt, Libya. Tunisia. 
Morocco* Algeria and the Sudan—are for the most part descendants 
of Ham, nsjt Shem They have a completely different ancestry from 
that of true Arabs. Even the people oflran. though they are Se miles, 
are Persians, rmt Arabs Hie inherent opposition of Mohammed’s 
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teaching lo thal of Jesus and the Bible finds its logical expression in 
the opposition of the Moslem nations to the people of Jesus (Israel), 
and Eo the outworking of God’s purposes for Israel as revealed in the 
Bibrer. Thus, the conflict in the Middle Bast has us real origin in 

opposing spiritual forces, not in nationalislic or economic tactors 
When history has run iis course, however, (he false revelation of 
Mohammed, and all thal has come out of iL will be overthrown and 
stripped of all power and influence. Only what is built on the unshak¬ 
able rock of Scripture will endure 

Isaiah 44:25 reveal* yet another source of potential opposition to 
the prophetic revelation of Scripture God not only ’foils the signs of 
false prophets and makes tools of diviners": He also "overthrows ihe 
learning of the wise and turns it iriiu nonsense Lei me give a 
specific example of this, which I came acm-ss a good many years ago. 

The Encyclopedia Brifatmica probably contains; as much of the 
"learning of the wise" as any book published loday. In the edition 
published in 1911,1 once came across an article by a learned Gentian 
professor concerning the pronunciation of ancient Hebrew. 1 cannot 
quote the passage verbalim. bul the essence of whal the professor said 
was as follows: 

The possibility that we can ever again recover Ihe correct pronunciation 
of ancient Hebrew is a* remote [he potability that j Jew ish Empire 
will ever again be establi^h^iJ in the Middle Ewl, 

Thirty-seven years later, in 1948, the event the professor had 
dismissed as impossible took place The learning of that wiM! pro¬ 
fessor was made foolish. Why? Because what he said opposed the 
predict tons of God s prophets in Scripture. which predictions must 
stand and be fu till led 

In Isaiah 46, God again affirms that His control over the affairs of 
[he universe is absolute, and that His prophetic Word determines the 
course of history: 

Remember ihe former things, those of long ago; 
t am God + and there is no other: 
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I am God, and ihere is none like me. 

I make known the end Imm the beginning, 
from ancient turn, what is still to come. 

I say. My purpose will stand, 
and I will do all that ! please. 

(Isaiah 4&9-10J 

We must bctir in mmdih.il it is almighty God who is speaking. He it 
is who makes known the end from the beginning. Mis purpose will 
stand, and He will do all lie pleases. The question i> not whether 
God’s Word wdl he fulfilled, but him w* will relate ourselves lo the 
milworking of that Word in the history and ei re um stances of our time. 
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5 


THE PROCESS OF REGATHERING 


The prophetic Ward of God reveals His predetermined purpose to 
regather and restore Israel* as we have seen in the previous chapter 
God's. Word does not confine itself* however, to the mere revelation ol 
His purpose U also unfolds, with characteristic vividness, the pro¬ 
cess by which that purpose will he carried out. 

In particular, the prophet Jeremiah provides us with a whole series 
of word pictures illustrating the process of Israel's reg inhering 
In Jeremiah I ft. the prophet proclaims what may aptly he called 
"ihu second exodus’’.; and his proclamation falls into two sections 
First, he declares that this second exodus will he so great it will 
completely overshadow the original exodus of Israel from Egypt 
under Moses Second, he describe* vividly the kind of agents God 
will use to bring about the second exodus. 

The Second Exodus 

First, Jeremiah contrasts the original exodus from Egypt with the 
second: 

"However. the days are coming," declares the Lund, "when men will 
no longer say, "As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites 
up out of Egypt/ bul they will say, ’As surely us the Lord lives, who 
brought the Israeliic* up of the land of the north and out of all the 
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countries where he had tun idled them ’ Rir 1 will rcsunrc them IP ihe 
land 1 gnw iheir {breflthcrv^ 

(Jeremiah 16:14-15) 

For anyone familiar with the history and culture of the Jewish 
people* thi'* statement is truly amazing—especially coming from one 
of their own acknowledged major prophets. For more than 3,000 
year 1 *, in Ihcir annual Passover festival, the Jewish people have ccle* 
brated their deliverance from Egypt re, the single greatest event in their 
history. 

Yet a day h coming, declares Jeremiah, when this great Passover 
deliverance will pale into in significance hy comparison with the 
second ingathering of the Jewish people from all lands—particularly 
from the land of the north, which includes Germany, Poland and 
Russia. That far will (he wonder of this second worldwide exodus 
exceed that of the first out of Egypt! Like Isaiah. Jeremiah looks 
forward to events of a much greater order than the limited return of the 
Jews from Babylon under Zerubhahel. For my pari, when I apply 
Jeremiah's words to ihc ^gathering of Israel taking place in this 
century. I fed that his evaluation is already correct, even though thi* 
second exodus is still far from complete. 

Certainly the first deliverance out of Egypt was accompanied hy 
tremendous signs and awe-inspiring miracles. By contrast. it is more 
difficult to form a single, comprehensive picture of (he present 
deliverance of the Jewish people out of alt nations. 

Yet when I consider all the different intertwining circumstances 
that made this second deliverance possible, and when l take into 
account the diverse and numerous crises in this century in which God 
sovereignly intervened to bring Ills prophetic Word lo fulfillment, I 
conclude lhaE this second deliverance is already greater than the first. 
And the end is not yet! 

Jeremiah 16:16 gives a vivid picture of the agents God will use to 
bring about this second deliverance of the Jew ish people, especially 
from the lands of the north: 

"But now I will send tor many fishermen. " declares die Lord, '"and 
they w ill catch them. After due I will send tor many hunters, and (hey 
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will hum [liuii down on every mountain and hill and from ihc crevices 

of the rucks." 

It was my fust wile. Lydia. now home with the Lord, who filmed 
out ic me (hut this verse describes exactly what happened to (he Jews 
in Europe before and during World War It, Keep in mind that a 
fisherman draws his prey toward him with a bait, and a hunter drives 
his from behind by fear. This was the order of events in Europe— 
especially in Germany 

First, Cm 1 sent (he "fishermen'—the Zionists—ftwm ft* lest me to 
Europe, with this message: "Escape while (here is still lime. The 
situation will get worse, not better/ 1 Those w ho heeded this message 
tell white (hey could When the "fishermen” had finished their task, 
God sent I he hunters. 

We have io acknowledge that there axe times when God is capable 
of a certain faithlessness. If He has once set lbs mind lo do a certain 
thing, then l ie w ill use whatever means are necessary Bo achieve His 
purpose. In ihis case, the Nazis were ihe hunlers. 

In 19661 was preaching in West Berlin on the Bible s picture of ihe 
Close of the present aye I was speaking in a large public auditorium lo 
a gathering of about 500 Germans. By way of illustration. I listed 
significant events or trends thal, taken together would indicate that 
the close of the age wus at hand One event 1 mentioned w-js (he 
re gathering of Israel in their own land. 

At this point in my message. I referred to the verse quoted above— 
Jeremiah 16:16. As my interpreter read out the verse in German, a 
language I understand. I suddenly reaped 1 was speaking to the very 
people from whose midst the “hunters'’ had been drawn. How was I 
lo point out the exact fulfillment of the verse m recent history, w ithout 
unnecessarily offending my hearers? 

My w hole audience grew unnaturally silent* uneasy with the direc¬ 
tion my message was taking. For a moment J paused, searching for the 
righi words. Then I said simply: With your own eves you have 
wimessed ihe fulfillment of this verse. Belter ihan any others, you 
know how true these words are." 
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I did not need to say any more. No one could deny w hat t had said. 
So accurate is God's Word, and so relevant io our time! 

In Ihe Potter's Hand 

In Jeremiah 18, the prophet presents another vivid picture of the 
process God will use lo work out His end-time purposes for braeI. 
This lime, God declares that He Himself w ill play the pun of a potter: 

This is [he word thin came to Jeremiah from the Lord!: "God*™ n in the 
potter s house, and there I will give you my message.’* So I went down 
to the potters house, and I saw him work mg at [he wheel. But [he pot 
he was shaping from the clay wan marred in. his hands; so ihe potter 
brnned it into another pot, shaping it as seemed hesi lo him. 

Then the word of ihe Lord came to me. "Q house of Israel, earn J not 
dii with you as this pester does?” dee I ares the IjmJ. "Like clay m the 
hand of ihe potter, so an; you in my hand, O house ol Israel. 

iJeremiah 18:1-6) 

Have you ever seen a potter fashioning a pot s m It is wheel? lire re 
are various places in Israel today where you may set this. 

t stood one day and watched a potter as he worked she day in his 
hands. He pumped the treadle with his feet, and ihe wheel spun 
around, while he held ihe pul against the spinning wheel As I 
watched the putier at work. I understood ihe principle: Hi used the 
pressure from the spitinitit* wheel to form the ptn to the shape he 
desired. 

This scene brought to my mind the passage quoted above. Jeremiah 
does more here than stale a general principle; he also makes a specific 
prediction. Israel i* the pot* and the Lord is the potter. The first time 
I he Lord set nut tu make Israel His people, ihe poi wj.s marred In his 
hand. Nevertheless, he did noi cast it away- Instead He said; T will 
make you over again into another poi, as it seems hesl to Me." 

Ibis is what is happening today. The laird is using with Israel the 
same principle as the potter w ith the clay -the principle of applied 
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pressure. Over the l;is( three or four decades. Israel has been under 
continuous; pressure: economic, military, psychological, political and 
spiritual (see Special Section, pp 153). What is the meaning of all 
this’* Nothing happen* by accident. God is at work reshaping His 
people, as ii seems best to Him. 

Hirth Pains of a New Age 

Further on. Jeremiah returns to the theme of brads regal her mg; 

This is the word (hat came (o Jeremiah from the Lord ''This i* what 
(he Lord, the God of Israel, says: 1 Write in a hook ad the words I have 
spoken in you. The days are Coming, ' declares the Lord, 'when I will 
bring my people Israel and Judah hack from captivity and restore them 
to the Sand I gave (lien fbrehtfhers to possess/ says the Lord." These 
ure the words iJie Lord spttki concerning Israel and ludjh. "This is 
whai (he Lord says; 

‘“Cries of fear are heard 
terror, not peace. 

Ask and sec: 

Can a man hear children ? 

Then why do I see every strong man 

with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor, 
every face turned deathly pale? 

How awful (hat day will be! 

None will be like it. 

It will he it time ml' trouble for Jacob., 
hut he will be saved nul of H " K 

•i Jeremiah 3ti:J-7j 

God here charges Jeremiah lo sel down in permanent written form 
(he prophecies He ha* given concerning Israel, that they may be 
available al the future time of their fulfillment. This is the very lime, I 
believe, in which we are now living! Once more, God affirms His 
promise to regather Israel. At the same lime, however. He warns thai 
stability and peace will not come immediately Rut her. G<kI speaks 
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here of tear and (error, and of a time of trouble without parallel in all 
the troubled history of Israel. So tremendous will be the pressures that 
even strong men will behave “Tike a woman in Labor/' All these 
things will constitute the “birth pains" lhat must usher in a new' age of 
righteousness and peace 

In a parallel passage Matthew 24:4/3—Jesus echoes this proph¬ 
ecy of Jeremiah. He, too, looks forward to a tumultuous period just 
prior lo the close of the present age He speaks of a great increase in 
i nlc matron at wars, famines and earthquakes Then He adds the com¬ 
ment: “All these are the beginning of birch pains" (verse S). 

lire prophecy of Jesus is widcr in its scope, however, than that of 
Jeremiah Whereas Jeremiah focuses on Israel and the Middle East, 
Jesus speaks of events and trends that w ill affect the entire world. 

Continuing with the theme of Israels restoration in ihe next chapter 
of Jeremiah, God Himself emphasizes ihe absolute, unalterable cer¬ 
ium ty of Ihe mercy ihas He has promised His people; 

ITie days are coming/ 1 declares ihe Lord, “when I will plum the 
house uf Ismel and ihe house- of Judah with the offspring of men and nf 
animals. Just as I watched over them lo uproot and tear down, and to 
overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will waieh over them to build 
and DO plant, 1 ’ declarer (he Lord. 

(Jeremiah 31:27-28) 

Before 1 became a Christian minister. when I was a professional 
philosopher, one of my favorite themes was logic . I have carried this 
respect for logic into my studies of Scripture; and I find the logic of 
the Bible more compelling than any work of human philosophy. 

So it is with ihe passage quoted above: I sec noway around its clear 
logic. The phrase just ax at the beginning of verse 28 indicates an 
exact correspondence between two related acts of God toward Israel: 
on the one hand, the process of destruction and desolation; and on the 
other hand, the process of re gathering and restoration. 

God accepts personal responsibility for both He declares that just 
as He watched over Israel and Judah to bring evil upon them, so He 
will now watch over them Co do (hem good. 
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For me, the meaning of this is plain and inescapable. 'Hie same 
God who brought evil upon Israel will also be the One lo bring good 
□poo them. There cannot be any change in ihe identity cf God, 
Likewise, the same people who received evil from the hand of God 
will be ihe ones to receive ginx! from His band. There cannot be any 
change in the identity of Israel. Nor is their any suggestion that the 
evil ihat came upon Israel was "literal.'* bul that the good now 
promised will somehow be “metaphorical." Any such attempted 
interpretation of this passage violates I he clear requirements of logic. 

A New (menant 

We have already seen that the ultimate purpose of God's restoration 
of Israel is spiritual. Further on in Jeremiah. God declares that Israel 
broke the first covenant God made at the time He brought them Out of 
Egypt, but that His spiritual purpose will he fulfilled when He 
initiates a new covenant with Israel at the lime of their second 
regaihering: 

“The lime is coming.declares the Lord, 

‘‘when E will make u new covenant 
with [he house of IkhkI 
and with the house of Juvl^h 
ll will not be like the covenant 
I made wiih iheif forefathers 
when I look ihem bj the hand 
lo lead them nut of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant. 
though I wto a husband 10 them.” 

declares the Lord. 

"This is the co^nanl I will make with the house of Israel 
alter that tune," declarer the Lord. 

"I will put my Jaw in their minds 
and uTite it on (heir heads. 

I will be (hdr God, 
and they will be my people. 
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No longer will a marl teach his neighbor, 
or a man hi*, hnnher. saying, J Know the Lewd/ 
because they will all knnw me, 
from the least of them to the greatest." 

declares the Lord. 

"for I will forgive their wickedness 
and will remember their sins no more.*' 

(Jeremiah 3L3I-34) 

tn Jeremiah htl. G*k 1 makes further reference to this new covenant; 

"In those days. *ti that time/’ 
declares the Lord, 

J, ihe people of Israel and (he people of Judah logether 
will go in tears to seek the Lord their God. 

They will ask the wav to Zion 
jnd turn their faces low uni it. 

They will come and hind themselves lo (be Lord 
iii an everlasting covenant 
that will be bngnrren ” 

t Jeremiah 50:4-5} 

Here we sec that as Israel and Judah “ask the way to Zion,” it will 
lead them mio this new covenant relationship w ith the Lord. Unlike 
the covenant made at Sinai, this new covenant w it! be an everlasting 

one. 

On the basis of this new and everlasting covenant, God also gives 
His personal guarantee, as staled in Jeremiah 31, that Israel will 
continue k> txist forever as a distinct and recognized nation: 

This is what ihe Lord says, 
he who appoints Ihe sun 
lo shine hy day, 

who decrees the moon and stars 
to shine hy nighr, 
who slirs up ihe sea 
vo Ihtit rth wnws rtnar— 
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"Only if these decrees vanish from my sight/' 
dcclatts |Jic Lard, 

"will the descendants of Hracl ever cea.sc 
to be a nation before me." 

fverses 35-3*} 

The terms of the guarantee are clear: as long as the sun * moon and 
Mars continue in theircuurves.su long will Israel continue as a nation 
Jn Jeremiah 33, God again emphasizes thal the u hi male purpose of 
restoration is not merely geographical' or political, but spiritual: 

"I will bring Judith and Israel hack from captivity and will rebuild: rhem 
as they were before I will cleanse them from all the sin ihey ha\e 
commuted against me and will forgive all [heir sins of rebel I ion against 
me." 

t Jeremiah 33:7-41) 

Through repentance and forgiveness, Israel will finally and forever 
he reconciled to the Lord, and restored to Hi*, favor All that is now 
taking place is preparation for [his glorious climax. The prophetic 
Word of God is unequivocal in its exposure and reproof of Israel's 
sins At [he same time. however, it contains repeated warnings against 
concluding that God has finally rejected Israel as a people Further on 
in Jeremiah 33, the Lord specifically rules out any such conclusion: 

The wwd of the Lord came lo Jeremiah "Have you mH noticed than 
these people are saying, 'Ihe Lord has rejected the two kingdoms he 
cho*e r 7 So they despise my people and no liwiger regard them as a 
nation This is what the Lord says 'If I have mu L-stahlishcd my 
covenant with day and night and the fixed laws of heaven and earth, 
then I will reject the descendants of Jacob and David my servant and 
will rw* choose one of his sons to rule over the descendants of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For 3 will restore char fortunes and have 
compassion on them ” 

t verses 23-26) 

Iri these verses, God puts His finger on a certain attitude toward 
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Lsrac] that is expressed m the words, "The Lord has rejected the two 
kingdoms he chose”—meaning Israel and Judah. God says thal those 
who bold and propagate this view of Israel are guilty of ■ despising 1 ’ 
His people, because they no longer regard them as a nation. Unfortu¬ 
nately, this view of Israel has found expression in various lorms of 
Christian theology for centuries, and is slit] held by some Christians 
today. 

God rejects this theology emphatically. He still regards Israel as 
His people, and restates His commitment to restore [hem bolh to their 
land and Id His favor. 

The Knd Purpose: God's Glory 

Ezekiel, the next major prophet after Jeremiah, also dwells at 
length on Israel s restoration. Chapter 36 of his prophecy is devoted to 
this theme, revealing the great underlying purpose that prompts God’s 
promise of restoration: 

'Therefore say to the house of lured. ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lnrd says; It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, thal I am going to 
do these riling*, bat for the sake of my holy name, which you have 
profaned among rhe nations where you have gone. I will show the 
holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 
nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then lhe natnni* 
will know* that I am [be Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord. when 1 
show my sell holy through you before their eyes/" 

(verses 22*23) 

We must grasp one clear fact about Israel’s restoration: God does 
not commie Himself to restore Israel because they deserve it. On the 
contrary. He makes ii clear that [hey dm not. Restoration is promised 
on [he basis of God's grace and mercy. Through Israel's restoration. 
God will reslore lo His own name the glory chat has so long been 
[amished by Israel’s misdeeds, fn fact, God's glory is the only final 
and sufficient purpose lor anything He does. 

At the same time r God is also committed to the spiritual restoration 
of [he Church, although the Church does not deserve restoration any 
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more than Israel does. If wc examine the parallel histories of Israel 
and the Church over (he past eighteen centuries, 11 would he hard to 
say which has failed God more grievously. In each ease, restoration 
springs from Gods grace and mercy, not from human deserts. And, in 
each case, the end purpose is God’s glory. 

Christians have Jitllc difficulty seeing that the Jewish people do not 
deserve God’s mercy. They might he surprised, however to learn how 
dearly ihe Jewish people, for their pari, see chat (he Church does not 
deserve Gods mercy. In neither case is tl a question of desert*, but 
only of Ovid s sovereign choice and unmerited favor. 

Having first stated His purpose, God then reveals the steps by 
which He wilt carry out that purpose: 

“for I will lake you out of ihe nation';: I will gather you from all ihe 
countries jnd bring you back into your own land. ] w ill sprinkle clean 
wjier on you. and you will be clean. I will cleanse you from all your 
impurities and from all your idols/' 

i Ezekiel J&24-251 

These verses confirm what w<e have already scon The first part of 
restoration is political, hut the end purpose is spiritual—cleansing 
from all impurity. It scents to be a principle of God's Word that there is 
only one place on earth where He will deal wilh Israel as a nation, and 
this is in their own land. 

This principle is stated more specifically in Hosed, in which the 
"place" referred lo is the land of Israel: 

"Yet the Israelites will be like (he sand on the seashore, w hieh cannot 
be iTwisumi or counted. In the place where il was said lo them. " You 
are not my people,' they will be called ’sons of the living Cod."* 

iHl]%c3 1:10) 

A New Heart and Spirit 

Ezekiel next reveals a vital turning point in this iransition from the 
natural and political to the spiritual: 

" I will give you: a new heart and put a new .spirit in you: I w ill remove 
from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh/' 

I Ezekie l 36:2b I 
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This verse seems to describe just whai God as doing at the presens 
lime He is in the process of taking from the Jew ish people their bean 
of stone and giving them hack u heart of flesh. 

I have been in personal, ongoing contact with I sine I and with the 
Jewish people since 1942. when I t'liM \ jsited Jerusalem To mention 
only one aspect, my second wife, Ruth, and I number among the 
adopted children in our combined lamily nine who are Jewish. 

The period from 1942 to 1982 represents, more or less, a biblical 
generation In this generation, a significant change has taken place in 
the general attitude of the Jewish people inward the work of the I loly 
Spirit and toward the Person of Jesus 

If I were asked in name one dale (hat was central to ihis change, I 
would point to 1967, the war of the Six-Day War, w hen the Jew ish 
people once again regained political control over die Old City of 
Jerusalem | see Special Section, pp L4f>-1481. From that lime onward, 
(he Jew ish people have displayed a new warmth and openness toward 
the ftrson of Jesus. For the first lime in many centuries, ihcv arc 
beginning to claim Him as one of their own, New hooks about Hun hy 
Jew ish authors are appearing continually in Israel A corresponding 
altitude of warmth and openness also extends today toward Christians 
who love Ihe Jew ish people wilh sincerity and God’s ow n unchanging 
love for them. 

The condition of a "heart of stone ' came upon the Jewish people 
a.s a judgment from God tor their persistent stubbornness, and for 
their refusal to hear His voice and heed Has prophets. Only God 
Himself can reverse this judgment and restore to them a heart of flesh, 
In His mercy and wisdom. He set a predetermined lime to do this—a 
time here predicted hy the prophei Ezekiel. It is now happening 
before our eyes! 

The Jewish people are once again ready to receive and respond to 
God's Holy Spirit This next stage of restoration is also predicted by 
Ezekiel: 

“And I will pui my Spin! in you and move you l<> follow iny decrees and 

be careful io keep my laws/* 

(Ezekiel 36:27] 

One important revelation, which runs through the entire Bible, is 
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that we can never obey God's laws merely by our ow n strength or 
willpower. Only one power can enable us 10 do ibis—(he power of the 
Holy Spirii. 

This is implk ii in the order of ihe promises ihsit Gixl here gives to 
Israel. First He w ill restore His Holy Spirit to them; then He will move 
I hem lo keep His decrees and laws. [ believe chat perhaps (he greatest 
mistake the Jewish people have made through Che centuries is Crying 
to keep God s laws merely in ihe strength of their own natural 
willpower Many professing Christians have made the same mistake. 
The iruth is, nobody can do (his. whether he he Jew or Christian. 

This lesson has been made vivid For me (frrough my own personal 
experience. I wits bom and hroughi up in (he Anglican Church of 
Britain A( 15, as a scholar al Eton College. l was confirmed in the 
college chapel. At (he close oFthal ceremony; I determined ihat from 
(hen on I was going lo be better than I ever had been before. 

But what happened? Instead of getting heifer, I got progressively 
w'Onie. Rir about six monihs, I struggled with my problem, but in 
vain. Then I said lo myself, ’‘This doesn't work—al least, not for 
me.” The root of my problem was ihac I was trying to obey God and 
do His w ill without the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Then, about ten years luet, during World War II. I received a 
supernatural infilling of the Holy Spirit. This experience >o changed 
my inner desires, altitudes and values chut front then on ii was no 
longer a struggle hut a delight to do the will of God. Ii was ihe power 
of the Holy Spirit within me that hroughi about thi^ change. 

On the basis of my own experience * iherefnre, I find it easy Co 
believe thin promise of God in Ezekiel 36:2?—Lb at Hl* will once again 
put His Holy Spirit within the Jewish people, and so bring them back 
into irue and full obedience to lliv laws and decrees. No Jew waits 
more eagerly chan I do for ihe fulfil Intern of (his promise lo Israeli 

On ihe basis of (his new obedience, inspired and empowered by (he 
Holy Spirit, God promises Israel full and permanent restoration in 
their relationship with God Himself; 

“You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my 

people, and I will be your GiMJ.’ r 

(Ezekiel >fr28J 
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Once again. Ihe order of the promises given in I his verse is 
important Living in ihe land is not the ultimate, bul rather (he 
restored relationship to God 

A Glimpse of Daw n 

For a Final summary of God's promised restoration of Israel, we 
Itim 10 the prophet Amos. Of alt the Hebrew prophets, none was more 
emphatic than Amos in his denunciation of Israel's many sms. or 
more severe in his warning of ihe impending judgments. Indeed, this 
is (he main theme that runs throughout the nine chapters of (he book of 
Amos. 

Bui in che last few verses of the entire book, there is a dramatic 
Iran sit ion from warm ngs of j udgmen t to promi sc s i T mere s Rcadi ng 
through Amos is like passing through a long, tempestuous nighi. and 
then at ihe end catching a brief glimpse of a serene und radium Jaw n. 

Let us consider chose two dosing verses; 

"I will bring back my exiled people Israel: 

lhe> will rebuild Che ruined cities and live in them 
They will plant vineyard* and drink, iheif wine, 

(bey will make gardens and eaU their fruit 
J wit) plant Israel in their own land, 
never *gain ■<* be uprooted 
from the land I have given chem," 

says the Lord your God 
(Amen y;l4-l5l 

Verse 14 contains four successive predictions, each of which is 
being fulfilled be lore tw eyes. 

First. "! will bring buck my exiled people Israel,” which we have 
discussed ac length 

Second, “They will rebuild the ruined ccues and live m them.” 
Upon reluming Co their land, the Jewish people have taken special 
pleasure in locating the sites, of ancient cities mentioned in the Bible, 
and building modern cities there. Some examples are; Arad (sec 
Numbers 21:11, Beer Sheba (see Genesis 21.31 i, Gitob l see II Samuel 
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15i I2|; and kmt cities (hat belonged originally to the Philistines: 
Astikclon. Ashdod, Gath tsec I Samuel 6:17l and Belh Shcan (sec 1 

Samuel 31:10-12), 

Third, "They will ptani vineyards ami drink (heir wine " Since (he 
regal hering of Israel, many vineyards have been planted in various 
areas el the country In the lime of the Mite abets, Israel was famous 
for its wine. The restored industry of viniculture is once again 
flourishing. 

Fourth, "They will make gardens and cat (heir fruit." If ever there 
wits a garden-loving people, it is the people of modern Israel. Both (he 
cities and the countryside abound with newly planted gardens. The 
people of Israel enjoy m abundance the fruit of ihese gardens, and 
they also esporl them to many other nations. 

A( one time, (he "experts" predicted cynically thal “the Jews w ill 
never succeed with their agriculture. They know nothing about farm¬ 
ing All they know about js money." 11 is amusing (o note thal today. 
311 or 40 years later Israel is recognized as the most successful 
agricultural nation in the world, whereas its economy has run into 
almost ceaseless problems So much for the predictions of the ex¬ 
perts! 

In tight of the fulfillment of die four specific predictions contained 
in Amos 9:14, we can took forward with faith to the fulfillmenl of 
God's final, comprehensive promise to Israel in (he following verse: 

‘'I will plan! Israel in their own land, 
never again to be uprooted 
from (he land I have given them."' 

vays the Lord your God 
(verse 15) 

Three important points to note in this verse are: First, Ck>d calls the 
land to which fie restore* Israel "their own land " Second, God 
promises lhat their restoration this time will he permanent; they w ilt 
‘never again be uprooted/’ Third, God speaks of I he land “I have 
given them/’ The giving of the Land to Israel is already settled in the 
eternal counsels of Gtxl. 
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Tw kc in past history, ihe people of Israel have entered and settled in 
the land- the first time as conquerors led by Joshua: the second lime 
as exiles returning from Babylon under Zerubbube] 

In each case, however, after occupying Ihe land for some lime, (hey 
were uprooted and driven out Thus, no previous occupation fulfilled 
the promise given jn Amos M: 15, We are left, (hen, with only two 
possible conclusions: either there is still to be a permanent occupation 
of (he land by Israel: or else the Bible is not a reliable book . Kir my 
part, I believe Israel is now receiving permanent possession of the 
land, just as God here promises: “Never again to be uprooted/' 
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THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 


Up (o thi* point. yII ihe prophecies I hat we have examined concern 
ing JsratTs restoration have been taken from the Old Testament, Our 
overview would be incomplete, however, without taking into account 
the teaching of the New Testament The Bible’s long line of Hebrew 
prophets, culminates wjth Jesus. What does He have to say on the 
theme of Israel’s restoration? 

The answer is found primarily in the great prophetic discourse that 
Jesus gave on the Mount of Olives, just be lore His arrest, trial and 
death. This discourse is recorded in all three of the synoptic Gos- 
pels— in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21 Bach w riter brings out 
certain features of the discourse not brought out by the others. In order 
to form a comprehensive picture of all that Jesus predicts, therefore, it 
is necessary to set the three versions side by side. Luke's version is the 
one that relates most directly to Israel s dispersal and restoration, so 
we will locus mainly on it. 

The discourse arose out of a statement Jesus made about the 
buildings of the Temple: “As for what you sec here, the lime will 
come when nevt one stone will be left on another: every one of them 
will be thrown down” (Luke 2l:6l. Later when Jesus was with His 
disciples on the Mount of Olives, directly overlooking the Temple 
buildings, they reverted to His statement and asked: “When wilt these 
things happen 1 And what will be the sign that ihey are about to take 
pi**?" (Luke 21:7). 
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Matthew records a further question posed by the disciples: "And 
w hat w ill be the sign of your coming and of the end of (he age?" 
(Matthew 24:3). 

The disciple imagined lhat their two questions referred to the same 
period , They assumed that the destruction of the Temple would also 
mark the end of the age Our own perspective, looking back over 
2,000 years of history, is different. We realize that the destruction of 
the Temple occurred in 70 A ,D . hut that ihe end of the age has not yet 
come. 

Signs of the End 

Jesus’ reply, as recorded in Lake 21. deals firs!, briefly, with their 
question about the end of the age He begin* with a negative ap¬ 
proach, warning them of curtain things that are certain To ix:cur. hul 
that will not necessarily point to the end of the age: 

He replied. "Watch ml that you are nut deceived. Bor many will 
come in my name r claiming, ’I am hu.’ und, Hit time is near ' l>i noi 
follow [hear When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be 
frightened These Ihing^ mu>! happen first, but the end w dl not come 
fight aw3.y. ,p 

(Luke 21 Vi 

Here, ihen K are two kinds of events [hat do not necessarily indicate 
that the end of the age is near: first, the coming of many false 
me^siahs; and second, reports of wars and revolutions The words of 
Jesus have proven irue Jewish history record* more than 4(1 false 
messiah* since the time Jesus was on earth. ! Sabbat at Zevi. men 
tinned in chapter 2. is one example.) World history likewise records 
countless war* and revolutions. Yei the age ha* not come lu an end. 

In the next verses, Jesus addresses the disciples question from a 
positive '-land pome. lie speaks of live kind* of events that will point to 
the end of ihe age: 

Thun he said to them. "Nation will Jive against nation* and kingdom 
against kingdom There will be great earthquakes, famine* anJ 




MO THE LAST WORD ON THE MIGDTE EAST 

pestilence* in variisuH pluses. and k-uilul events arid great signs from 
bcavicrt " 

{verges 10-11). 

Here, then, are five kinds of events that, when they occur together 
and with increasing frequency, wilt indicate that the end of the age is 
near: first, great international wars, second, great earthquakes; third, 
famines; fourth, pestilences; fifth, fearful and unusual phenomena in 
the heavens 

Jesus ihcn commences a new section of His discourse with the 
words, “But before all this . . . , H In verses K through 11, He has 
been looking ahead to the events leading up to the end of the age. Bui 
in verse 12, He returns to (he situation in His own day Hiere on the 
Mount of Olives, He warns I he disciples of events and experiences 
they must be prepared lo face in their own general ion; 

Bui before al] this, they w ill lav hands on you and persecute you 
They will deliver you 10 synagogues and prison*. and you will be 
Nought before kings and governor?, -and all on account of my name 
This will result in youi being witnesses to them Bui make up your 
mind ntn to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. F**r I 
will give you wmrcls and wisdom that none ol yOur adversaries w ill be 
able to resist oreontradet. You will be betrayed by parenls. brothers, 
relatives and friends, and they will pui some of you to death. ALI men 
w i 11 hale you bt-Lause of me Bui nm a hair of your head w i II perish By 
landing firm you will save yourselves." 

(verses 12-19) 

Everything Jesus predicts hen: actually happened to the disciples in 
I he first century. Continual ion is found in the New Tesla me ni itself-— 
in the book of Acts, and on through to the opening chapters of the 
book of Revelation. 
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She Destruction nf the Temple 

In the next section. Jesus answers the disciples' question about the 
destruction of the Temple thai origins Ely provoked His discount He 
focuses on three related topics: the city of Jerusalem, the land of Israel 
and the destiny of the Jewish people. 

"When you see Jerusalem suftoUJlded by armies, yxn 1 will kn(iw thai 
it?. deflation is near, Then kl those whn are m Judea ftce la the 
mountains, let those m the city get oul, and let those m the country not 
enter [he city. For [km is the time of punishment in fulfillment at all dial 
has been written How dreadful il will be in those days for pregnant 
women and nursing mothers!" 

I verses 20-2,1 1 

Jesus reveals the key event that will signal the impending destruc¬ 
tion of the Temple and of the whole city of Jerusalem;' When you see 
Jerusalem surroundedby armies, you will know thai its desolation is 
near. 1 Any of His disciples who might at ihat dime be in Jerusalem or 
in the surrounding countryside, or anywhere in Judea r arc told to flee. 

History confirms the pinpoint accuracy of Jesus prophetic warn¬ 
ing. In 70 A D-. the Roman legions advanced against Jerusalem lo 
lay siege to it. then raised the siege temporarily and withdrew Those 
Jews in Jerusalem and in the surrounding countryside who were 
disciples of Jesus recognized this as ihc sign of impending destruc¬ 
tion Obeying His instruction, they lied to the city of Ffella outside 
Judes, I bus saving their lives. Shortly afterward s* the Roman legions 
again laid siege to Jerusalem, and continued until they had destroyed 
(he entire city, including (he Temple- 

li verse 22. Jesus says that, for the Jewish people, ibis would be 
The time of punishment in fulfillment of all Thai has been w ritten,'' 
and that the suffering would particularly affect pregnant women and 
nursing mothers. 

iTw phrase atf that has hren written refers |o the warnings given to 
lhe Jewish people hy their own prophets in the Old Testament. One or 
the most vivid—and the most terrible—i> found in Deuteronomy: 
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The Liird w ilJ bring a nilian against you from faraway j fierce- 

LkiLintr nation wilhtHJl, rtSpfiE fur [he old urpity for the young. They 
will devour ihe young of >our livestock and the crop* of y&ur land llclciI 
\xm are destroyed. They will leave you no gram, new wine or oil. nor 
any calves of yuur herds <* lambs of yuur fkieks until you are mined 
They will Jay mcjzc lo all the cities through ml your land unltJ she high 
fortified walls m which you trust lull down They wdl besiege all she 
cities throughout [he land Che Lord your God is giving you. 

Because of [he suffering ihji your enemy will inflict on you during 
the siege, yrjw wilt eot the fruit if the the flak of the lunx uni 

daughters rite Lord your God has giwn you . 11k mm! gentle and 
sensitive woman among you . . .will begrudge the husband she loves 
jndl her nun -son or daughter I he afterbirth from her -womb and the 
ch i Idncn she bears Fn w she intends to rot them secretly durritm the atc&e 
anti m the distress that your enemy will inflict on you m your cities. 

{Deuteronomy 28.49-53 P italics addedL 

All Bht-bHc things predicted by Musts did, in fact, happen 10 the 
Jew ish people during the Roman invasion and the siege of JersuaJem. 
They are recorded in detail by the Jew ish historian Josephus Ravius, 
It is significant that Moses, like Jesus r laid special emphasis on the 
ordeal that the siege would impose on pregnant women and nursing 
mothers. 

Josephus relates one particularly terrible incident during the siege 
of Jerusalem that strikingly confirms the accuracy of the predictions 
of both Moses and Jesus. Mary, the daughter of Eleazar—a Jewish 
Woman from a wealthy family -became so desperate with hunger that 
she killed her nursing infant son. roasted his flesh and ale half of it. 

Attracted by the smell of roasting Flesh, a group of Jewish fighters 
hurst in on her. intending to lake her food for themselves. But when 
The woman defiantly exposed the half-eaten body of her son and 
invited them lo help themselves, even these hardened fighters tv- 
coiled in revulsion and left the woman to finish off her unnatural food 
by herself 
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Time* of Distress 

ITKie will be great distress in the land and wrath against this 
people They will fall by the sword and will be taken us prisoners to all 
the nations Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles arc fulfilled.'" 

(Luke 21:23-241 

Here Jesus is depicting the results of the Roman invasion: “Great 
distress in the land and wrath against this people." As predicted, the 
Jewish people “fell by the sword"—more than one million of them 
Nearly one hundred thousand others were captured, sold m the slave 
markets of Rome and “taken, as prisoners to all the nations/* 

On occasion , Bible prophecy covers a long period of lime w ith a 
single brief phrase or sentence, In such cases, tin 1 purpose is to 
emphasize an important spiritual connection between two events, 
even though these may he separated widely in time. 

The Jailer part of Luke 21:24 is a good, example of this: “Jerusalem 
w ilt be trampled on by the Gentiles/" llus prediction sjvans at leas! 
nineteen centuries. It commenced with the capture of Jerusalem by 
the Roman armies. Its fulfillment brings us close once more to "the 
end of the age." 

The three verses that immediately follow dose with the actual 
"coming of the Son of Man"—that is. the visible return of Jesus in 
glory: 

"There will he signs in the sun. moon and stars. On ihc earth, 
nations wilt be in anguish and perplexity at the rearing and Ending of 
the sea. Men will lame from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on 
rhe world. 1st the heavenly bodies will be shaken At that lime iky will 
see [he Son oi Man coming in u cloud with power and great glory." 

I verses 25-271 

A.s we sum up briefly the predictions of Jesus concerning Jerusa¬ 
lem, the Jewish people urn! Iheir kind, the lo I lowing order of events 
emerges: 
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1, The destruction of the Temple and of the city of Jerusalem 

2, A long period called “the times of ihe Gentiles," daring which 
Jerusalem will be under the domination of Gentile powers. 

3, A brief period of worldwide upheaval and dismiss, culminating 
in the “coming of ihe Son of Man." 

Further. Jesus reveals that (he end of the “times of the Gc miles" 
will be signaled by a change in the stains of Jerusalem. What will be 
ihe nature of that change 1 

The Government of Jerusalem 

In Luke 21:24, Jesus speaks of Jerusalem as being “trampled on by 
(he Gentiles." This phrase implies thai it is. in some deep sertsse, 
wrong or unnatural for a Gentile power Eo have dominion over 
Jerusalem. From the time of David onward. God committed the 
responsibility for caring for this unique city to the Jewish people. 

The only reason it has ever passed intoother hands is that, through 
disobedience toward God. the Jew i.sh people have forfeited their God* 
given privilege. 

This interpretation is confirmed by the record of history. Under 
Jewish government the city has always grown and nourished. Under 
Gentile government* by contrast, it has usually languished. 

It is clear, then, that "the times ol the Gentiles" refers to the period 
of Jerusalem's history during w hich it is governed by Gentile powers 
The word translated GetmUs means, literally; "nations/ 1 and reflects 
accurately the city's subsequent history. After capture by Rome, it 
was ruled by at least ten other Gentile nations in the nest eighteen 
centuries—among these the Byzantine Empire, the Persians, the 
Arabs, the Crusaders, the Ottoman Empire, the British and the 
Jordanians. 

In Jesus’ prediction, however, one key word indicates a limit to (he 
period of Genii le domination the word untti. Jerusalem will indeed 
be trampled on by the Geniiles. but not forever, only until “the limes 
of the Gentiles are fulfilled. " This means that (he end of the times of 
the Gentiles will be marked by a specific event: the gmemmertt of 
Jerusalem will mt e again pass inn* rhe hands of the Jewish people. 
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Can we say that this event has taken place? 

Before answering thin question, we need to define the area Jo us 
referred to a*s “Jerusalem." First and foremost, it contained the 
Temple area. Second, it contained most, although not ad. of the area 
to the west and north of the Temple, which is now enclosed w ithin the 
walls of the Old City. Third, it included an area to the west and south 
of the Temple that is not contained w ithin the present walls of the Old 
City. 

This third area contained whut is now called “Mount Zion,” and 
also the hill lhat slopes southward from the Temple area to the Pool of 
Si loam, which archaeologists have identified as the “city of I David " 

Having defined the area, we can address our quest ton: Who now 
exercises governmental control over this area? The answer is not in 
doubt: it is the Jewish people. 

At w hat point did the control of this area pass out of Gentile hands 
and hack into Jewish hands’: Again, the answer is nol indoubt: it was 
in June 1%7, as a result of the Sis-Day War (see Special Section, pp. 
I4fr- |4H), 

There is a distinction, of course, between governmental control and 
ah'ioiufte control The stale of Israel now governs this w hole area, but 
at does not cs-creisc absolute control over it. Tbe most sacred and 
controversial section—die actual area of the Temple - it still the site 
of a Moslem mosque in (he bunds of Arabs 

Nevertheless, when all due allowance has been made for the limits 
that are still set to Jewish sovereignty, the fact remains that in June 
l%7, the governmental contml ot Jerusalem ns Jesus knew it passed 
out of Gentile hands and into Jew ish hands. 

It would be premature to say that this marked the end of "the times 
of the Gentiles 1 We could say. however, that it marked the beginning 
of (he end of those times. It has been my privilege to live through what 
I consider to be the two most signiMeant fulfillments of biblical 
prophecy since the first century. The first was the rebirth of the state of 
Israel in May I94W. The second was. the reestablishment of Jewish 
government lit June I967 over the area that Jesus knew as Jerusalem 
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From Heaven's Vkwpdol 

Up to this points we have been looking al the process of Israels 
restoration only on a horizontal plane, from a human viewpoint I 
would now tike to relate some experiences of a friend that I believe 
will provide insight into bow Cod views this whole process 
My friend, whom J will call “Pastor W," is an internationally 
recognized Bible teacher of proven integrity and maturity 

Sometime in the late '5Gs or early ‘60s. Rtsior W was la king part in 
a home prayer meeting, when be was granted a vision of a scene in 
heaven. He saw a groat throng of angels wish their faces turned toward 
the earth, They were eagerly following events taking place on earth; 
and they obviously desired to participate in them But a golden cord 
stretched in front of (he angels held them buck in their place in heaven- 
Pastor W was left wondering what this vision might mean. 

Some years later, in another prayer meeting, he had a similar vision 
of the angels in heaven with the golden cord holding [hem back This 
lime, however, while Pixtor W watched, the golden cord was drawn 
aside, Immediately, with obvious joy and excitement, [he whole 
throng of angels descended lo earth. Then the vision ended, and 
Pastor W was not able to see what (he angels proceeded to do on earth 
Pastor W concluded that a sovereign angelic visitation was about to 
take place: and he began to tdl his Christian friends to expect some 
tremendous work of the Holy Spirit in the area in which he bad 
received the two visions. 

Time passed, however, and nothing of special significance hap¬ 
pened Pastor W was disappointed and nonplused, although he could 
not doubt the authenticity of his two visions. 

After a considerable lapse of lime* it occurred to him to check back 
over major world events that had occurred around the time of his 
second vision—the one in Which the angels had been released lo 
participate in the affairs of earth Perhaps the vision was associated 
w ith some development in the world situation that was particularly 
significant from heaven’s viewpoint He quickly made a discovery 
that left no doubt as [O the meaning of his second vision: the day he 
received that visum w*ls rhe first day of the Stx-Day blur, 
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When Pastor W shared this vision with me. it made a profound 
impact It confirmed what 1 had already inferred from iny study of 
biblical prophecy: and. in particular, from the words of Jesus in Luke 
21:24. 

The Six-Day War was an epoch—a decisive turning point in human 
history. Ihe reestablishment of Jewish government over the area 
Jesus knew as 1 Jerusalem M marked a transition from one era to 
another. The era that Jesus called "the times of the Gentiles" is now 
drawing to a close In its place a new era is dawning—an era that will 
usher in the government of God on earth, tor Israel and for all nations 

in closing this section, let me share two thoughts relating to the 
words of Jesus in Luke 21 ;24 h and also lo the vision of my friend. 

First, if the angels in heaven are so excited about the restoration of 
Jerusalem, ought not God s people on earth to be at least equally 
excited? 

Second, if Jewish control of Jerusalem is essential to the establish¬ 
ment of God's Kingdom on earth, it explains the passionate opposi¬ 
tion that this prospect provokes in so many political and religious 
circles. Satan realizes that his kingdom is being threatened as never 
before, and he is fighting back with every weapon and tactic he can 
muster. 

Et is vital that God's people do not succumb to Satan’s tactics. We 
need to see the issues in the light of Scripture, and not accepi the 
warped view presented by the worlds new s media. Once we have seen 
the issues. we are obligated to take a firm, unflinching stand on the 
side of God’s purposes and His people 




i Psalm 2-4; h 


The earth is the Lord's, and everything m it. 
the world r and all whis live in it. 
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Wc must now face one of the must controversial issues in modem 
politics. It centers around a relatively small area of the earth's surface 
that, at various times in its history, has been known as the land of 
Canaan, the land of Israel, the Holy Land, and Palestine. Part of this 
area is occupied currently by ihe modem state of Israel: the remainder 
is occupied hy four surrounding Arab nations: Lebanon, Syria. Jor* 
dan and Egypt 

These Arab nations, together with other Arab nations m the Middle 
East, have been generally hostile to Israel. They have rejected Israels 
claim to that part of the land it currently occupies; and even more 
emphatically they have rejected any claim Co the whole area desig¬ 
nated originally as the land of Israel. 

Israel and these other nations continue to make claims and coun¬ 
terclaims, expressing different points of view and bused on different 
periods of the land's history. I doubt whether any human court m 
existence today could pronounce a fin at. authoritative settlement of 
all these claims, acceptable to all the parties involved 

In view of this, l wilt appeal to a higher authority: the Bible. For 
those who accept the authority of the Bible, the ownership of the land 
is settled clearly and unambiguously. 

One verse of Scripture declares the final, inalienable ownership of 
this land, as well as llEI other lands: 
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By right of creation. God owns the entire earth and everything in it 
The disposition God makes of any part of the earth, therefore, is 
sufficient to settle its ownership. Out of the whole earth, there is one 
particular area to which God lays special claim: the land of Israel. 

In several passages of Scripture, God calls this "my land,” Let us 
look at just two of these passages, both of w hich refer to situations in 
which Gentile nations are planning something in relation to the land 
and its people that is contrary to the will of God, 

First, Ezekiel's prophecy looks toward an invasion of Israel by the 
northern confederacy of Gog and Magog at the dose of th is age God 
Himself is speaking: 

“You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud that covers 
the Band. In djy* to Lome, G Gog. 1 will bring you against my hiut. so 
that the nations may know me when E nhow my sell hoh lit rough you 
be lore their eyes /* 

(Ezekiel 38:16, italics added ) 

The second passage is found in the prophet Joel, Again. God is 
speaking: 

"I will gather all nations 

and bring them down m the Valley of Jehiwhaphut. 

There I will enter into judgment against them 
Concerning my inheritance . m\ payrtc Israel* 

lor they scattered my people among the rutin ins 
and divided up my turtif." 

i,Joe| 3:2. italics addedl 

Three times in these passages Ciixl calls Israel “my people/" and 
twice He Lulls their kind “my land " Wc see. therefore, (hat God lays 
special claim to the land of Israel, lie is most emphatic about this 
claim when the integrity of the lund is challenged hv Gentile nations 
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An Everlasliiiti GounuiU 

A^ absolute owner of this Lind. God hiaN by His soveteigil choice 
given it to a specific group of people—that is, to Abraham and his 
descendants. In Genesis, God reveals thiis sovereign decision To 
Abraham; 

44 1 will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me 
jnd yon and your descendants after you for ihc generations to come, Eo 
he your God and the God of your descendants after ystu. The whole 
land ot Canaan, where you are now an alien. I will give os an 
everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I w HI 
be [heir God.” 

I Genes is |7:7-fSj 

The language here is Emphatic and unambiguous: the whole land is 
given as an everlasting possession to Abraham iind to his descendants 
after him. Thereafter, in the unfolding history of the book of Genesis, 
the land is given to Abraham's descendants—specifically, Isaac and 
Jacob, 

God's promise to Isaac is found in chapter 26 : 

“Stay in this, Land fora white, and E will he with ytw und will hle^s 
Wm Rir hi yuu and your Lk-veenJanls t will give alI these lands and w ill 
confirm I he oath I swore to your father Abraham I will make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and wiEI give them alt 
thcM.* landji, aJTwl through vuur off spring jli nalumh on earth will tie 
blessed- 

l verses 1-41 

Twice in these mses Ciod uses the phfu-se ail these tends. The 
plural form includes all Ihc Various areas that together make up the 
complete inheri lance- 

GihJ’s further promise of the land to Jacob is found in chapter 15 : 

And G«kI said io him. “1 am Gf*J Almighty: be fruitful and increase 
in number A nation and a community of nations will come from you. 


and king% will come from your body The land E gave to Abraham und 
Isaac I also give io you. and I will give this land to your descendants 
jfier you- 

(verses 11 - 12 ) 


When we put (hey? three passages of Genesis together, the line of 
descent ihmugh which ihe lard is promise is explicit, 11 was promised 
first to Abraham, then to Isaac* then to Jacob* and then to Jacob's 
descendant after him. The collective name given lo the nation 
descended from Jacob is, of course, Israel. 

This revel mi ion concerning the land of Canaan, or Israel, is 
summed up in one short passage in Psalm 105 . The psalmist intro¬ 
duces the passage by stating dial God enforces His judgments—that 
is, the sovereign determination of His w all—an every part of the earth: 


He is (he Lord our God; 

his judgment aiu in all the earth. 


(verve 7 ) 


From this introductory si ale merit „ l he psalmist goes on to proclaim 
the specific judgments, or determiiunons, of God concerning the 
land of Canaan: 


He remembers his covenant forever, 
the word he ■uiinmanded, for a thousand general ions. 

I he covenant he made with Abraham, 
the oath he swore to Isaac. 

He confirmed i| to Jacob us a decree, 
to brad ^ an everlasting covenant: 

“To you ] will give the land at Canaan 
as the portion you wilt inherit," 

(verves H-111 


The psalmist emphasizes two important points First, he leaves no 
doubt as io the line of descent through which ihc promise of the land is 
given. It is from Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob, to bract Second, the 
psalmiJit uses every conceivable scripiurat term to establish ihe sa- 
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ered. unchanging naiure of God's commilmcnl to Abraham and his 
descendants, He speaks of God's own "covenant/' and of "the word 
be commanded/ 1 and of M lhe oalh be swore/' Then be speaks of ’a 
decree/' and finally of “an everlasting covenant.” 

Wbat a powerful list of words denoting God's unchanging cnmmih 
mentt catonanl, word, command „ oath, decree, and. finally, everlast¬ 
ing covenant* I know of no other passage where Scripture speaks with 
greater or Enure sustained emphasis than ibis. And all this emphasis 
centers around one issue: I he ownership of the land of Canaan 
Apari from Psalm 105, it as the prophetic passages predicting 
Israel's end-time resioraiion that stress most frequently Israel s owner¬ 
ship of the land. In other wends, (he Bible’s emphasis on their right lo 
the land does not diminish, hut actually increases, w ith ihc passage of 
time. Some of the prophelic passages we have already examined 
confirm this: 

“The days are coming/ declares ihe Lord,“when I will bring my 
people Israel 4ind Judah hack from captivity and restore lhens to (he 
land I gave their forefathers to possess/ says I he Lord. 

f Jeremiah .10:31 

God speaks find of “my people Israel and Judahf then of "the 
land I gave their forefathers lo possess. " Only one land answers this 
description. 

Next, tel us scl beside each other two verses from Ezekiel 36: 

“Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in their own 
land, (hey defiled il hy their conduct and (heir act km* Their conduct 
was like a woman's monthly Lmeleartness an my sighi." 

Iven* 17) 

When Israel originally occupied the land before their first captivity, 
even though they defiled it, God still ealled il "(heir own land.” 
Further on He states: 

"For I u ill take you out of iht! nations; i will gather you from all the 
countries and bring you hack inlo yuur own kind 

L verse 24 ) 
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When God promises to bring Israel back to the land ai ihe close or 
(he age. He still calls it “ytmr own land " In God's sight, the 
ownership of (he land has never changed and never will. He gave it to 
Abraham and his descendants by an everlasting covenant. 

Finally, let us lum again briefly lo Amos. 

“I will plant Israel in Their own lurid, 
never again lo be uprooted 
from the land I have given them," 

says the Lord your Cod. 

(Amos 9:I5J 

Here again. God is speaking of Israel s end-time resioraiion in 
“their own land." Furthermore, He promises fhal they will never 
again he uprooted. This, promise, given nearly 3.000 year* ago, is 
neither affected nor modified by (he growing mighi of (he Arab 
nations today, nor by iheir deiermination to desiroy Israel. On Ihc 
contrary, the currenl multiplication of problems and lhe violent op¬ 
position to Israel shows us why God, in His foresighi, took such pains 
to emphasize Israels inalienable right to the land. 

Israel and All Nalfiifis 

Why does Gtd in His Word speak so frequently, and with such 
emphasis, ahoui the ownership of ibis relatively small land? Firs! and 
foremost, because He is a covenant keeping God, and He wanls the 
whole world to know il 

I believe there is another important principle involved, however, 
which i> slated by Moses in Deuieronomy: 

When (he Mosi High gave ibe nations iheir inheritance, 
when he divided all mankind. 

he set up bwmdnriev for the peoples 
according to the number of ihe sons of Israel 

I Deuteronomy 32 :JS) 
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God has not let ! it to chance to determine where each notion shall 
dwell. He has an appointed dwelling place for each section of the 
human race 

When God allotted ihc appointed areas to lhe nations, what was His 
stoning point.' Moses here (ells us: H was from the land He had 
allotted to Israel. First. He chose Israel's inheritance for them; then 
l ie allotted the inheritance of the other nations in relationship to that 
of Israel. The area allotted to Israel was based on the size of popula¬ 
tion thai God intended them ultimately (o attain. 

In the New Testament, (his revelation is confirmed by a remarkable 
stale mend made by (he apostle Paul in his speech ro the men of 
ALhens: 

From onei nun he |Gud| nude every nation of men. tlui they should 
inhjibu the whole earth. und he determined the time^ sti fur them and 
the exact places where Ehcy should live 

{Acts I7:2fti 

We see, then, that God has determined not only wh?rt ihe nations 
shall dwell, but also when (hey shall dwell (here It is around Gtxfs 
dealings wilh Israel, however, and the inheritance He has appointed 
for them. that His deal ings w n hall m her nations nevol vc Isrne I i s boi h 
starling point and center. 

To bring oui the implications of this, lei me use a simple parable 
from daily life. Suppose I am putting on a three-piece suit with a vest. 
The vest has live buttons. In buttoning up ihe vest. I make a misiake 
so that the lop button ends up in the second hole. What wjjl be the 
result? Problems all the way down! Every other button w ill likewise 
end up in the wrong hole, and when I gel Eo the bottom, there will he 
one butlon left over wilhoul any hole for it. 

Now apply this simple illustration to the nations on earlh. Israel is 
ihe first button. If Israel is not in ihe righl “hole." then there will be 
something wrong wilh the situation of even other nation on earth 
This revelation of God’s Word has a vital, practical application for 
people from all tuber nations. W r hen we consider God s plan lor 
Israel, we cannot stand aside, as citizens of other lands, and say, 
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"Israels fate does not concern us." The fact is, the well-being of 
every nation is at stake Until Israel enters into its full inheritance, the 
other nations can never enjoy the blessings that God has in store for 
ihem also. 

The restoration of Israel has been accompanied by tremendous 
lurmoil and upheaval. In chapter 3.1 related some of what my family 
and 1 endured in Jerusalem during ihe period lhal the state of Israel 
was being established Many more suffered similar things—people 
w ho were not guilty of any particular wrongdoing. Suffering came to 
all who lived in Jerusalem m the time—Jews. Arabs and all the res! 

For my part, however, l view my family's sufferings in the light of 
God’s purpose revealed m Scripture, I can look back now and see chat, 
ihrough ii all. God was working in His infinite wisdom to bring Israel 
back into their right place, and into right relationship wilh Himself. 

Alt lhal GtKl is doing in ihe Middle East has this end in view. 
Doubtless there will be more suffering and upheavals. In lhe midst of 
it all, however God will continue to work out His eternal purpose „ as 
revealed in His prophetic Word. This assurance offers peace in the 
midst of turmoil 

I am neither a Jew 1 nor an Arab. Vet I cannot for ihis reason remain 
neutral or indifferent. Like all people everywhere. I must face up to 
ihis fact: God is ai work in the earlh, and particularly in ihe Middle 
East, bringing about the fulfillment of His predetermined plan. Ulti¬ 
mately, the well-being of all other nations is hound up with the 
fulfillment of God’s plan for Israel. 

Identification with God's Will 

Over the years. as | have prayed about the Situation in the Middle 
East and meditated on ii in light of Gods Word, 3 have Found comfort 
and direction from a brief statement in Ihe New Testament: "The one 
who does ihe will of God abides forever" i\ John 2:17, NASVj. 

Here is a clear promise of total and permanent security 1b avail 
ourselves of it. we need to take iwo steps. Firsi, we must discover 
God's will as it is revealed in Scripture. Then, by a firm decision of 
qijjr own will, wt musl align ourselves w-ith His purposes, both incur 
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nuti vnlu jt lives and in the events of world history taking place around 
us. 

As we thus idem if y ourselves with the will of God, our lives are 
imbued wish ihe very nature of His will—its stability and irresistible 
strength. These quail lies are not threatened by the disorder in the 
world around us. or by the seeming disasters that shout at us front the 
world's news media. Nor can they he affected by the irresponsible 
utterance* and actions- of Arab politicians, op even of Israel's own 
leaders. 

One thing is sure. God will carry mu His predetermined plan for all 
nations, as revealed in Scripture. Once we have been confronted with 
the revelation of God's w ill, the decision required of us does not vary 
according to our racial or religious background Whether we be Jew s 
or Arabs, Africans. Asians or Americans, we are all required to 
renounce any plans or preconceptions contrary to the will of God; and 
then to find our appointed place in the outworking of God s plan. Of 
course, the details of His plan will vary for nations as they do for 
individuals. We are not all cast in the same role. God has a specific 
place and function for each nation, as we have seen Peace and 
harmony can come lo the earth only as nations bow to the sovereign 
determination of God. Then each nation will be tree to find its 
appointed place and fulfill its appointed function. 

The details of the plan vary, hut the basic issue does not vary, either 
for individuals or for nations, and it is this: submission to the revealed 
purposes, of God. Here we have only two alternatives: obedience or 
disobedience. The decision confronting all of us alike is summed up. 
with characteristic logic, by the apostle Paul: 

God "will give Cn each person according (n what he has \lime ." To 
those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immon 
tality 4 he will give eternal life. But for those who die self-seeking and 
who rejecE the truth jnd follow evil, ihcre will be wrath jiiJ anger. 
There will he tmubk wd distress for every human being w ho docs evil; 
first for the Jew, then for the Gentile: hut glory, honor and peace far 
everyone who does good: first far the Jew. then for the Gentile. Rut 
GrvJ does not show favoritism, 

(Homans 2:6-11) 
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To this point, we have examined carefully a series of prophetic 
Scriptures that unfold God’s predetermined purpose for the Jewish 
people and for the state of Israel. Out of thc*c Scriptures. four main 
conclusions have emerged: 

First, as this age draws to a dose, God purposes lo regather His 
scattered people Israel from all nations of the world and bring them 
back to (heir ow n land; and there to make of them again one united 
nation. 

Second, this geographical and political re gathering is a prelude to 
the spiritual renewal of the Jewish people. 

1"hird, this regathering and restoration began about the turn of the 
twentieth century, and has been proceeding steadily ever since 

Fourth, the welfare of all nations is bound up with the fulliMmcnt of 
God’s plan to restore and renew Israel 

As Christians who accept the Bible’s authority, we cannot ignore 
this clear revelation of God s purpose being worked out in our day. We 
are confronted, therefore, with a vitally important question: How 
shall we respond? 

A Debt Compounded 

Before we can attempt an adequate answer lo this question, we 
must lake into account two historical fact*. 

The first fact concerns all Christians of non-Jewish origin. What 
ever our background may be—whether we he Africans or Arabs. 
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Russians or Americans. Indians or Chinese—we all owe uHJr entire 
spiritual inheritance as Christians to one nation- Israel. 

If then: had been i» Israel, there would likewise hive been no 
patriarchs. no prophets t no apostles, no Bible and no Savior. In John 
4:22 Jesus Himself summed all this up in oik simple statement 
“Salvation is from ihe Jews." Christians from all other racial back* 
grounds owe lo (he Jewish people a spiritual debt that can never be 
calculated. 

The second, related fact k that throughout most of its history, the 
Christian Church has not merely failed to repay its debt to Israel; it has 
actually compounded that debt many limes over. 

In chapter 2. 1 related how Christians in Britain recognized al 
various times God s purpose to restore the Jews to their land, and 
sought to help and support them. Unfortunately, this kind of altitude 
on the part of Christians was exceptional . 

In general, from about the fourth century on, the Christian Church 
has consistently treated the Jewish people with prejudice, contempt, 
injustice, and even, at times, barbarous cruelly. Regrettably, the great 
majority of professing Christians today are almost totally ignorant of 
these historical facts; whereas they are indelibly engraved on the 
consciousness of the Jewish people, and influence immeasurably 
their attitude toward Christianity. 

As I have already indicated in chapter 2, one important cause of this 
Christian anti-Semitism was a warped form of theology, held widely 
in lhe Church for many centuries, which taught thal the Jewish pcopte 
were solely responsible for the crucifixion of Christ, and were thus 
guilty of the most terrible of all crimes—the murder of God Himself. 

On the basis of this theology, many Christians, including some 
recognized spiritual leaders, felt that one way to show their loyalty lo 
Christ was to express their hatred Cowart! His murderers—that is, the 
Jewish people. 

For instance, even such a renowned preacher as John Chrysostom 
(c. 34Q-42G A.D.j, today regarded a* a saint, could actually describe 
the Jewish people in his sermons as “lustful, rapacious, greedy, 
perfidious bandits inveterate murderers, destroyers. men pos¬ 
sessed by the devil Debauchery and drunkenness have given 
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them the manners of the pig and the lusty goal They know only one 
thing to satisfy their gullets, get drunk, lo kill and maim one an¬ 
other . t Flannery, p. 4ft 1. 

On another occasion Chrysostom said, “1 hate tjve synagogue 
precisely because it has the law and the prophets . . I hare the Jews 
also because they outrage the law . . ." i Flannery, p. 49k 

J |Tic most tragic aspect of this is not that a renowned Christian 
theologian could espouse such sentiment', toward the Jewish peo¬ 
ple—terrible though that is. Far more tragic is the fact that the 
utterances of Chry sostom. and others like him. had a profound effect 
upon the altitudes and the theology of many —perhaps even most— 
Christians for many centuries (o come This manifested itself in 
countless acts of violence and cruelly against the Jewish people. 
Christian'' w bo took part in the First Crusade at the end of the eleventh 
century, for example, turned aside on their way through Europe to the 
Middle Last and massacred entire Jew ish communities, sparing nei¬ 
ther women nor children. 

Subsequently, alter reaching Jerusalem, the Crusaders found an 
entire Jewish congregation gathered in a synagogue, and proceeded to 
hum down the synagogue* killing all the Jews in it All this was dotie 
in the name of Christ and in the sign of the cro'ss, 

Nor were the leaders of the Protestant Reformation free, by any 
means, from the guilt of anti-Jewish pre judice When Martin Luther 
first published his teaching, he anticipated that the Jewish people 
would be convinced by it. and would convert lo Christianity When 
this did not happen. Luther was disappointed and embittered. Asa 
result, he actually outdid many Catholics in his vitriolic expressions 
of contempt for the Jew ish people 

TTic scurrilous nature of some of Luther's attacks on the Jews is 
shocking. The following is a specimen of one of his more restrained 
utterances: 

The Jews deserve the most severe penalties Their synagogues 
should be leveled, their homes destroyed. ihey should he exiled into 
tents like the gypsies. Their religious writings should be taken fmm 
them, fbe rahhis should he forbidden uicnminuc teaching ihe Law. All 
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professions should be closed to them Only the hardest, coarsest work 
should he permitted them. Rich lews should have their lot tunes confis¬ 
cated-. and the money used to supptni Jews who are willing 10 be 
converted 1I al i these measures are u nsucccssful. i he Christian princes 
should have the duty of driving the Jews from their Lands as they would 
rabid dogs 

(Bnar. p, 1211 

Centuries later, when I he Nazis came to power ir Germany, l hey 
used statements by Martin Luther to propagate anti-Semitic policies. 
The intensity of anti -Se mil ism that the Nazis succeeded in exploiting 
in Germany, and also in Poland, was nut new ; it had deep historical 
PKHs going hack many centuries. And the main responsibility for this 
situation must be laid at the door of the Christian Church. 

We could sunt up the outworking of the historical processes in¬ 
volved by saying lhai the Nazis merely reaped a harvest that the 
Church had sown. 

Accepting Our Responsibility 

Confronted by this appalling record of anti-Semitism in the Chris¬ 
tian Church throughout much of its history, modem Christians some¬ 
times react by disclaiming any responsibility, "That was done toy 
members of ttfher churches/ 1 they protest. “In our church we would 
never he guilty of such altitudes or acts,” 

L must confess that I. loo, was inclined to shelter behind such an 
argument. But one day the Holy Spirit reminded me viery forcefully of 
whui Jesus said, in a similar context, to the religious leaders of His 
day: 

"Woe to you, teachers of the law jnd Pharisees, you hypoemes* You 
build romhc for the pntphets and. dsNroraEi; the graves tif the righteous. 
And yn« %ay. ‘If we had lived in (he days of our forefathers, we would 
not have Liken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophet*. 1 
S(J you testify against y™iw]vcslh;il voti uni the Jewrendamh of those 
who murdered the prophets ” 

s Matthew 21:29-31) 
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The very fact that these religious people disclaimed responsibility 
for the crimes commuted by their forefathers against the prophets 
constituted an acknowledgment that they were indeed the descendants 
of those who had killed the prophets. 

1 believe the same principle applies to the crimes committed by the 
Church against the Jews We cannot el ami to be part of the Church, 
and at the same time disclaim responsibility for the way the Church 
has treated the Jews After all, in God’s sijtht there is only one 
Church. 

If we desire to be identified with that one Church, then our 
identification must go ah the way. We cannot claim inheritance in the 
good that has come down to us through the Church, and yet at the 
same lime disassociate ourselves from the evil. In particular, we must 
accept our share of responsibility for Christian anti-Semitism, and 
then do everything in our power to rectify this terrible situation. 

POpe John XXIII is one modem Christian leader who humbly 
acknow ledged the guilt of the Church toward the Jews and sought to 
make amends. During World War Jl in Europe, as Archbishop Ron- 
calli. he was instrumental m saving many Jews from the Nazis Later, 
as Pope, he composed the following prayer of confession and repen¬ 
tance. intending it to be used in all Roman Catholic churches: 

We are conscious today that many, many centuries of blindness have 
cloaked our eyes so thai we can no longer sec the beauty of Thy chosen 
people, nor recognize in their faces the features of our privileged 
brethren. 

We realize thu lhe murk of Cam stands upon our foreheads Across 
the centuries our higher Abel has lam in the blood which we drew, or 
shed tears which we caused hv forgetting Thy love. 

Forgive us for the curse we falsely attached to (heir name as Jew. 

Forgive us furcnicitying Tbcc a second time in their flesh for O 
Lord, we know run what we did 

i Reprinted t'min liwamo Daily Star, May 15. 1965) 

I hope the Roman Catholic Church will still adopt this prayer for 
general use My personal conviction is that the whole Christian 
Church, from every background and denomination, cun never regain 
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I he full measure of divine blessing ii has forfeited until it faces 
honestly ihc issue of its guilt toward the Jews, arid seeks to make 
amends 

One initial step is lo correct the warped theology behind much 
Christian anti-Semi(ism This theology overlooks lwo important facts 
that are staled clearly in the New Testament First, the Jewish people 
were nor solely responsible fop the crucifixion of Jesus They initiated 
the charges against Him, hut it was lhe Romans who endorsed and 
1 carried nut the sentence li was Gentile Roman soldiers who were 
responsible for scourging, mocking and crucifying Jesus, thereby 
adding their own sadistic contribution to (he total guilt of the human 
race. It is particularly strange tha( this fact so long escaped the 
attention of the Roman Catholic Church? 

The second fact made clear in the New Testament i* that, before He 
died on the cross, Jesus made provision for the forgiveness of alt who 
had contributed to His suffering and death: "Father. forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing'* (Luke 23:34k The word them 
includes uM those responsible for Jesus' dealh. both Jew and Gentile 

In this light, all Christians today of non Jew i-sh background are 
confronted with two questions that cannot he evaded: First, what can 
we do lo repay our spiritual debt to the Jewish people. 1 And second, 
how can we—to some extent, at least—make amends for all the evil 
done lo the Jew ish people for centuries in the name of Christianity? 

I believe the answer to these two questions is bound up in a special 
way with the outworking of God’s purposes for Israel in our genera * 
non We have before us an opportunity unique to our generation—one 
that is both an obligation and a privilege. 

Our obligation is to do everything Scripture requires of us to help 
the Jewish people regain the fullness of iheir God-appoinicd inheri¬ 
tance. both natural and spiritual. Our privilege is to become co¬ 
workers with God in bringing about the fulfillment of His purposes of 
blessing for Israel and for all nations. 

I want lo suggest four specific ways, all of them indicated in 
Scripture, by which we can do thts. They can be summed up by four 
verbs: to praise; to proclaim; lo pray; and to comfort. 
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To Praise 

In Jeremiah 31. the prophet exhorts us to respond in three of these 
tour ways to Israel s regathering- to praise, to proclaim, and to pray 
Someone has commented that this particular passage contain* "'one 
of the noisiest wsrses in the Bible At the same time, to make the 
historical context absolutely clear, the prophet paints a vivid picture 
of the Jewish people being regaihered lo their land: 

This is what the Lord says: 

BJ £ing with joy for Jacob: 

shorn far die great?*! of the naticin 1 - 

Makc your praise* heard, and say, 

O Lord, save your people, 
the remnant of Israel.' 

See, I will bring them from the land of the north 
and gaihtr them from the ends uf the earth. 

Among them will be the blind and the lame, 
expectant mothers and women in labor: 
j great throng wjlll return." 

r Jeremiah 31:7-81 

One of the other modem versions offer* a significant alternati ve lor 
part of verse 7: 

'"And shout d/aoflg the chiefs if the nations. 

Proclaim* give praise, and say . . . 

tNASV, italics added! 

Bmh the word* and the context of this prophecy leave no doubt that 
it refer* lo the end-time regathering and restoration ol hrael At the 
end of verse 7. we find the phrase the remnant of hraei—n phrase 
used regularly hv the prophets in connection with this end-lime 
re gathering. Only a ‘remnant’" of Israel wilt (bus he regathered In 
the aftermath of the Holocaust, the word remnant sound* a note of 
pathos. 
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The prophet then describes this regaihering with it vividness and 
accuracy ihat could not he excelled even by a contemporary eyewit¬ 
ness of ihe events. We see once again the special emphasis on “the 
lands of the n^rth.” which include Germany, Wand and Kussiu. 

But the remnani also cones from The ends of the earth " This 
dttribes a phase in (he history of Brad Immediately following the 
War of Independence in I94&. which has come lo he known hy 
modern Israelis a* the period of ,b nmssimmigration. 1 Between i'MH 
and I95L approximately 700,000 Jewish people immigrated to the 
stale of Israel, mainly from Furope and the Arab nations, but also 
from many other lands (see Special Section, p. 344). 

Of this total. about half were refugees from the Arab nations of I he 
Middle Last In many cases, they were expelled with ruthless haste 
and not permitted Co Cake with them any money or material posses¬ 
sions* except for the clothes I hey were wearing Most of these win¬ 
gers had large families and came from an underprivileged level of 
society. The words of Jeremiah in verse K were exactly hiltil led 
hundreds of limes over: “Among I hem . . the blind and the lame, 

expectant mothers and women in labor; a great throng . 

The period of history to w h i c h ihi s refers i s now We can ns it ignore 
ihe responses God requires of us. Let us look more closely, then, at 
I he Scripture quoted above and ils list of live responses; first. hi sing 
with joy: second, to shout: third, to proclaim: fourth, to praise i make 
our praises heurdl; and fifth. Co say (of pray], "O Lord, save your 
people . . . We may combine under the single heading of praise" 
three of I he responses listed above: to sing wish joy, lo shout and to 
praise. Taken together, these three phrases describe loud, sustained* 
exuberant praise 

Why should we respond with this kind of praise to Israel's reguther- 
ing? Lei me suggest three practical raisons. 

First, quite simply, because almighty God Himself requires it of us. 
That in tlself is sufficient reason. To respond as God requires is 
obedience: to fail to respond is disobedience. Obedience w ill; bring 
God's blessing upon us. and disobedience His judgment. In order to 
receive Gods blessing and avoid His judgment, we ape obligated to 
respond as He requires. 
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Second, we should respond w ith praise because, as we have already 
seen, the contemporary regalhcring of Israel is objective confirmation 
on a worldwide scale I bat (he Bible is true, relevant and up-to-date. 

As Christians we r just like Israel, depend upon I he mercy and 
faithfulness of God promised 10 us in the Bible. fhere is probably 
nothing in all of the Scriptures to w hich God commits Himself more 
repeatedly than this end-time regachenng of His chosen people. 11 
God does nrt fulfill His repeated commitments lo Israel, then I. for 
my part, could no longer have confidence that He will fulfill His 
commitments to the Church 

The fad chat God j'j manifestly fulfilling His commitments to Israel 
should be die greatest possible encourage me m thal Ik will also fulfill 
His commitments to us as Christians. Therefore, praise iv our natural 
and logical response. 

Third, praise is also- the natural. appropriate expression of Christian 
compassion When we remember the long centuries of Israels an¬ 
guish. most of it inflicted by Christians, and culminating in the 
unthinkable honors of the Holocaust, we would betray the Stoniness 
of our own hearts if we did not continually prune God thal their night 
of anguish is drawing lo a close and that a new day of restoration and 
peace is dawning. 

God is specific about the kind of praise He requires of us It is not to 
be something merely inward and inaudible. On the contrary, GihI sayv. 
chat we are to sin$ t to shorn, to make cmr praises heard. 

Today, perhaps more than ever before, che world is tilled with all 
sorts of negative voices—voices of discontent. strife, hatred, blas¬ 
phemy; voices that rob God of the glory due His name As Christians* 
we have the obligation and the privilege to drown out these negaiive 
voices w ith our sustained and jubilant praises, thus restoring lo God 
the glory thal is His due. As wc do this, we create a spiritual 
atmosphere in w hich ii becomes easier for both Israel and the Church 
lo enter into their God-appointed inheritance 
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To Proclaim 

The word prmfoim means to make some kind of public, official 
declaration 11 suggests in particular the activity of a herald. The kind 
of proclamation we arc lo make is defined further on in Jeremiah 31 

’Hear the won) of the Lord. O nations; 
proclaim it in di slant coisllands: 

‘He who H'sliered Israel will gather them 
and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.*" 

(verse IE)) 

Our message need not he lengthy or complicated Its essence is 
this: "He who scattered Israel will gather them." [In the original 
I tebrew. it is briefer sc ill. In fact. il consists of three words: first word. 
Hi^who-stattered: second word, Israel; third word, will-gather- 
them —literally. him J Gad wastes no words! He does mu perm it any 
secondary issue to divert us from that which is central: His regal her 
tng of scattered Israel. 

Jeremiah’s words [cave no room for misunderstanding. The same 
God who scattered Israel w ill he the One to gather them There can be 
no change in the identity of God ^s we saw in chapter 5). The same 
people who were scattered, Israel, will he the ones to be gathered 
There can he no change in the identity of Israel The scattering look 
place laterally in a senes of events in human history: likewise, the 
gathering will take place literally in the evens of human history, 
exactly as described m Scripture. 

Let me point out another interesting fact that confirms in an 
amazing way the absolute accuracy of biblical prophecy The Hebrew 
word used here for ‘gathering" comes from a basic verb form 
kitten. The same bask form also gives us the modem Hebrew word 
kibbutz (of which the plural is kibbutzim) 

A kibbutz may be defined roughly as a group of people who settle 
together on an area of land, pool their resources and lead a communal 
kind of life The original emphasis of nearly all kibbutzim in Israel 
was primarily agricultural, although today there have been other 
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developments It is an objective fact of history that the kibbutzim have 
played a unique and vital part in the growth of rm Klein Israel They 
have made an indispensable contribution to both the economy and the 
defense of the slate. 

With these linguistic and historical facts in mud, we may para 
phrase Jeremiah 31:1ft as follows: “He who scattered Israel will 
regal her them in kibbutzim . “ Is it not remarkable that, twenty-five 
centuries before their occurrence, the prophet Jeremiah predicted 
these events accurately, and even used in his prediction a word that 
singled out one of their most significant feature*? 

In the closing section of the proclamation. Jeremiah says that the 
la>rd will also "watch over his flock like a shepherd.” The word 
translated %mteh t?wr also means keep or guard, Here is further 
confirmation (hat this second re gathering of Israel will not he some 
thing temporary or transienl Once God has gathered them. He will 
continue to watch over and protect them. As their Shepherd, He w ill 
accept responsibility for their permanent security and well-being. 

To whom is this proclamation addressed? Il is addressed to *‘na 
lions" and to "distant coastlands." The Hebrew word translated 
uff/fttin usually denotes nations other than Israel. and is used reguarly 
by Jewish people to describe the Gentiles The word translated 
caestkmds would include islands and < rmSinents* Tbdty. ihmugh ihe 
Holy Spirit, God is raising up a company of ministers of His Word to 
whom He is commuting the task of carrying thin proclamation to all 
the places here indicated by Jeremiah 

In recent years n has been my privilege to make this proclamation 
in the United States and rn various countrics around the world--some 
within the continent of Europe, and others that were formerly part til 
the British Empire. Among the former are Germany, Switzerland and 
Sweden. Among the latter are ling land. Northern Ireland. Australia, 
New Zealand. Jamaica arid South Africa, In each of these places, 1 
have directed people \ attention to this specific verse in Jeremiah 
31:10, and then I have said lo them: "Today this Scripture is being 
fulfilled in your ears." 

Today, the regaihcring of Israel is a banner lifted up by God for all 
nations lo see It is His preordained purpose ai this time that all 
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nations be confronted with I his message, And there is an important 
rei*M>n: when God's time comes to judge the nations. He will judge 
them on the has is of their response to the regatherin g of Israel A11 hat 
lime, no nation wilt be able to plead ignorance of Israel's regathering. 
iw of I be lad I hat ii represents the fulfillment of God's prophetic 
Word 

To Pray 

Prayer, our third response H is indicated by the words at the end of 

Jeremiah 31:7: “Sav. O Lord, save your people, the remnant of 
Israel,*" 

We tmiM realise that when God grants ns a revelation of w hat He as 
amending to do in the world. His purpose is never merely lo interest or 
entertain ns. He dites not ex peel us to remain passive or indifferent. 
On the contrary. He requires us lo become actively, wholeheartedly 
involved in carrying out His revealed intention, by whatever means 
appropriate to our particular situation. A primary way is through 
prayer. An excellent example of I his kind of commitment is found in 
lhe bindi of Daniel: 

In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Made by descent}, who 
wax nude ruler over ihe Biihvtonun kingdom—in the first year of hi* 
reign. I, Daniel, understood fmm the Scriptures. accordingto (be word 
of ihc Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of 
.Jerusalem would lit*! seventy year*. So I turned h> the Lord God and 
pleaded wilh him in prayer and pel Lilian, in lasting, and in sacks krth and 

h4k&- 
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We see here that Daniel was not merely a prophet; he was also a 
student of prophecy, (It the facts were available to u*. I believe this 
would also prove true of the other great prophets of the Bible ? The 
Scriptures to which Daniel refer* are Jeremiah 25 12-M and 
29:10-14. Through his study of these two passages, Daniel under 
stood that the Lord was about to put an end to the Jews captivity in 
Babylon and Open the way for them to return to their own land. 
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Daniel thus found himself in a position parallel to that in w hich we 
find curse)ves today. How did he respond. 1 

Certainly he was not passive or indifferent. On the contrary, he 
gave himself lo prayer and fasting more earnest and intense than 
anything previously recorded in the book of Daniel. His prayer was 
that God would indeed full ill the promises of mercy He had given 
through the prophet Jeremiah to Israel. 

In this. Daniel stands as a pattern and challenge to us today. This 
second worldwide ^gathering of Israel, far greater than the first, calls 
for prayer and fasting on a corresponding worldwide scale. 

In Isaiah 62, God calls us lo intense. persistent prayer especially 
on behalf of Jerusalem; 

I have posted watdiitKn on your wall*, O Jerusalem, 
they will never he silent day or night. 

You who call on the Lord, 
give yourselves no rest, 

and ght him m\ rest till he establishes Jerusalem 
and makes her Ihe pnnw; of the earth. 

i Isaiah 62:6-71 

These "watchmen" are clearly intercessor*, called by GihJ to 
continue in prayer day and night lor the restoration of Jerusalem. 

In the Mew Testament. Jesus relate* the parable of the widow who 
kepi beseeching the unjust judge. Then He concludes with this 
question: “And will not G*k 1 bring about justice for his chosen ones, 
who cry out to hint day and night? M tLufec 1 rt:7>. 

Both these passages indicate ihal some themes arc so important and 
urgent that they demand our prayer* mu only in the daytime, hut 
through the night hours as well. The restoration of Jerusalem is one of 
these themes, t he metaphor ol “watchmen " suggests people whose 
commitment to their task requires them to remain alert and at their 
post throughout the hours of darkness. 

Isaiah also describes these "watchmen ' as those ‘ who call on the 
Lord." The Hebrew word thus translated is interesting. It means, 
literally, “those who remind the Lord." In modem Hebrew, u is the 
word for a secretary 
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One day I was wondering about the connection between I h is 
ministry of calling on the Lord and the task of a secretary. Then I 
realized that one important part of a secretary’s ia.sk is to remind ihe 
employer of the appointments recorded on his calendar 

This gave nie practical insight into the way God wants us to pray for 
Jerusalem. As His ^intercessor-sccrelaries." «*e have iwo main re¬ 
sponsibilities: firsi, to he familiar with His prophefre calendar: and 
second, to remind Him of (tie appointments recorded in it, One such 
appointment is God's end-lime commitment lo restore Israel and lo 
rebuild Jerusalem 

The eKhorlalion to pray for the peace of (his city is not confined lo 
(he critical period ai (he close ol the presenl age. It appears continu¬ 
ously through Scripture, and through the history of God s people, 
from the lime of David onward, in Psalm 122 David says: 

Ptay for the peace of Jerusalem: 

“"May (hey prosper who love you. 

May jiejtre he wiihin yciur wnlls, 

Anti prosperity wiihin your palaces."' 

[PSalm 122 :fr- 7 . NA 5 V \ 

Every day (hmugh ninclccn centuries, the Jewish people in all (he 
lands of rheir exile have obeyed faithfully (his exhortation lo pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem. The dramatic events that have taken place in 
Jerusalem from 194S onward are history’s testimony thal God has no! 
forgotten these many centuries of prayer. 

We might be templed lo ask: Why should God's believing people 
around the world he exhorted by Scripture to pray for this one city. 
Jerusalem? 

One reason at least is clear: Scripture reveals that il is God’s 
ultimate purpose lo establish His Kingdom on earth with Jerusalem as 
ils center. It is this we are praying for each time we utier ihe familiar 
words, '‘Thy kingdom come ... , fc+ 

It is outside the scope of this book to develop the ihcmc of Gods 
Kingdom in detail. But let us lake a lew quick glimpses at what God 
has in store for all who qualify for admission to lhat Kingdom. 
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Here is jusi one passage from Isaiah: 

This is what Isaiah son of Amo/ saw concerning Judah and Jerusa¬ 
lem: 

In | he Iasi days 

the mountain of ihe Lord's temple wilt he esiaNiHhcd 
Eli chief yimirrg the mountains, 
il will be raised above the hills, 
and all nations will stream to il 

Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let US go up lo the nniuciCjiii. of ihe Lord, 

10 die house of ihe God of Jacob 
He will teach us his ways, 

so that we may walk m his ptihs. 1 ' 

The taw will go nut from Zjotk 

Ihe word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He will judge between the nations 

and will settle disputes lor many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares 
and iheir spears into pruning hooks 
Nation will not lake up sword against nation, 
nor will they iroin for war anymore 

(Isaiah 2:1-4) 

And this is from the prophet Zechariah: 

On (hat day living water will How out Emm Jerusalem, ball to the 
eastern sea and halt 10 ihe western sea, in summer and in winter. 

The Lord will he king over (he whole earth. On that day (here will he 
one Lord, and his name the only name 

Then the survivor* frum j|J ihe nations that have attacked Jerusalem 
will go up year after year lo worship the King. Ihe Lord Almighty, and 
to celebrate the heasl of Tabernacles 

fZcchiriah 14:8-0. if»j 

These prophetic pictures of God's Kingdom established nn earth 
have one iealure in common: Jerusalem, or Mount Zion, is at the 




122 THE LAST WORD ON THE MIDDLE EAST 

center It is to Jerusalem that Lill nations will go up each year for 
worship, El is from Jerusalem that the word and law of the Lord will go 
forth, and that justice and govemmenl will he administered to all 
nations. 

In this way, the peace and welt-being of all nations arc inseparably 
bourn! up with the peace of Jerusalem. Until Jerusalem enters into her 
own peace, no other city or land anywhere on earth can he secure 
from the threat of war; nor can they know true and lasting happiness. 

Thus, in praying for the peace of Jerusalem, Christians from 
nations all over the globe are also praying for a consummation that 
wdl bring peace and incalculable blessings la their own nations, 

Them is ye! another reason we should alt he eager to pray Cor the 
peace of Jerusalem God ha^ ordained that those who love Jerusalem 
and who, m obedience to His Word, pray for her peace shall “pros¬ 
per,” The word here translated fo prosper goes beyond material 
prosperity. It is alternatively translated to “be secure.” and it includes 
inner rest and well-being. 

Over many years now, [ have made a practice of praying regularly 
for the peace of Jerusalem. Out of personal experience. I can testify 
that God has heen faithful to grant me the full reward He promised. 

i i> Comfort 

Our fourth response to Israel s reuuihering is to comfort the Jewish 
people, especially at this most critical juncture in their history. This i.s 
unfolded in Isaiah 40:l-B, a passage that falls naturally into three 
successive sections, distinct but logically interconnected. 

The first section, consisting of verse* 1-2. opens with our key 
word, com for I: 

Comfort, comfort my people. 
says your God, 

Speak tenderly m Jerusalem, 
and proclaim in her 

that her hard service has been completed. 
th;il her sin hit*. been paid for r 
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ihaj she has received from the Lord's hand 
double for all her sins, 

The opening verbs of both verses —cermfort and speak— arc in the 
plural, addressed not loan individual, hut to a group of people. Thus, 
we have in these verses two distinct groups. Cod cults one group “My 
people”: and. as we have already seen. He is referring to the Jews. 
The other group consists of those w ho are charged to be the comfor¬ 
ters of “My people,” 

The message of comfort to ’My people" is also a message of 
comfort to Jerusalem, which is consistent with the historical altitude 
of rhe Jew ish people Throughout the nineteen centuries of their exile, 
they have never ceased to grieve over Jerusalem s desolation, or to 
pray tor her restoration 

The eternal. unchanging dedication of the Jewish people to Jerusa¬ 
lem \ welfare is summed up in the words of Psalm 137: 

II I forget you. O Jerusalem. 

May my right hand tin gel her skill. 

May my tnnguc cleave to the roof of my mouth. 

If I dn not remember you. 

If I do fim exalt Jerusalem 

Above my chief joy. 

iKsalm 137:54. NAS Vs 

Any message that promises comfort to She Jewish people must at 
the same time promise comfort to Jerusalem Otherwise, the comfort 
would be hollow and incomplete. 

There is no segment of humanity whose need of comfort can even 
he compared with that of the Jewish people. Through the Course of 
history, many other racial and religious groups have been the victims 
of prejudice and persecution But the sufferings of the Jew ish people 
Illf exceed all others, in their scope, intensity and duration In the 
wisdom and mercy of God. He promise* them not only re gathering 
hut also comfort. 

In another picture of Israel's restoration, the psalmist bongs to¬ 

gether both these aspects of God's mercy: 
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The Lord builds up Jerusalem; 

be j^alhc^ Ehe exiles- of hraei. 

He heals the brokenhearted 
and binds up (heir woundS 

(Psalm 147:2-31 

'Hie rebuilding of Jerusalem and the regalhering of Israel's rrtles 
will (bus he consummated hy tlte heal trig of the brokenhearted and ihe 
binding up of iheir wounds. 

Bunt My people" denote*. Israel, then who is the other group of 
people H those exhorted in Isaiah 40:3 to comfort Israel? Clearly they 
arc not Israel; yel they believe in (he God who speaks lo them through 
the prophets of Israel. and (hey accept His prophetic Word as authori- 
talive in (heir Jives. I know of only one group of people who answer lo 
this description. It is the whole bttdy of Christians worldw ide who 
accept the Bible as God's Word and are committed lo obeying it. It is 
to lb em that God now says: "Comfort my people , . Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem." 1 

By their faith in Scripture and by ihe revelation of the Itoly Spirit, 
Christians cun already affirm wtlh confidence that which is not yet 
fully manifested in (he events of history: (he sufferings of Israel and 
Ihe desolations of Jerusalem arc coming to an end. A new day of 
mercy is dawning. 

tn the second section of his prophecy — chapter 40:3-5— Isaiah 
issues a call lo prepare the way for the Lord- 

A voice of one calling: 

"’In the desen prepare 
the way for die Lord: 
make straight in (he wilderness 
a highway for our God 
bvery valley shall he raised up, 
every mountain find hill made low: 
the rough ground shall become level* 
the rugged places a plain. 

And (he glory of ihe Lord will he reused, 
amt all mankind together w ill see it. 
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Rw (he mouih of the Lord 
has spoken " 

Verst 3 tells us thai this message erf comfort to Israel senes to 
“prepare the way for (he Lord." Far each of ihe two comings of the 
Messiah, a special ministry is needed to prepare the hearts of His 
people so ihat they may he ready to receive Him, The New Tcsiamcrn 
reveals that il was ihe ministry of John the Baptist that prepared the 
way tor ihe first coming of Jesus (sec Mini 1:1-41, 

Before the second coming of Jesus, (here will once again he a 
special ministry needed (o prepare the hearts of Israel. This ministry, 
like that of John, will call for repentance, but it will also promise 
comfort 10 (hose who rcpenl. God is calling Bible-believing Chris¬ 
tians worldwide lo lake part m this end-lime ministry of preparing the 
hearts of Israel for iheir Messiah. 

Verse 4 warns of tremendous changes associated with (he return of 
Jesus. Valleys will he raised up; mountains will he brought down: 
rough, rugged ground will be leveled. These cataclysmic upheavals 
represent the climax of the "hirlh pains 11 that will usher m a new age. 

Similar topographical descriptions are found in related Scriptures 
sueh a* Isaiah 2.2 and Zechariah 14:4 and 10. Certainly these pa.v 
sages describe actual changes ebui will lake place lint (hey also cam 
a wider significance 

Much that arrogant and highly esteemed in olir contemporary 
culture w ill be cast down by God's judgments ott human pride Some 
nations that appear lo dominate today’s world will be hum dialed, and 
may even pass from the scene altogether Oiher nations ihat are 
considered weak or insignificant loday w ill be elevated lo positions of 
honor and prosperity This will fulfill Ihe statement of Jesus in 
Matthew 5:5: "Blessed arc the meek, for they w ill inherit ihe earth." 

Verse 5 of Isaiah 40 unfolds the con sum matron to which all Gt*d\ 
end-time purposes are directed the revelation of His glory to the 
entire human race. A similar picture is found later on in Isaiah: 

From the west, men will fear the name of the Lord, 
and from the rising of ihe sun. they will revere his 
glory * * * + 
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'The Redeemer will Lome to Zion, 
is? those in JfrCtib who jepeni of ibeir s-im.** 

declare^ [he Land. 

(Isaiah 59:19-20} 

Each of these two passages from Kaiah ends with an emphatic 
declare! tan that it is God Himself who promises lo reveal His glory lo 
the whole earth In Isaiah 40:5. [he closing phrase is. "For ihe mou(h 
of the Lord has spoken 1 ' In Isaiah 59:20, ihe dosing phrase is> 
"dee lanes the Lord." With this special form of emphasis. God Him¬ 
self accepts the responsibility far the fulfillment of what is predicted. 

Isaiah climaxes the third section of this prophetic passage—chap¬ 
ter 40:6* S—with the actual message of comfort that is to be delivered 
to Israel: 

A voice says. “Cry (ml/' 

And I said. ,+ whai shall I cry?” 

"All men arc like grass. 

and all their glory is like the (lowers of Ihe field. 

The grass withers and (he flowers fall. 

because die hrealh of ihe Lord blows on them. 

Surely (he people are grass 

The grass withers and the flowers (all. 
but [Iil‘ word of our Chid, siands forever. " 

The prophet inquires here what his message of comfort shat! be, 
and he is told: "All men are like grass. . 

At first we may wonder what kind of comfort this is. 11 speaks of the 
frailly and impermanence of all human strength and glory All is 
doomed to w ither and pass away, just take the grass and the flowers 

Furthermore. the grass and ihe flowers w ilher ‘ because the breach 
of the Lord blows on them." God Himself puts an end to their life. 
Likewise. Ik puis an end lo all human strength and glory. Alt our 
experience confirms thal lhis is (rtjc, although we are oflen reluctant 
lo thee up to it. 

But whai comfort is there in such a message? 
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The comfort is found in [he closing phrase: ,b . . bunhe word of 
our God stands forever/* First. God confronts us with ihe frailly and 
impermanence of all human existence Then He leads us on to the one 
element in human experience that is permanent and unchanging: His 
own Word, [he .Scriptures. Herein lies the only message of hope and 
comfort for The Jewish people. 

For more than two thousand years, they have seen a long procession 
of kingdoms and civilisations pass across the stage of human hisiory. 
Most have been, in some measure, unkind or hostile to lhe Jewish 
people. Some have actually sought their total destruction. But. just 
like ihe grass and the flowers, all iheir strength and glory have 
withered and fallen, leaving behind only the records and relics of 
history; When all these have passed, two things remain upon the stage 
of history: God's eternal, unchanging Word; and the Jew ish people, 
whose survival is guaranteed by (hat Word. 

I am reminded of a cartoon I saw in a newspaper shortly after World 
War II. The scene was a graveyard. A long line of tombstones 
stretched away toward the far end On the newest tombstone, nearest 
to (he from, was engraved a swastika and the name of Adolf Hiller In 
(he fore from was a freshly dug grave in which no one had yet been 
buried, and beside K skhhJ an elderly orthodox Jew In ihe caption 
underneath the cartoon were his words: "Who will be the next?" 

Here. then, is our message of comfort to Israel mi this lime of (heir 
ingathering and restoration. All the rulers and nations who have 
oppressed and persecuted them will come to naught. Their glory will 
wither, just like thal of the flowers and the grass. 

Bur the Word of Israels God, spoken to them through their own 
prophets, stands eternal and unchanging. This Word. that promises 
judgment to Israd’s oppressors, also promises mercy lo Israel. Just as 
the promises of judgment have been fullllkd. so surely will (he 
promises of mercy also he fullllkd 

To Christians ready to obey God and bring this message of comfort 
to Israel. Isaiah 4(1:9 offers strong encouragement: 

You who bring good tiding* [o Zion. 

go up on a high mountain. 




I2W 


THK I.VST VKIRJ) ON Till-. MI EDI >11- BAST 

You wki bring good iiJirp to Jcru^km. 

lift up your voice with a shoui t 
lire 11 up. du nm be afraid, 
say lu the low nn uf Judah, 

"Here is your God? h ‘ 9 


THE JUDGMENT OF NATIONS 


From l he many passages of Seri pi tire we have examined in Chapters 
4 through H, Gods plan for the dose of this age has emerged wtih 
great clarity. Through His prophetic Word, God has declared to all 
rations dial He intends to regather Israel in thdrown hind „ and restore 
them to His favor. He has also made il clear that He will intervene in 
judgment against those nations who oppress Israel or resist God's 
purposes for I hem. 

The issues that thus confront all nations arc set forth clearly in Joel: 

In ihme days and ji That lime. 

when I rescue the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem. 

3 will gather nil nations 

and hripg [hem down Cu the VftJley of Jehtish^phiH. 

(Joel 3 :l- 2 > 

Here, like two sides of a coin, the prophet sets forth the two 
opposite aspects of God’s dealings with the nations at the close of (his 
age: mercy and restoration for Israel; hut judgment for ail those 
nations who oppose and oppress Israel and claim jurisdiction over 
Israels land, 

The place ordained for judgment is called JJ thc Valley of 
Jdioshaphat." This is an actual location. tun the name also carries 
symbolic meaning, dn« Jeh&shapkt# means ‘the Lord judges.” 

In this i’.ame chapter of Joel. God makes two further references to 

this valley of judgment: 
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Lei the naiwns be roused. 

lei them advance into the Valley of JchoshaphaL 
for there I will sit 

En judge all the nations nn every side 

(vase t2l 


Multitudes, itiultiltides 
in the valley nf decision! 

For Ihc day of the Lord is near 
in the valley of decision 

(veise 14} 


Foreigners will rebuild your walls, 
and their kings will serve you. 

(verve 10) 

For the nalion or kingdom dial will nol serve you will perish: 
h will be utterly mined 

i verse E 2 j 


The sons of your oppressors will come bowing before you; 

all who despise you will bow down je your feet 
and will call you The City of ihc Lord, 

Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 


The Valley of Decision 

We see, Ehen, lhal "the valley of the Lords judgment 1 ' is also "the 
valley of decision.” What arc we io understand by this latter phrase? 
For me, il depicts a valley that God. through the pressure of world 
ewnti, will compel all nations to truer Once they have entered it. 
they will not he able to leave until they have made a decision. A 
decision will be the only way out. 

The decision required of all nations will be simple They must 
either submit to God’s Word or reject it. Submission will entail 
aligning themselves w ith God's revealed purposes tor Israel. Oppos¬ 
ing Cod's purposes for Israel will constitute rejection of His Word, 
and will inevilably bring the judgment He forewarns - 

Many other prophetic passages of Scripture likewise indicate that, 
at the close of this age. God wilt judge l he nations on the basis of their 
altitude toward the regathering of Israel and the accompanying resto¬ 
ration of their Land, and of the city of Jerusalem. 

There is a whole series of related verses in Isaiah 60: 

Lifi up your eyes and look about you: 

All assemble and come Co you; 
your sons come from afar, 

and your daughter* arc earned m ihc arm. 

f verse 4) 


Although you have been forsaken and baled. 

with no one traveling through, 

1 will make you the everlasting pride 
and the joy of all generations, 

(verses 14-15) 

Firsi we need to establish (he historical context of thin prophecy, 
Verse 4 uses language similar lo many other pictures of the regalher 
ing of scattered Israel in their ow n land Then, in verse 14. (he prophet 
uses the specific title Zion. In the same verse* (he phrase flu* urns vf 
your oppressors describes ihc descendants of those nation* that have 
persecuted Israel 

Again in verse 15, the statement vo« /roue been forsaken and hated, 
wtifl* noont trailing through clearly describes Israel and ihe diy of 
Jerusalem during the period of their desolation. 

All the above verses leave no doubt lhal (his prophetic passage is 
addressed to Zion—a tide referring primarily to the city of Jerusalem 
and, by extension, to the land and people of Israel. 

With this in mind, we can now conn me the verses at (he heart of the 
passage quoted above- verses 111 and 1 2 . Eac h s how s the alt itudc a nd 
response that God requires from all rulers and nations to Ihe restora¬ 
tion of Israel and of Jerusalem Verse 10 presents this Irom a positive 
aspect: “Foreigners will rebuild your walls, and (heirkings will serve 
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you.'* Verse 12 present [his same lruth from a negative aspect' "For 
the nation or kingdom that will not serve you will perish: it wilt he 
utterly mined,” 

Thus Israel is [hi: "watershed/' the line of separation between 
nations. Rulers and nations will determine their own destiny by how 
they respond to what God does for Israel 

In a measure, this has already proven true many limes in history. In 
the fifteenlh and sixteenth centuries, for example, Spain was the 
dominant nation of Rurope. with a high level of culture, a powerful 
army and navy, and an empire that spanned both hemispheres Within 
a century of cupelling all Jews from her territories. Spain declined to a 
struggling, second-rate power 

In my personal memory ami experience, much the same happened 
to my own motherland. Britain Britain emerged victorious from two 
world wars, retaining ini Ltd an empire that was perhaps she most 
extensive in human history. Bui in 1947-48, as the mandatory power 
over Palestine. Britain opposed and attempted to ihwuri the rebirth of 
Israel as a sovereign nation. 

From lhat very moment in history, Britain's empire underwent a 
process of decline and disintegration so rapid and total lhat it cannot 
be accounted for by merely the relevant political, mil liars or eco¬ 
nomic factors. Today, less than a generation later Britain—tike 
Spain—has lost her world supremacy 

God s dealings with ihe nations over the issue of Krae! illustrate a 
basic principle lhat underlies His dealings with mankind as a whole, 
W r hen God deals with man. Ik does not step down from Ehs throne 
and confront each individual in His own Person. Rather. He confronts 
man indirectly through His Word In [his w-ay. our response to God’s 
Word becomes our response to God Himself—even though we our¬ 
selves may not recognize it, 

This has been true from the very outseE of human hislory. When 
God placed Adam in ihe garden. He did not remain [here continuously 
ptescnE in person, supervising his conduct. Rather, from lhat poml 
onward, God was represented by the word that He left with Adam; 
"’You arc free lo cat from any free in I he garden: hui you must not eal 
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from i he lice of ihc know ledge of good and evil r for when you eat of it 
you will surely die" (Genesis 2; 16-17). 

When Adam disobeyed this word from God, the consequences 
were just the same as if He had disobeyed God lo His face. Rejecting 
God's word was equivalent to rejecting God in person. 

Hie same principle recurs many limes in God's dealings with 
Israel. At one point, for example. God spoke to King Saul through the 
prophet Samuel, charging him [o execute His judgment on the 
A male kites When Saul failed to carry out the whole charge, Samuel 
told him; "Because you have rejected lhe word of the Lord, he has 
rejected you as king" 11 Samuel 15:23). 

For Saul to reject God’s word through His prophet Samuel was 
precisely Ihe same us if he had rejected God Himself, It cost him his 
throne and, ultimately, his life 

When God thus confronts a man or nation through His Word. He 
Himself chooses the issue on which He focuses. With Adam, it was 
the Ire it of a tree. With Saul, it was executing judgment on the 
A male k i tes Whate ve r the i ^ue. bebi nd 1 11 ies God s ulti mute requ (fe¬ 
me nl of submission and obedience to His Word. 

So it is with the judgment of ihe nations, God Himsdf has chosen 
the issue: Ihe restoration of Israel li would seem that, jn focusing on 
Israel. God has deliberately chosen a people who are apparently 
weak, and who have been persistently rejeckd by other nations. In 
this way, the decision each nation makes concerning Israel is not 
likely to he clouded by possible considerations of expedience or 
material self-interest 

Thus there remains only one urn:hanging and sufficient reason for 
nations to align themselves with Israel: God has revealed clearly in 
His Word that He intends to restore Israel, and thal He requires all 
other nations to cooperate with His purpose. Any nation that rejects 
this revelation of God's Word has, in effect, rejected God Himself, 
and must sutler the consequences. 

The Sheep and the Gnats 

The principle of judging ihe nations that is unfolded here is not 
confined lo the Old Testament In Ihe New Testament, Jesus Himself 
reveals that w hen He returns in glory as King to set up His Kingdom. 
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He will judge line- nations by the same principle. 

lei Matthew 25, He depicts vividly the judgment that will lake place 
at that time. In this parable which is. more accurately. a prophecy— 
Jesus employs the simile of a shepherd separating his sheep from his 
goals. The question to be settled at this judgment is; Which nations 
will be counted worthy lotake their place in the Kingdom that Jesus is 
selling up, and which nations will be excluded from it? 

Jesus sets the “sheep" nations on His right hand, and welcomes 
Them into His Kingdom with ihe words, “Come, you who ait blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you . . ." <1 verse 34, 
KiV). On His left He sets the "goal" nations, excluding them from 
the Kingdom wilh the words, "Depart from Me. accursed ones, into 
the eternal fin.-. , " (verse 411 The principle by which the 'sheep' 1 

are separated from the “goats" is simple; it is the mry thay hme 
treated the brothers of Jesus , The “sheep" nations have shown Ehem 
mercy wherever they have encountered them in situations of need— 
whether hungry, thirsty, stranger*, naked, sick or imprisoned In 
similar situations, conversely, the “goal" nations have faded Eo show 
them mercy, 

in each case, Jesus declares that the way these nations have treated 
His brothers is reckoned as the way they have treated Jesus Himself. 
Mercy shown to them is mercy shown to Him: and mercy withheld 
from them is mercy withheld from Him. It follows, therefore, that 
nations determine their own destiny by the way they (real the brother; 
of Jesus - 

The IVcw Testament reveals that the br<Hhcrs of Jesus fall into two 
categories: those related to Him through flesh and blood; and those 
related to Him as committed disciples. At a certain point in His 
ministry. He looked at the disciples seated around Him and said. 
“Here are my mother and my brother^! Whoever discs GcmI's will is 
my brother and sister and mother' 1 (Mark 3:31-35)- Thus, Jesus 
includes all true disciples as members of His family 

He was nt* excluding, however, those related to Him by flesh and 
blood. As I pointed out in chapter I + Jesus continues throughout 
eternity to he ’the lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David" 
(Revelation 5:5k He is forever identified with the family of David and 
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the tribe of Judah, and still retains the special identification this gives 
Him with the Jewish people. 

Thus, the brothers of Jesus referred lo in the picture of the sheep 
and goats may be taken Eo include both Christians and Jews. Under¬ 
stood in this way, the principle of separation between sheep and goats 
applies directly to the period in which we now live. All the dements 
of the si [nation Jesus depicted are already present m contemporary 
world politics. 

Two aspects of that situation are particularly significant. First, the 
single mnsi controversial and divisive issue in world politics today is 
the state of Israel - Opposition lo Israel is headed by a bloc of Moslem 
nations that have not only refused to recognise Israel's existence, hut 
are actually committed lo its destruction. 

These nations carry more influence than they normally would 
because they control a major share of the world’s supply of nil, upon 
which all modern nations are dependent 

Almost equal to the opposition of these Moslem nations is that of 
the world Communist bloc, headed by Soviet Russia. These enemies 
of Israel are so aggressive in the pressures they exert that it is 
increasingly difficult for other nations to follow policies favorable to 
Israel, or even maintain an altitude of neutrality. 

More and more, those nations thut continue to support Israel will do 
so not on the basm of material self-interest, hut on that of moral and 
religious conviction This will be one important aspect of conduct 
required to qualify them, as nations. Idr a place in Christ’s Kingdom 
on earth. 

A second critical element in contemporary world politics is that 
Islam and Communism, which head the opposition to Israel. are also 
the two most powerful spiritual forces that oppose Christianity in 
todays world As an ideology, each is committed by its basic doctrine 
to achieve ultimate world domination. If either were to succeed in 
this- -and it would not matter which group it was—it w-ould spell the 
end of Christianity, 

Most Christians are aware, to some degree, of the anti Christian 
nature of aihciMic Communism. Many have little or no idea. however* 
of the true altitude of Islam toward Christianity. In the Iasi resort, the 
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spirit arid goals of Mam are njtposcd more intractably to Chrisliartfty 
than even Those of atheistic Communism 

Jn nations controlled by Communism, u is still possible today to 
11 nil some Christian churches that are actually flourishing But in 
naiinns dominated by Islam, a flourishing Chrislian church can 
scarcely be found. 

In the midst of these anti-Christian pressures, however, the pro¬ 
phetic Word of God continues to shape (he course of history. Even as 
Islam and Communism si rive agamsi God's Word, they are. without 
knowing it. instruments To bring it to I fulfillment Like a vast pair of 
pincers, they ate at work throughout the world, forcing Christians and 
lews together, [n this way they are helping to put an end to the 
eenlwie^old separation between 11 the brothers of Jesus" 1 —those bom 
according to the Spirit, and those bom according to ihe flesh. 

Confronted by these powerful common enemies, Christians and 
Jews arc being compelled to rctvaEuaic their attitudes toward one 
another. Rather than focusing on the points lhal have kept lhem apail 
for so long, they ate beginning to emphasize ihe many elements of 
their common spiritual heritage. 

The powerful spiritual renewal affecting the Christian Church 
worldwide has caused Christians front ad backgrounds to relum to 
iheir bask biblical origins They have thus discovered, often io their 
surprise, thal in Old and New Testament alike, these origins are 
Jewish, 

The stale of Israel, on the other hand, eon fronted with the defection 
of many of its former political allies, is beginning to realize—w ith at 
least equal surprise -that its firmest and most influential friends 
today are found among Bible-believing Christians worldwide 

In this way, the lines are being draw n for the final conflict destined 
to usher in God* Kingdom on earth. The divinely appointed repre¬ 
sentatives of that Kingdom, both Christian and Jewish, find them¬ 
selves standing side-by-side. All the forces that oppose God's King¬ 
dom are lining up against them. 

The conflict spans two realms—the natural and the spiritual Chris- 
lians are called to play their part primarily in the spiritual realm 
(Recall, in chapter tC Ihe four spiritual responsibilities of Christians: 
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praise. proclamation. prayer and comfort > In ihe natural realm. The 
conflict focuses mainly on the kind and the people of Israel. 

I he Stage Is Set 

On the slage of human history, the (Inal phases of the conflict are 
described in Ihe three closing chapter* of Zcchariah. In the first of 
these three chapters. Zechari&h 12, the Lord introduces Himself in all 
His omnipotence and omniscience 

This is illt word of the Lord mwiLieming Innd. The Ltrrd, whn 
stretches out the heavens, who lays ihe foundation of the earth, and 
who tonus Ihe spin! of man within him, declares ... 

I verse II 

Here the Lord gives two reasons why He can both control and 
predict the course of history FirM. He is the Creator of heaven and 
earth, who continues to control all He has created. Second, He forms 
the spirit of man w ilhin him: He know s the thoughts and intentions of 
all men No individual or nation can form any plan thal is hidden from 
the Lord. 

The New Testament likewise declares God's omn iscience, present¬ 
ing it as a function of His Word: 

The word of God is living and relive Sharper than any double- 
edged hwonl, n penetrates even to dividing soul and >pmL joints and 
marrow: if judges the chtnighcsand attitudes of ihe heart, Nothing mall 
creation is hidden from God's sight Everything is uncovered and laid 
hare he Ion; the eyes of hum to whom wc must give account. 

(Hebrews 4:12-11) 

The writer pictures God's Word as a kind of spiritual X-ray, 
discerning all lhal is inside man El is reasonable, then, that the same 
Word of God that uncovers man's innermost thoughts can also predict 
how he will behave in any given situation, 

Returning now to Zechariah 12, we see God selling the stage for the 
final conflict: 
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I sini going lo make Jerusalem a cup that hcikLh :ill the surrounding 

peoples reeling Judah wiJI be besieged as weJI as Jerusalem. 

(verse 2) 

The central issue around which the conflict ultimately revolves, 
according to (he prophet, is the city of Jerusalem—which corre¬ 
sponds with the present situation m world politics. In 1947, w hen the 
United Nations voted lo partition Palestine, they proposed that Jerusa¬ 
lem be declared an international city. In I be ensuing fighting, how¬ 
ever, Ihe Jews retained control over the western section of the city, 
w hile Jordan annexed [he eastern section , including [he Old City and 
the Temple area. 

Then, in the Sis-Day War in l%7, Israel gained control of [he 
entire city, and subsequently declared Jerusalem to be “the eternal 
capital" of the state of Israel Anyone familiar with the innermost 
convictions of the Jewish people can vouch for one certainty: is met 
mil never voluntarily yield up rotund of Jerusalem. 

Zechariah goes on to describe the reaction of “all the surrounding 
peoples. ” These are. of course, all the Moslem nations of the Middle 
East. For them, Jerusalem under Jew ish control has become “a cup 
that .send* them reeling." 

The JcrusuEcm Bible rentkrs !his phrase '‘an inloXicaling cup " a 
drink that is so intoxicating that the nations who taste is no longer 
retain lull control of their actions. They can no longer act rationally, 
like people who are either drunk or drugged 

This intoxicating ingredient is already at work among the Moslem 
peoples. It could perhaps be defined as "demonic fanaticism," It lias 
Called forth attitudes and utterances so extreme and hateful that they 
cannot be considered fully rational. 

The ingredient has provoked a call by various Moslem leaders and 
nations for a united jihad —or holy war—to recover Jerusalem from 
the Jewish people. So far however, the endless rivalries of ihe 
Moslem peoples have kept them from uniting effectively to carry out 
their purpose, 

In Zechariah \ picture, the conflict concerning Jerusalem is set in 
the context of a siege: "Judah will be besieged as well as Jerusalem.” 
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When I was in Jerusalem in 194748, I witnessed what I left to he 
an initial fulfillment of this prediction Both the Jewish section of 
Jerusalem and the Jew ish community t that is to say. Judah) were, for a 
time. besieged by Ihe surrounding Arabs Although I was left with the 
impression that this was not the final fulfil3menl of Zechariah s 
prediction, God used it to make me realize just how close that 
fulfillineni could be 

The Conflict Extended 

In Zechariah 12:3, the prophet goes on lo describe an extension of 
the conflict: 

On that day, when all the nudum of [he earth are gathered against 
her. I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock tor all the nations. All 
who try to move it will injure themselves. 

In verse 2 the prophet spoke only of "all the surrounding peo¬ 
ples"—that js r the Arab states of the Middle East, To them, Jerusalem 
is "an intoxicating cup." Here in verse 3, Zechariah goes further by 
including “all the nations of the earth/ To them, Jerusalem will be 
"an immovable ruck/' and any who attempt to move it will injure 
themselves. 

In 1947-48 [ watched the Brilidi mandatory government cry lo 
move this rack, but—just as Zechariah predicted—they injured them¬ 
selves. Eventually they laid this '"immovable rock" ai the feel of the 
United Nations Any other Gentile power that seeks Co move this rock 
will suffer the same late Jerusalem is the city of the Groat King" 
l Matthew 5:35K. The King alone can resolve ihe problems ul His city 
and grant it true and lading peace 

In light of the current world situation, it is not difficult to write a 
scenario climaxing with “all the nations of the earth gathered against 
Jerusalem.' 1 In fact, it takes no more than three scenes. 

Scene 1; The Moslem blot in the United Nations, w ith their allies, 
revive (he proposal to make Jerusalem an international city. It is quite 
probable that the hierarchies of the Roman Catholic and the Eastern 
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Orthodox Churches—perhaps also [he Anglican Church—would 
support this proposal. 

Scene 2; The United Nations Assembly endorses [he proposal and 
agre es to use military force, if necessary, to hr mg it about Israel 
rejects the proposal. 

Scene 3: The United Nat bus raise a representative military force, 
advance against Israel from one of the neighboring Arab territories, 
and lay siege to Jerusalem In this way. "all the nations of the earth" 
would* representatively, be “gathered against Jerusalem ” 

In the present stale of world politics, the first "scene" outlined 
above could be enacted within a few days Thereafter it would lake 
only a lew weeks foe the two subsequent "scenes 1 to become an 
accomplished historical fact J am nol nccessarils Mjgge sling that 
history will follow exactly the course 1 have outlined. My intention is 
merely Co point out that we may already be at or near the threshold of 
the events predicted here by Zeehanah 
The Bible’s total picture of the dose of [he present age may be 
compared to a vast jigsaw pu?.?Je. To make the complete picture, 
many pieces have to be assembled from u multitude of different 
prophetic passages. Many of the pieces from [his passage in 
Zeehanah art already on hand There yn; probably pieces fmm other 
prophetic passages, however required to complete the pic Eure that 
have yet to be assembled 

I question whether any human mind is capable P in advance r of 
putting together all the piece* in their correct places In many case*, 
we car understand the full outworking of Bible prophecy only after it 
has actually taken place Then, like fitter on the Day of Pentecost, we 
can say* "This is what was spoken by the prophet ..." (Ac is 2:16k 
At present, these prophecies of Zechariah—and many similar 
prophecies from various part-, of the Bible- fulfill Ehrec important 
functions. Rust, they show us very clearly (he general direction in 
which world events are moving Second* they enable us to align 
ourselves with the outworking of God s predetermined purposes. 
Third* they warn us that the climax of the age could well he close at 
hand- 
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The C limax 

For the final, dramatic climax of Zcchariah s predictions concern¬ 
ing Israel and Jerusalem, we must turn to chapter 14: 

I will gjther ill I [hi millions 10 Jerusalem Iit fight against il; l he city 
will he captured, (he lnnasc 1 * ransacked, and the women raped Hall of 
the city will go into exile, but (he rest of ihe people will mu be uken 
from the cily. 

Then the Lord will go out arid fight against those nations, as be fights 
in the day of hurtle On chui day his fcei will stand on the Mount of 
Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two 
from cast to w«l. running a great valley, with half of the mountain 
moving north and half moving south .... Then ihe Lord my God will 
enme. and #11 ihe hnly nncs with him. 

(verses 2-5) 

In all probability, this passage depicts the final outcome of the 
gathering of ail nations against Jerusalem, which was referred to first 
in Zechiiriah 12:3. It also seems reasonable to set these events in the 
period described by Jeremiah 

How aw fid ihai day will be! 

None will he like it 

tl will be a lime of trouble lor Jacob, 
bur he will be saved out of it. 

(Jeremiah JO: 7) 

Il is not my purpose to examine all the details chill are depicted iso 
vividly here. Suffice i) to say that the climax comes with the direct, 
personal intervention of the Lord Himself. 

Anticipation of this glorious climax continues among Gods people 
in the New Testament. In 11 Thessalonians, for example, Raul looks 
forward to this same event: 

This will happen when the Laid Jesus is revealed fmm heaven in 
blazing fire with lm powerful angeb . on the day he comes to be 
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glorified in his holy pcuple Lind iu marveled ji amonji all those wlw 

have be] levied , . . , 

41 Thessalonians 1:7, IQ) 

In Revelation 22:13. Jesus declares Himself to be ’ the Alpha and 
[he Omega" of all history As the Alpha. He set history in motion. 
Thereafter, other persons and agents have placed their various pans. 
Bui when the end comes, il will again be Jesus who reappears as the 
Omega, and brings history to its divinely ordained consummation. 

In this consummation, [he severed strands of history are reunited. 
The invisible becomes visible; ihe spiritual blends with (he natural. 
Prophecy becomes history The written word of Scripture merges into 
the personal Word—the Lord made manifest. Their merging accom¬ 
plishes ihe full and final outworking of the tost word on the Middle 
East. 

En this closing scene, alt the actors in the drama of establishing 
God’s Kingdom on earth are brought together on stage It is the same 
Mage on which every previous crisis of the same drama has been 
enacted; Jerusalem and the mountains that surround it. Angelic hosts, 
glorified saints and the preserved remnant of Israel take their respco 
live places. 

Bui the central figure, outshining all the rest and drawing them 
together around Himself, is that of Messiah, the King. 

Thus heaven will vindicate the confession that every orthodox Jew 
has maintained through the Jong centuries—even on his way to the 
stake or to the gas chamber; 

1 believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah; and even if 

he lames, slid I will wan every day for him to come. 

Thus, too. will heaven answer the prayer of Ihe aged apostle John 
on the isle of Patinos—ihc prayer echoed by every iruc Christian as he 
doses his New Testament: 

Amen. Came. Lord Jesus. 
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Chronological Survey of Events 
State of Israel 

iw-inz 


Nov, 2U, 1M47 British mandate ends by vole of United Nations, 
partitioning Palestine into two independent stales, Jewish and 
Arab Arabs anounce they will not accept a Jewish stale, bin will 
lake all of Palestine by force. 

May 14, I'MW Declaration of Independence signed, state of Israel 
proclaimed. Provisional government established. 

May 15. l*#4K Surrounding Arab naflions—Hgypt. Transjordan. 
Syria. Lebanon, Iraq—attack the new slate. 

Ian. 7, HJ49 Ceasefire end', War of Independence. I Armistice 
agreement signed July l‘>49: Arab League, however, doses ils 
frontiers to Israel and declares itself “"in a permanent stale of 
war" with Israel.) 

Jun. 25, MW Israel bolds first regular elections. 

freh, )7, MW9 First Knesset (Parliament) meets in Jerusalem, 
elects Chaim Weizmoim first President. He calls upon David 


143 




144 th»: Last word o\ the Miimtt: hast 

Ben-Gurion. first Prime Minister, to form first government 
huviskxud government resigns, 

May 1), 11149 Israel admitted to United Nations 

1948-1951 Period of "Mass Immigration. 8 Main aspects: 

1. Knesset enacts Law of Return: "Every Jew has the right to 
come to this country as an immigrant." 

2. Population more than doubles with 684,000 new arrivals: 
Holocaust survivors from Europe: refugees from Moslem 
countries of north Africa and the Middle East; airlift of entire 
Jewish communities from Yemen 143,000) and Iraq 
(111,000), 

3 He (erogenous people: Hu nopean Ashkenazi, Orient a I Sephar 
di : diverse cultures, habits, traditions. 

4 I mined i ate proh le ms for new nation: hous ing. food. employ 
merit, 

5 Israel completes 78, OCX) dwellings; establishes 345 new vil¬ 
lages in these 3 years (compared lo 293 in previous 70 years i 

6. Western Jews contribute, and loan, targe amounts of capital, 
but few immigrate during this period 

1951 World Zionist Congress meets for the first time in 
Jerusalem 

1952 West Ge many si gns Reparation s Agree me nl to pay 
state of Israel $715 million for material tosses to lews under 
Nudism, and $100 million to individuals 

1952-L95(i Continuing active hostility by Arabs: 

! Persistent attacks by Arab infiltrators: more chan 400 Israelis 
killed, 900 wounded. 

2- 3,000 armed clashes between Arab forces and Isacli soldiers 
3 Egyptian fedayttn (suicide tightens) penetrate repeatedly, 
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deep into Israeli territory. 

4 Israeli retaliations bring censures from U N. 

5 Egypt had closed Sue? Canal to Israeli shipping in \ 949; later 
bans passage of all goods for Israel on the ships of any nation: 
ignores U.N. rulings regarding Suez. 

6 In 1951 Egypt begins to interfere with braeli shipping to Port 
of Eilat in the south, especially vessels bearing oil 

7 In 1955 Egypt and Syria sign military pact, joined by Jordan 
[Transjordan had changed its name to Jordan in 1950 when it 
annexed the “West Bank ") 

Ocf + 1956 With support from Britain and France ( fearing dan¬ 
ger to their shipping), and in the face of Arab threats of war, 
Israel launches preemptive attack: “Sinai Campaign. "Ceasefire 
Nov, 5- 

Mar 1957 Israel withdraws from Sinai U N. prevents further 
Egyptian in nitration until 1967. 

L 958 End of first dec ade of new stale. Major progress has 

been achieved in following areas: 

I. Many new immigrants assimilated—have mastered the 
Hebrew language, found employment. 

2 Standard of living rising for Oriental (Sephardi} Jews; many 
becoming self sufficient. 

3. Agricultural self-sufficiency: 400% increase in irrigated 
areas; major reforestation. 

4 Je w i sh ptspul aiion reaches 1.8 mil I ion; u^employment 14% 

5. 150*000 new dwellings completed. 

6. Nearly 100% of second generation attending school; school 
population has risen from 130.000 to 550,000; 10,000 en¬ 
rolled in the nation's four universities, compared with 1.500 
in 194>L 

7. Increasing emphasis on Jewish cultural and spiritual heri¬ 
tage; e.g. World Bible Conference in Jerusalem sponsored 
by government. 
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S, Arab md Druse communities share in progress: tiOOft in¬ 
crease in their agricultural productivity; free universal primu 
ry education; national insurance: social welfare and health 
services: mads; water; electricity; sanitary facilities; irriga¬ 
tion. Participation in free elections; representation in 
Knesset. 

1958-1059 Relations with emerging nations: 

I Israel begins to give technical ami scientific assistance to 
emerging nations of Africa and l.jlin America, especially in 
the fields of agriculture and of upgrading living standards for 
undereducated and underprivileged people. 

2. In response, many African and Latin American nations Jo- 
uule their embassies in Jerusalem and support Israel in (he 
UN. 

L965-1966 Further progress in the following areas: 

3. Exports of agricultural products total SH6 million, chiefly 
citrus crops. 

2. National Water Carrier completed, bringing water from up¬ 
per Iordan River to the Negev Desert in the south. 

3. Burgeoning industry begins manufacturing hard gLwdMradi¬ 
os, refrigerators* for consumers. On the other hand, decreas¬ 
ing immigration—30,000 in 1%?: 16,000 in 1966—brings 
slump in construction and related industries 

1967 Prelude to Six-Day War: 

1. At Fatah, Palestinian terrorist organization, sending trained 
terrorises into Israel for sabotage. 

2. Syrians bombarding kibbutz settlements in Galilee 

3. M ay 14: N asscr moves large n umbers of Egy pti an troops i n to 
Sinai. 

4. M ay 16: Nasser expels UN. peace-keeping force from Sinai. 

5. May 24: Nasser blocks Strait of Tiran at entrance to Gulf of 
Aqaba land Port of Eilat). 

6. May 26; Nasser announces that Egypt ls “prepared to wage 
war on Israel.'* 
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7 May 30: King Hussein places Jordan s military forces under 
Nasser's control. 

8. June 4: Iraq follows suit. 

1967 Six* Day War: 

June 4 Israel mobilizes for defense. Older men, women 

and children keep services going, bring in the harvest, pack 
export orders. 

June 5 

1. Israel bombs airfields of Egypt. Syria, Jordan and Iraq, 
destroying 452 planes in 3 hours. 

2. Israeli ground forces move against Egyptian forces in the 
Sinai at four points. 

3. Israe I not ifies K i ng Hussein t hat it w il I not alt&c k ,1< m ten if his 
troops keep the peace. Jordanian troops, however open fire 
along entire armistice line, and occupy U N headquarters in 
Jerusalem. 

June 6 Israel counterattacks and takes all of Jerusalem 

except Old City. 

J uric 7 Israe t gai ns possession of Old City of J emblem for 

the first time since 70 A D. 

.June 9 Israel drives Syrians from the heavily fortified 

Golan Heights. Israel penetrates Sinai to Suez C anal; takes Gaza 
Strip: naval forces capture Shurm re I -Sheikh on Red Sea 

June Hi Alt parties agree to ceasefire. 

In various ways, ihe Six-Day War was marked by 
the am kind of miraculous elements as the War of Indepen¬ 
dence, 

June 1967 Israel establishes following policy for occupied 
Arab territories: 
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(. Guarantees free access to holy places of all three failhs 
2 Takes down barriers between Easi and West Jerusalem. 

3. Institutes “Open Bridges" policy, which is accepted by Jor 
dan’s King Hussein Arabs living in Judea. Samaria I the 
“West Bank ") and Gaza Si rip are thus able to Iravd freely to 
Arab countries. sell (heir produce in Jordan, and receive 
visits of relatives and friends. Tourists also are free to enter 
Israel through Jordan 

4. Announces it wit] accept applications lu return from ihe 
200,000 Arabs who fled during the lighting. 144.INK I have 
relumed.) 

1967-1%K Unprecedented awakening of Jew s abroad lo Isra¬ 
el's impair Lance for world Jewry. Large influx of immigrants 
from (he W«i, especially young people - Financialcontiibulkms 
from the Diaspora total S4O0 million in these two years 

L9*&-]973 “War of Aitniion' : 

1 Continual harassment by Egypt on Sinai borders 
2. Increasing Soviet involvement in Egypi: Soviet pilots in 
Soviet planer anti-aircraft missile bases manned by Soviet 
crews. 

3- Syrians also receive Soviet assistance; regularly shell Israel's 
northern border with Soviet “Kciyusha" rockets. 

4. Palestinian terrorist activity increasing from north through 
Lebanon border. I King Hussain had bombed Palestinian ler 
rorisi camps and driven terrorists out of Jordan in l 970: they 
resettled in southern Lebanon, which became known as 
"Fatah land") 

5 Increasing Arab terrorism outside Israel: airplane hijackings; 
murder of Israeli athlete* at Munich Olympics in 1971 

1973 Prelude to Yam Kippur War: 

OcL 5 

1. Egyptian and Syrian troops massing on ceasefire lines. 
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2. Israel begins mobilization of reserves on eve of Yom Kippur 
(Day of Alone me mi. 

3 Prime Minisier Golda Meier. notilied of ’y nmisiakablesigns 
of imminent attack." ru3e> against preemptive air strike "lo 
make the responsibility for aggression unmistakably clear." 

Fain Kippur War; 

Oct, 6 

1 Israeli cabinet meet* on the holy day itself, confirms Go Ida 

Meter's decision 

2 Arabs attack on two fronts at 2 p m- as Israeli cabinet 
meeting, 

a. In the souih: Egyptian aircrafl Lind artillery bombard 
installations in Sinai: 70.00fS troops and 1.000 tanks cross 
Suez Canal 

b. In the north; 40,000 Syrian troops with 800 lanks 
attack on Golan Heights 

Oct. 7-25 

3- Israel slops advance on both fronts w ithin two days, hut ai 
heavy cost; Soviet ami-aircraft and antitank weapons bLiner 
Israeli planes and tanks, 

4. Irai| join* Syria in lhe war 

5- After Soviei.s began airlifi of the equipment lo Eg) pi and 
Syria on Oct 10, U.S. begins airlift of ammunilion und 
spare parts to Israel on Out. 14 

6. Israel penetrates 12-15 miles beyond ceasefire line?, on 
Syrian front (within 25 mile* of Damascus). 

7. I sracl 1 army trusses into Egy pt on Oct, 16 and raids inissi le 
bases and military installations behind Egyptian army 
lines: advances w ithin 62 miles of Cairo 

K. As Arab rial tons face defeat. Soviets join US. in call for 
ceasefire; accepted on Ocl. 23. 

9. Egyptians and Syrians continue firing; Israelis wail 12 
hours, then counterattack. 

10. Ocl. 25; Soviet military on alert, ready to intervene in 
Egypt; U,S. armed forces placed on worldwide alcrl 
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II. Del 25- ceasefire holds. Fur first time in Arab-Israeli 
history, a ceasefire agreement contains provision for threei 
peace negotiations. 

Get.-Nov. 1973 After [he ceasefire—Beginning of the “Oil War": 

1. OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries!, 
which had announced reduction of oil production by 5^ until 
Israel withdrew from all territories„ now cuts off oil supplies 
to [he U.S. and Holland. 

2. A Her OPEC reduced oil supplies by 25*k to Common Market 
stales and Japan, these countries issue statements favoring 
Arab cause. 

3 Most black African stales break diplomatic relations with 
Israel because of dependence on Arab oil and in interests of 
African solidarity. 

4, Nov. 28: Arab summit conference calls for intensifying oil 
pressure against Israel 

5. OPEC raises oil prices from £2,59 per barrel in Jan 1973 to 
511.65 per barrel in December. [Oil costs for Third World 
nations increased from Sl2 billion in 1973 to 130 billion in 
1974 to 542 billion in !975.| 

Jam, IS, 1974 Egypt and Israel sign disengagement agreement: 
bailed by U S, as ftrsi step toward permanent Mid-East peace. 

May 1974 Syria and Israel sign disengagement agreement. 
Israel withdraws slightly west of 1967 ceasefire lines on Golan 
Heights, 

Sept, 1975 Israel withdraws from portions of Sinai; Eg; pi re¬ 
opens Sue? Canal to Israeli shipping for first lime since 1951. 

1975-present Arab terrorist* infiltrate Israel, plant explosives, 
k i 31 c i V 1 1 ian s. Led by Yasser Arafat s A t Fatah . I hey are joined by 
other grou ps. K now n col lee! t vely as the P. I.. 0. i Palesti ne Libe r- 
fltkm Organization), they are financed by Arab oil-producing 
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nations, Between 1973*79 there were 1,575 terrorist attacks 
within Israel: e g,: 

1974: Ma'alnt. 16 schoolchildren o-n outing slaughtered by 
terrorists, 

1975: Zion Square, Jerusalem. Bomb kills 15 passe rsby. 
wounds 62. 

1978: Tel Aviv highway. Busload of hikers exploded with 
incendiary bomb: 34 killed* including women and chil¬ 
dren. 

While Israel is the primary target of the R.L.O., airports, 
airlines and embassies in any country deemed friendly to Israel 
are subject to P.L. O. attack. Between 1967*1978, outside of 
Israel, Arab terrorists killed 1,133 people, wounded 2,498, and 
held 2,755 hostage. For example: a Swiss* Air jet that New up in 
midair in Feb. 1970* killing 47: a machine gun attack on French 
passengers in Orly Airport, ftiris, in May 1978 tTigay, pp. 
122-123). Since 1970 the RL.O. have operated primarily out of 
southern Lebanon, and are supplied increasingly with Soviet war 
material. 

Jan, 1976 Syria takes advantage of Lebanese civil war. moves 
into Lebanon, and joins forces with the RL O. Together the; 
control much of southern Lebanon, and freely bombard northern 
Israel with Soviet “Kctyusha" rockets. 

(Civil war had erupled in Lebanon in 1975. when Christian 
Lebanese objected to the use of their territory by the P L.O. I he 
Moslem majority and tlw RI D joined forces to annihilate (he 
Christians. By 1982, 70.000 Lebanese had been killed. The 
number of Lebanese orphans is estimated yt 35.000. 

Although appeals were made to both the I N. and the U.5.. 
the only nation to come to the aid of the Christian Lebanese was 
the Jew ish state of Israel. The southern Lebanon border wus first 
opened to Israel in 3 975 to obtain medical assistance for sick and 
wounded. In the first year alone more than 25,000 entered Israel 
through the “Granl Fence” for treatment i 
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Juh 1976 Israeli forces, in daring rescue operation, release more 
than tCX) ht^Tapo held by Arab terrorists in a hijacked 
plane at Entebbe Airport in Uganda, and bring them home 
lo Israel. 

July 1977 Prime Minister Menachem Begin presents plan for 
Middle East peace to Resident Carter in Washington. 

Nov, 1977 Egypt tan President Anwar Sadat visits Jerusalem at 
invitation of Prime Minister Begin to begin direct peace talks. 
Tumultuous welcome from Israelis hoping for peace. 

Sept* 197» Prime Minister Begin. President Sadat and Presi¬ 
dent Carter meet at Camp David, Maryland: formuJate peace 
accords. 

Mar. 26* 1979 Israel and Egypt sign peace treaty. They agree lo 
recognize and respect each other’s right, to live m peace within 
secure and recognized borders, and to establish regular diplo¬ 
matic relations. 

Israel further agrees: 

I To withdraw to line of former mandate border with Egypt. 

2. To hand over intact lo Egypt the Alma oilfields that Israel had 
located ami developed. 

3. To redeploy Israel defense forces located in the Sinai, and lo 
transfer to Egypt intact roads, utilities. water supply points 
and other installations, including three major airfields. 
i Egypt agrees to use these for civilian purposes only.1 

Egypt further agrees; 

L To permit Israeli shipping through the Suez Canal. 

2, To sell oil to Israel at market price. 

1979 In response to increasing civilian casualties. Israel 

begins preemptive strikes against terrorist bases in southern 
Lebanon. Israel also train* and assists Lebanese Chrislian army 
under command of Major Saad Haddad. 
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1981 North of Israel under daily bombardment by 

P L.O. Syrian forces: residents, including children, spend 
weeks in -shelters (Some children evacuated (o safe areas, i 
Villages, orchards, farm equipment, crops destroyed, Israel 
retaliates by bombing P.L.O. headquarters in Beirut In July u 
ceasefire is negotiated. The current situation remains unstable 
and explosive. 


Economic and Military Pressures 

The constant need for sophisticated weaponry against surrounding 
Arab nations in a country with few valuable natural resources has 
created unparalleled pressures upon the tiny nation The chart below 
portrays vividly the multiplicities of land, peoples, armies and weap¬ 
ons arrayed against Israel a-s of 1980: 



Tbf Arab Warld Versus Israel 
i excerpt tmm Tigav. pp. 2G6-2Q7) 



Land Area 

Armed 

Comhal 


l*q. rruO Population 

Fcwees 

Aircraft Tjnks 

Israel 

7,99.1 3.800,000 

164,000 

576 3.375 



1.: Ih 1 k h ! rvsurvL’i 


Arab 

Ijcugue 

4,901329 116.650.000 

%5350 

2*126 11.041 

Kgypi 

386*000 40.600*000 

345*000 

563 1.930 

(Egypt is lifted separately ht-Liiu^ of peace treaty 

with Israeli 
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The following than demonstrates the financial sacrifice Israel has 
made lor peace wilh Egypt: 


The Cost of Peace 

Sinai: Airfield*. basts and I'acililies $IU billion 

Oilfields* 5 billion 

Roads and settlemems 1 billion 


Subtotal; 517 billion** 

Redeployment of Israel defense forces 

from Sinai to Negev 4.4 billion 


ToWl: 5214 tuition 

* These fields provided 20tt of Israel's annual need. 

** This figure almcwi equals Israel's foreign deh« Uv I9fi0. Sltt hill ion 
fReprinted from North Broward Jewfoh Chronicle, 

lan, 9, mu 



{'uiiipariiti 

Value of Currency 

1948 

IL 

0.20 

$J .00 l uppEOX. 

1962 

IL 

3 00 

SI.00 

1973 

IL 

4 20 

SI.00 

1978 

11- 

15 00 

51.00 

1982 

IL 

16000 

S I DO 


as 16 nor 


In 1980 Israel adopted new currency, the shekel t fi-Sn. which equals IL 
10. In 197 3 the Israeli Hra was w onit a link les> than 25 L" S cents In 
1982 the equivalent of one Israeli iim is worth a tittle less, than 3 4 ITS. 
cent 


The preceding chart does not me hide the com of remuneration for 
Israelis who had settled in and developed the Sinai, which is in excess 
of $500 mi 11 ion A Isu, the company that developed the S in a i ail fie Id s 
has bioughi a 5324 million lawsuit against the Israeli govern menu 
that is still in the courts. 

The boycott against Israel by the Arab oil-producing nations has 
caused an additional economic burden for Israel: they pay the highest 
prices for oil on the world market In 1980 this amounted to S2.4 
billion, which equalled almost exactly their balance of payments 
deficit 

These two related problems—the cos( of defense and the cost of 
oil—have produced u related problem; mounting inflation. The fob 
lowing chart indicates (he instability of the Israeli firu (pound),* 
which is designated IL und compared here with the American dollar 
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Prince exposes the newest enemy rhai is— 
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